
Impeachment must be warranted, scholar says 
By Stanley Nelson 

Of (to f mr raid 

The implications of the im- 

peachment process is vitally im- 

portant to know if the United 
States is to restore integrity to 
the federal government, a legal 
scholar said on Tuesday 

jonathan Alack, with the 
Center for Scholarly l.«gal 
Research, spoke before a crowd 
of more than !>t) people in the 
Harris Hall chambers of the city 
hall. 

Aleck stressed the forum was 

not meant to advocate or en- 

courage the impeachment of the 
president, but to address the 
responsibility America has to 

proceed with impeachment if 
evidence warrants. 

The meaning and implication 
of the impeachment process 
must be contemplated and 
understood thoroughly, he said. 
Just as a doctor understands the 
risks and necessity of surgery, 
so Congress must invoke im- 

peachment if warranted, he 

Mid 
Distinctions must be made 

between the presidency, the of- 
fice and the president himself 
and what he can be held ac- 

countable for. as well as the 

policy and the institutions of 
government. Aleck said 

"There is no real rule in what 
standard of truth is necessary in 
a presidential impeachment." 
he said, but it must be clear and 
convincing, which is more than 
what is expected in a civil raise 

but less than a criminal case 

Much of what the president is 

being charged is hearsay, and 
much involves national security 
cpiestions that the president can 

invoke executive privilege, to 
exclude from public eye, Aleck 
said 

Charles Black, a conservative 
law professor at Yale Universi 
ty. has stated the definition of 
high crimes and misdemeanor, 
which is grounds for ini|>each- 
ment. is meant to be broad and 
relatively undefined. 

“ 'Those offenses are those 
which a reasonable person 
might anticipate would be 
thought abusive and wrong 
without reference to partisan 
policy or difference of opinion 
on policy.' " Aleck quoted of 
Black. 

What must l>e determined is 
what actions the president 
knew to be in violation of U.S. 
policy, and the present 
Iran/Contra hearings are invpor- 

Unit to gather information to 

determine that. Aleck said. 

The talk was sponsored by the 
group Restore integrity to Na- 
tional Government RING form- 
ed in fune in light of the 
precedents set by the Reagan 
administration in departing 
from the constitutional re- 

quirements of checks and 
balances. 

Its purpose is to encourage 
legislators to lake special care to 

protect our constitutional form 
of democratic government, ac- 

cording to a statement of pur- 
pose by RING co-founder Ralph 
Penunuri. 

KING'S goals include a call 
for the impeachment of Presi- 
dent Reagan and a full federal 
investigation of his staff. In ad- 
dition, it seeks to serve as a 

focal point for community ac- 

tion and community 
information. 

Etal 
MEETINGS 

The reopening of laurel Hill 
School is the topic: of a meeting 
for community members at the 
school. 2fith and Augusta 
Streets. Aug. 3 at 7 p m Assis- 
tant Superintendent of Instruc- 
tion Hob Stallick will be? there to 

give the administration's view 

and to hear concerns. For more 

information, call 344-8801 or 

484-1262. 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Runners in the recent Butte to 
Butte Race and Mayors Walk 
may claim their t-shirts at Nike 
KuKene. 90 W. 10th St. if they 
have not already done so. Race 
number is required 

Deadline for submitting Et als 
to the Emerald front desk, 300 
EMU. is noon the day before 

publication. Et als are run only 
once. Elvents with a donation or 

admission charge will not lie 
considered. Events occurring 
nearest the publication date and 
campus events will be given 
priority. 
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# 
SUSAN, KELLI, TAYLOR. 
MICHELE, JEAN, TINA, 

STEVE, STAN. GORMAN, 
SANDY, KELLY, 

JANELLE, AND ALL OF 
THE ODE STAFF: 

Mere » loofcm at you You've all mada 
this mov* difficult to* me — I'll miss 

you all vary much Thank you I Of totting 
ma share this tuna with you I hopa all 
of your futures ara wonderful If you're 
aver in Vermont 
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BOOK SALE Assorted paperbacks 
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Southern comfort 
at Folkways 

Hammocks, straw hats, natural fibre clothing, 
jewelry and folk art from around the world1 
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464-2241 • 1071 Oliva St 


