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Missiles may be out 
MOSCOW (AP) -Soviet 

leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
said the Kremlin is ready to 

eliminate it* medium- and 
shorter range missiles in Asia if 
the United States does not sta 

lion 100 mid-range warheads in 
Alaska, the Soviet news agency 
Tans said Wednesday. 

Tass reported the Soviet 
leader made the remarks in 
written replies to questions 
from the Indonesian newspaper 
Merdeka 

One of the potential obstacles 
in the deadlocked arms reduc- 
tion talks has been U.S. in- 
sistence on the right to deploy 
100 warheads with a 600- 
to-t,500-mile range in Alaska, 
across the Bering Strait from the 
Soviet Union. 

U.S. flag flies in gulf 
DUBAI. United Arab 

Emirates (AP) — Two Kuwaiti 
tankers sailed swiftly up the 
Persian Gulf on Wednesday, 
escorted by U.S. jet fighters and 
Navy warships on high alert foi 
Iran's high-speed gunboats and 
helicopters. 

Iran has vowed to strike the 
convoy, take American sailors 

prisoner and burn the flags fly- 

ing on the fantaiis of the reflagg- 
ed Kuwaiti tankers if any of its 

ships are attacked. 
The supertanker Bridgeton 

and the smaller oil products car- 

rier Gas Prince were surrounded 
by three and. at times, five U.S. 
warships as they passed within 
range of an Iranian missile bat- 
tery in the Strait of Hormuz, 
considered the most perilous 
part of their three-day, 500-mile 
journey to Kuwait. 

Diana honored 
IXJNIKJN (API — Princess 

Diana of Wales became a 

freeman of the City of London 
on Wednesday, giving her the 
right to drive sheep across the 
Ixmdon Bridge. 

Diana. 20. received the title at 

the Cuildhall. the historic seat 

of London's civic government, 
in a ceremony dating from 
1275. 

Nowadays the title is 

honorary, but Diana recalled 
that it still carries the right of 
sheepdriving 

"I promise I will give good 
warning before I avail myself of 
this privilege." she said. 

National 
Inflation rates on rise 

WASHINGTON (AP) Con- 
sumer prices, still rebounding 

from last year's fall in energy 
costa, rose at an annual rate of 
5.4 percent for the first half of 
19B7. the steepest six-month in- 
flation rate in five years, the 
government said Wednesday. 

The I.abor Department 
reported a moderate 0.4 percent 
gain in its Consumer Price In- 
dex for |une. up from a 0.3 per- 
cent advance in May and mat- 

ching the increases of February. 
March and April Prices were 

up 0.7 percent in January. 
The June index, equivalent to 

an annual rate of 4.3 percent, 
was paced by higher energy and 
food costs. Although below the 
six month average, it still 
underscored the higher infla- 
tion lovels that have been pre- 
sent all this year 

Contras up attacks 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

ll.S.-backed Contra rebels have 
been averaging throe attacks a 

day on Nicaragua's transporta- 
tion network recently as part of 
a sizable expansion in their war 

on the leftist Sandinista govern- 
ment, an American military of- 
ficial said Wednesday. 

Since $100 million in U S. 
assistance to the Contras began 
flowing last fall, there have 
been increasing signs of 
demoralization of the San- 
dinista Army, reflected in a 

desertion rate of 10 to 15 per- 

cent, the official said. 
The official provided the ac- 

count to a group of reporters at 
the State Department on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

The briefing was one in a 

series the Keagan Administra- 
tion is planning as part of its ef- 
fort to secure congressional ap- 
proval of additional aid to the 
Contras when the current 
allocation expires on Sept. 30. 

Oregonian extradited 
ELKHART. Ind. (AP) A 

former Oregon religious leader 
c harged in the alleged abuse of 
commune members near Salem 
was ordered Wednesday to 
return to face the charges. 

Ariel Ben Sherman. 58. will 
be returned within days, Salem 
Del. Sgt. Larry Stevens said at 
the extradition hearing. 

Sherman had refused to 
waive his right to challenge ex- 

tradition after his arrest last 
May in Elkhart. In January 
1985. Sherman was indicted on 

three felony charges of criminal 
mistreatment and two misde- 
meanor assault counts. Oregon 
authorities said. 

State authorities raided Sher- 
man's Cood Shepherd Taber- 
nacle in 1984 after a teenage 
member arrested for shoplifting 
complained of excessive 
disciplinary measures. 

Court-martial begins 
QUANT1CO. Va. (AP) The 

sex-for-secrets court-martial of 
former Moscow Embassy guard 
Clayton Lonetree, 25. opened 
Wednesday with the Marine 

sergeant’s lawyers asking about 
possible prejudice against their 
client. 

"1 think the question of him 
being an American Indian is a 

very important one," said 
William Kunstler, who is 

heading the defense. 
Me faces 13 counts, including 

espionage, involving alleged 
disclosure of classified embassy 
information such as floor plans 
and office assignments. 

Kunstler said the information 
involved was "pure junk, like 
telephone books" and should 
not lie classified. He also said 
prosecutors "want to make a 

mountain out of a molehill” of 
Lonetree’s love affair with a 

Soviet woman. 

Regional 
Storms cause fires 

CANYONVILLE (AP) — 

Storms dumped rain on the 
10.300-acre Bland Mountain 
fire, but also spawned lightning 
that triggered 16 new fires 
throughout the state, officials 
said Wednesday. 
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