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Off the Cuft

The Last Great Drag

For some people, a cigarette is synonomous with death.
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TAKE OFF WITH LOW FARES.

daily or one-way rental

10% Discount

with this coupon

BEEHIVE RENTAL COMPANY

1880 Hwy. 99 N. PENSKE
Eugene, OR 97402

(503) 461-2093 =12
THE WINNING TEAM: HERTZ PENSKE AND YOU.
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Thursday, May 28

Pedagogy-Teaching Children Dance
2-3:30, 210 Gerlinger FREE open to the
public

Friday, May 29

Modern Technique-intermediate
10:30-12:30, 353 Gerlinger Annex FREE to
UO student, $3 others

linger Annex

classes

DANCE workshop w/ Eric Johnson

Eric Johnson is a Seattle based Dancer/Choreographer/Teacher. He
has performed and taught throughout the Northwest and is currently in
residence at the University of Montana at Missoula

Saturday, May 30
Modern Technique-all levels 10-11:30 353
Gerlinger Annex

Repertory-all levels 12 30-2, 353 Ger-

Salurday classes—-UQ student $3/1 class
$£5/2 classes Others $5/class, $8/2

Sponsored by Dance Oregon & Student Dance Board

ble for any sanc citizen to
contemplate

So micotine is, and is hkely 1o
remain, a relatively
It's cheap, readily
available to the public, and only
mildly intoxicating. The only
catch 1s that the habit will even
tally kill you, Dead

On the other hand, who really
wants to live forever? The health
research scientists  and  other
wizards of our age treat any self
inflicted abuse of our bodies as
an ultimately reprehensible
crime. But what, I would ask
them, 158 so  overwhelmingly
fascinating in human existence
that we should all want 1o drag n
out over a span ol years in
which, in all probability, we wall
have lost along with our teeth,
our ferthity and our youth. the
enthusiasm for life?

Not that life is generally a
valley of tears, but it can’t re
main a bowl of cherries for more
than six or seven decades. Death
is for most the last great mystery
and adventure of life, despite the
bad press it gets from insurance
companies and Woody Allen
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Anyway. it's inevitable, so why
fight nt”?

Not that death 1s in and of
iselt o good thing. Far from ot
My cousin David, with whom 1
very close, died
three weeks after his seventeenth
birthday and nobody in his or
her right mind would say that the
change did him any good. He
was a smoker, but that wasn't
what did him in. He was killed
in a handgun accident a month or
so after | had quit smoking. One
of those coincidental ironies that
would seem much  funmier if
death were not so humorless

We traveled back to his
hometown of Boise, Idaho for
the funeral, where I witnessed a
brief discussion of smoking that
I will not soon forget.

After the ceremony we started
down the road toward the
cemetery gates and a female
relative of mine named Dancy
produced a pack of cigarettes
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Graphic by Lorraine Rath

and offered them around. To
took an almost
superhuman act of will on my
part, but I managed somehow
not to take one. The only people
in the car who weren’t smoking
myself, my vounger
brother and the mortician, who
was driving

Daney, remembering  her
manners turned to the mortician
and asked, **Oh, you don’t mind
it we smoke, do you?"'

He solemly turned 1o her, his
eyes twinkling with mirth, and
solemnly replied **No, not at all

you should know that 1'd
never object to anything that
brings me more business. "’

We spent the rest of the ride
home in thoughtful silence.

Cigarettes will kill you, but so
what? We've all got to go some
time. God bless Sir Walter
Raleigh. Got a hight?
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— JOHN F. PIPER
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