
New tax on car rentals aimed at helping local residents 
By RoMnne Roberts 

Of I hr I mrrald 

Students who don't mind ren- 

ting inexpensive cars will 
Ixmefit from the I-one County 
Hoard of Commissioners' new 

car rental tax 

The current county tax of 5 

percent on car rentals jumps to 
*1 percent on July t. when the 
lane County budget takes ef- 
fect However, cars that rent for 
$20 or less will be exempt from 
the tax 

The car rental tax first was 

implemented in 10H:t to help 
fund park maintenance las .a use 

of a perceived connection by 
lane County commissioners 
between parks, tourism and ren- 

tal cars. 

Chuck Pape, the manager of 
Rent-A-Volks and a chief propo- 
nent of the rental car tax exemp- 
tion. said he believm the ex- 

emption will benefit University 
students and local residents, 
who shouldn't have to pay a 

tax. 

lire commissioners "liked 
the idea of giving the local resi- 
dent and voter a break and 
maybe narrowing the tax down 
a little bit further.” Pape said. 

"Basically we got the ball 
rolling, did some some heavy 

lobbying and arm twisting, and 
one by one we got the commis- 
sioners to fall in line." 

To rent a car for a three-day 
weekend in June for $44 f>0 

would cost $2 25 in tax Hut 
after the new tax takes effect on 

|uly 9. no tax would be charged 
Renters must remember to in- 
clude the cos! of mileage in the 
rental fee. however 

The car rental tax is "target- 
led to get some money from the 
out-of-towners who are going to 
use and enjoy these parks," said 
Lane County Commissioner 
Jerry Rust. 

Commission Chairman Hill 
Rogers, the only commissioner 
opposed to the rental car tax in- 
crease, disagrees with the 
tourisl/parka/rental car 

relationship. 
"(Commissioners) who were 

proponents to t>egin with said 
that all these tourists come here, 
rent tars and go out to look at 
our (Mirks, and I don't believe a 

won! of it." Rogers said "That 
was their logic and I think that's 
as phonv as anything could 
be " 

According to Rape and Kelly 
Hrooks, the manager of Ford 
Rent-A-Car System, less than to 
percent of their business comes 

from non -Lane County 
residents. 

“'The majority of my 
customers are people who have 
been in accidents, are getting 
replacement vehicles, students 
and local people who are get- 

Et al. 
MEETINGS 

Ren tor* Integrity to National 
Government (RING) will hold 
its second organizational 
meeting today at 7:30 pm at ?)(> 
E. Broadway to discuss the 
topic of impeachment. Call 
683-7233 for mom information. 

IJiCTIIRES 
“Civil Disobedience in Ac- 

tion: The American Peace 
Test" is the title of a lecture 
Nancy Hale will give tonight at 
7 in Room 123 of the law 
school. Hale recently returned 
from Nevada. The lecture is 

sponsored by Women's I-aw 

Forum and C 'lf*ikV and I-aity 
Concerned. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Schedule* for the EMU Craft 
Center's workshop* in jewelry, 
photography, woodworking, 
ceramics, bike repair, weaving, 
calligraphy, and stained glass 
are available now at the craft 
center s office on the ground 
floor of the EMU. For more in- 
formation call 6ttt>-4361. 

The Citizens Advisory Com- 
mittee to Adult Correctionsand 
Sheriff David Hurks are looking 
for committee members. 
Meetings are normally once a 

month and usually take place 
during the lunch hour For 
more information call B83-3B72 
or write to Citizens Advisory 
Committee to Adult Correc- 
tions, 101 W. 5th, Eugene, OK 
97401. 

Deadline for submitting Et als 
to the Emerald front dusk. 300 
EMU, is noon the day before 
publication. Et als are run only 
once. Events with a donation or 

admission charge will not be 
considered. Events occurring 
nearest the publication date and 
campus events will be given 
priority. 

ling their cars worked on.” 
Brooks said. 

Even though Rogers voted 
against the 4 percent tax in- 
crease. he said he supports the 
proposed exemption. 

“It's simply less paper work 
if a rental agency has 75 percent 
of their business in the less than 
$20 category," Rogers said. 

