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The Ghost of the Trolley

In Eugene only memories and a tew exposed rails remain.

Fhe old strectcar svstem is gone I-N|.I_\ Crone
for sixty some years. The only remunder of the
clanging. swaving trollies are a tew rals that Le in
the southeast part of the oty

Although the streetcar era in Bugene Listed on
Iv 29 vears, it was marked by g romanticism not
seen today . People loved riding the cars, whether it
was through the countryside or down ¢ty streets
And tor the times it was gquick, convenient and
practical

Fhe fiest streetcars providing transportation for
Fugeneans, however, were not  electric I'he
energy to pull the cars came from a more casual
source: mules. The system operated in Bugene
from 1891 w0 1900 and was the pride. and
sometimes the humor, of the ¢ty

Ihe first system was built by H. W Holden, a
Fexan, who received a franchise 1o build the
svstem from the Eugene City Council in April

K Qq 5TH

1891 . Not long atter, Holden announced the street
car system would be named the " Eugene and Col
leee Hill Street Ranlway

By the nume the hine opened on June 24 of that
year, trachs had been Lnd trom the ralroad depot
on Willamette Street, south to | 1th Avenue, and
then cast o the University. Another branch line
traveled out Willamette Street to the College Hill
arca, bringing the total length of Eugene s strectcar
system to roughly three nules

On July 4 an estimated 20,000 visitors Hocked
to Bugene for what a Eugene City Guard reporter
described as “the grandest 4th of July celebration

ever held in Oregon, outside of Portland. " The
testivities included a hose race among competing
tire departments. o glass ball shooting contest, a
fireworks  display  and o mock  battle  between

Oregon Natonal Guard companies
With all the festivities surrounding the opening
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of the streetcar svstem, no one doubted the success
of the oy 's newest endeavor. But there were in
herent problems and they became apparent when
the wainter raimns came and staved

During the winter of 189192, unpaved
Willamette Street became a mud bath and the
system s tracks began to settle. It took several days
tor workers to repanr the surface so that the rals
would be resting on an even grade again

I'he mules also presented problems. When the
cars were overloaded, the mules couldn’t get the
car rolling down the tracks. In those cases, the
passengers themselves would have to get out and
begin pushing

Lake the automobiles of today ., the streetcars of
vestervear boasted “Cextras The scats were rever
stble and could be shitted every tume a car reached

the end of a hne There also was a dog box

located near the dniver where passengers were re

quired to leave their pets while riding. It wasn’t un
common for mischievous kids to hide in the box
and catch a free nde

One of the drivers for the mule streetcars was
Wiley Griffon, a man who had come 1o Oregon
from Texas with Holden. When cars derailed he
would unhitch the mule. tie it to the side of the car
and then together with the amimal push the car back
on the rails

A streetcar nider from the mule davs. the late
Pauline Walton, remembered Gritton tfondly

I remember that Wiley used 1o hitch his mule
to a pole near Villard Hall on the campus when he
didn't have any passengers on board. Then he
would go into the hall to see what was going on
Otten, when he came back out, the car would be
Walton sad
Mules on the line were changed every ftour

filled with PASSCNECTS

hours. And they possessed such names as Crickett
Shave-Tail and Dallas. The barns were located at
what 15 now the Newberry's store on  the
Downtown Mall

Ihe mule streetcan

sysiem WIS OpCeraly d
under Holden and hi

4
SOOI S tutelage 1t

[9UO0) when they
o W B. Denmes i / ”
Lane County mingr s
But Dennis onl
operated the systen
seven months betorg
went under tor what
wis  descnibed  at  the
time as “‘lack ol
business.

In 1907 the Eugene
City Council granted a
franchise to the |
Willamette Valley Co
I'he company was 10
builld a streetcar i
down Willamette Street
and then along 11th
Avenue to the Umiver- |
SIy From there 1t |
would continue to |
travel cast past Judkins
Point, through the |
Glenwood  arca  and
across the Willamette River into Springheld

But betore work ever got underway. the fran
chise was sold to the BEugene & Eastern Railway
Co.. which later changed its name to the Pacitic
Eugene and Eastern Raillway Co

In the ensuing months, Willamette Street was
paved with the help of stone from Skinner Butte
Rails were shipped in and by summer tour street
cars were delivered trom St. Lows. Each cost
SE.O00  and were capable of carrying 1K)
passengers. The 45-foot long cars also were equip
ped with wirbrakes and electrnic heaters

A vear later the tird automaobile in Bugene ar
rived from Portland. But it would be a tew years
betore it would make s mark. The auto was sull
considered an impractical and expensive luxury
and not overly dependable. It ook two days to
reach Portland by auto compared to five hours by

e

Spectrum, the ODE's weekly magazine
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electric train
On September 26, 1907, the first streetcar in
seven years carried city officials from downtown
out to the Umversity and back. Along the way
bands played, banners waved and students chimbed
up on the roof of the streetcar and rode it to the
University
I'he streetcar company also constructed a six
mile line that ran out West |1th Avenue and then
up into College Hill betore returning to Willamette
Street and the downtown depot
It took three vears, though, for tracks to be ex
tended into Springtield. A bndge had 1w con
structed over the Willamette River at a cost ol
$30.000 and there were right-a-way problems in
the Glenwood arca. From Judkin's Poimnt, the track
was constructed on a trestle
Finally. on October 22, 1910, the first street
car pulled o Springticld and stopped ar 3rd
Avenue and Moan Street
The whold occassion was jovial and upbeat
We would Like 1o see Springhield as big as New
=y City and Eugene as big
-~ as London

one ok

’/ - said

' W I'he new strectoars
ol 1 v were used Tor pleasurg

tps by anyone  who
could aftford the tnip. In
Glenwood there was an
old ball park where local
teams would play out-of
town squads, The street
car was a natural way to
get there and every Sun
| day during bascball
season hundreds of peo
) | ple would nide out to see

_,.' | the game
| Ihere were  other
” | thrills as well. In
0: I November 1911,  Spr
4 [ inghield voted 1o become
| wel Eugene, ol
COUrse, Wwas dry s
wias a4 good part ol the

| state

“Springheld wall be
an oasis for the wavtar

i Giustina  ing bon vivant in his and

pilgrimage between Salem and Medtord — the on
Iy convivial sanctuary where will tlow unchecked
the toaming fruit of the keg

In later vears, more tracks were lad, n
cluding a Fairmount loop that went up University
Street to the Masonic Cemetery., over to Columbia
Street and then down Moss Street. The rails on
Umiversity Street sull can be seen today, exposed
by cracks in the asphalt. And over on Columbia
Street whole sections of the track swirl up the
road

In 1927, with the automobile less expensive
and more practical, the streetcar system in Eugene
went out of business for good. In its place arnived
local bus service, which has survived to the pre
sent day

STEPHEN MAHER

Photo by John Giustina
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Courtesy of Lane County Histoncal Museun ¥
Streetear number 867, the Fairmount trolley, traveled up University Street to the vicinity of 24th 2
Avenue and then back to 13th Avenue by way of Columbia and Moss streets. On occassion drivers b
had to push the cars back on the rails after children placed rocks on the tracks (far left). Rails re I:'_
main in the middle of Columbia Street as shiny now as they were 60 years ago. Note the painted Y
line for autos (left). A streetcar travels down Willamette Street heading to Springfield. In the i
background is Skinner Butte (above). Cars crossing over the rails is a common scene on Columbia Ig‘
Street, A few yvards up the road the rails end in a patch of grass (below middle). Total mileage of -
the streetear system stretched to 14 miles before it was discontinued in 1927, Service was available
to the River Road, College Hill and Fairmount areas.
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