International
President in Italy

VENICE, Italy (AP) — Presi-
dent Reagan, urging Western
solidarity in coping with world
economic problems and dealing
with the Soviets, arrived in Italy
Wednesday to prepare for a
summit of industrialized
democracies.

‘Reagan got a low-key, red-
carpet greeting as he arrived at
Marco Polo Airport here and
was welcomed by Italian
Premier Amintore Fanfani.

Before leaving the White
House, Reagan asserted that in-
ternational prosperity and free
markets ‘‘are evervbody's
business'* and called for an end
to the trade and monetary im-
balances that plague the world’s
largest industrial democracies

National
Money set aside

WASHINGTON [(AP)
Iranian-American businessman
Albert Hakim testified Wednes
day that $200,000 in profits
from the sale of LI.S. arms to
Iran was set aside “‘as a death
benefit”” for the family of former
White House aide Oliver L
North

The account, under the code
name Button.”” has now grown
to $216.000, including interest,
in a Swiss bank

During three hours ol
testimony at the Iran-Contra
hearings, Hakim also declared
that he had been told that his ac-
tivities in connection with the
arms sales and with a North-
directed private network sup-
porting the Nicaraguan rebels
had the approval of President
Reagan

Attack accounts vary

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Iraqi pilot who attacked the USS
Stark in the Persian Gulf claims
he opened fire because he was
convinced the ship was in an
Iranian-declared war zone, but
records show otherwise, the
Pentagon said Wednesday

Releasing the most detailed
report on the May 17 incident to
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date, the Defense Department
said American officials
challenged the Iraqi claims
about the Stark’s precise loca-
tion during the course of a
recently completed joint
investigation.

But the Iraqis still “‘strongly
maintain’’ the ship was inside
the so-called Iranian exclusion
zone and thus subject to attack,
the Pentagon said.

Controllers needed

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Transportation Department said
Wednesday it plans to divert
£51.5 million and hire 955 addi-
tional air traffic controllers,
supervisors and managers lo
meet unexpected traffic growth
next vear

Transportation Secretary
Elizabeth Dole advised Con
gress of the department’s plans
in letters to the chairmen of
both the House and Senate
transportation appropriations
subcommittees

She acknowledged the new
controllers likely will not be in
a position to actually direct
planes until late next year. But,
because it takes nearly a year 1o
train & controller, it is im
perative. . . that we put addi
tional resources into the
pipeline starting early this
fall,”" she said.

AIDS costs predicted

SANTA MONICA, Calif. (AP)

The cost of treating AIDS pa-
tients in the United States likely
will exceed $37 billion for the
five years ending in mid- 1991,
the Rand Corp. said
Wednesday.

Under a worst case, the cost
could go as high as $113 billion
if there is a large rise in the
number of AIDS patients and in
the cost of health care, a resear-
cher said.

The $37.6 billion “‘best
guess''  estimate, including
$10.2 billion paid by Medicaid,
“doesn’t sound like a number
that's going to break the bank™
because it would represent 1
percent of total 11.S. health care
costs and 3 percent of Medicaid
costs for the period, said Rand
economist Anthony Pascal

But unless policy decisions
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‘are made about who should
pay, Pascal predicted a
disproportion‘te share of the
costs will be paid by poorer
workers who contribute to
private health insurance plans,
state and city governments in
areas with large numbers of
AIDS patients, and the AIDS pa-
tients themselves

Business urged out

WASHINGTON (AP) The
Rev, Leon Sullivan, saying his
widely used fair-employment
principles have failed to bring
an end to South Africa’s apar-
theid, called on nearly 200
American businesses Wednes-
day to pull out of that nation
within nine months

Sullivan, a Philadelphia Bap
tist minister whose 10-yvear-old
code of conduct has become the
standard for U1.S. companies in
South Africa, also said he wants
the L1.S. government 1o enact an
eoconomil
South Africa

In a telegram to President
Reagan, he asked the United
States to sever diplomatic rela
tions “‘until statutory apartheid
is ended and blacks have a cleas
commitment for equal political
rights. "

More than 100 American
companies have sold their
South African subsidiaries over
the last 18 months

Tape to be released

WASHINGTON (AP) A
federal judge on Wednesday
ordered NASA to make public
the tape-recording of the last
words spoken by the shuttle
Challenger's crew as the
spaceship exploded shortly
after takeoff 16 months ago

11.S. District Judge Norma
Holloway Johnson, in a nine-
page opinion, rejected
arguments by the National
Aeronautics and  Space Ad-
ministration that release of the
tape would violate the privacy
of the families of the seven dead
astronauts and would subject
the survivors again to the news
media's “‘morbid fascination”
with their grief.

Johnson instead agreed with
arguments made by attorneys
for The New York Times that
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the tape "‘contains no informa-
tion about the astronauts or any
of their family members"" and
therefore should be released.
She ordered that the tape be
given to the newspaper within
30 days.

Regional
Funding bill passed

SALEM (AP) Oregon’s
gasoline tax and auto registra-
tion fee would increase sharply
under a $1 billion highway fun-
ding bill passed Wednesday by
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the Oregon House

The measure would boost the
gas tax by 6 cents a gallon, to a
total of 18 cents, over the next
three years. It also would dou-
ble the two-year auto registra-
tion fee to $40.

The proposed tax and fee in-
creases would generate an addi-
tional $1.1 billion for highway
programs during the next
decade

Hackers of House Bill 2112,
which was sent to the Senate on
a 34-26 vote, said highways are
crucial to the state's economy
and must be taken care of
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