Although many car rental 
agencies support Pape’s tax ex- 

emption. Brooks does not. She 
said she believes the exemption 
on rentals that cost $20 or less 
will hurt her ugency more than 
others because Ford rents out 
newer and more expensive 
vehicles. 

"What's going to happen is 
people are going to look for less 
expensive vehicles because of 
the fact that they 're not going to 
be taxed on anything less than 
$20 a day,” she said. 

“There’s a good probability 
thut as the rates rise that people 
will just do without." Pape 
said. 

Graphic by Lon»ln« Kath 

Brooks agreed. "Now 9 per- 
cent is a heck of a lot more than 
the present tax — it’s even more 

than the (California sales tax." 
she said. 

Brooks said it is “ridiculous" 
to support park maintenance 
with this tax. 

"I think they need to come up 
with a park-user fee." she said. 
"I'd be more than happy to pay 
to use the park system." 

She added that even if the ma- 

jority of her business came from 
tourists, she wouldn’t want to 
tax them so much 

The commissioners con- 

sidered funding the parks 
system with other types of 
revenue sources, such as a 

restaurant tax. a business tax 
and a real property transfer tax. 

”1 would say that there are no 

more than a half-dozen agencies 
that are affected, and yes. 
there's a little grumbling." Rust 
said. "But the old thing about 
taxes is that the only good tax is 
when it’s someone else who 
pays. There is no such thing as a 

good tax." 
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PROBLEMS? PERSONAL GROWTH? 
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PROBLEMS? 

Cnala Canlaf U of O lalapnon# hotlina 
24 hour* 2 days Smelly conlidantial 
Call —i 1466 144 lln 
PRIVATE HELP FROM FRIENDS F'aa 
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EUQENE PREGNANCY HOTLINE p-o 
»idaa Iiaa conlidantial piagnancy 
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GAY? THINK YOU MIGHT BET Man a 

auppcxl group bagma aoon Ich Ihoaa 
aapionnglconaidanng gay lilaalyla 
Counaalmg Canla* EBB 122 T 6MT7 2 

Personals 
INFORMAL 
SINGLES 
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participating m ttaa lacturaa/dtacua 
»»on» foliowad by informal galhannga 
for tha purpoaa of maatmg n#« paopla? 
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isauat Wrtta to Elian or Mtchaal 1430 
Wiltamatta no 306 Eugana OR 0740V 
giving your fuat nama and pnona no 
and tailing a Mtia about youraalt 7 2 

BOOKS 
100.000 BOOKS IN STOCK 

AH Soiling 40-SON Ofl Sol pncot 
•Toilbookt«CliH Noto»*Mogo*inos* 
USED BOOKS BOUGHT ANt> SOLO 

SMITH FAMILY BOOKSTORE 
TU Chi ijmi 

For Sale 
LEAVING SOON. Mull toll Sony com 
POCI dISCIAM FM SIOIOO COSSO'IO 
locoidoi Good condition Csll 
6SJ3T82 72 

FUTONS. FRAMES. « 
Coooi* High quality K>*ott pneot 
Custom oidoit nolcomo Coll 0B3OMH 

For Sale 
<2 X 12 MICKS *nd board* lor 
booacata* SO* aacb MMW4 7 2 
USED PORTABLE SMITH CORONA 
typawrtlar. $40 1*32131 9591 7 2 

Sound Systems 
JIM'S ELECTRONICS 

STEREO REPAIR 
1457 IN Bib 343 7603 

Monday thru Friday 9 am 6 p .ni. 
Saturday 9 a m 4 30 p m 

314A7 2 
COMPLETE AIWA STEREO SYSTEM lor 
*ai* Eicaiiani condition SiOO or ba*i 
glfrr M3 382S, naap irywaJJ 

Clothing 
WANTED 
OuAitly mom#n» clothing 

Mult* eifr* moo«y FAST «t 

SECOND THOUGHTS 
720 H £ urn 

For appt call M) 1312 
116 Mon Sal 

SECOND THOUGHTS 
TOO 

27 W lllh 
Fo< appl call M34601 

114 Mon Sal 
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