
Commencement steeped in centuries of tradition 
By Kara Story 
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In 1f>42 Harvard College was 

the site of the first commence- 

ment exen:ises in the United 
States, according to the En- 

cyclopedia of Education. 
The first ceremonies, 

however, began more than 800 

years ago in the medieval 
universities of Europe. 

With such a long history the 
ceremony has acquired a lot of 
pageantry and ritual. Some of 
the taken-for-granted traditions 
have a colorful past. 

In medieval days, graduation 
granted students the right to 
teach, or in the case of law and 
medicine, to practice. Com- 
mencement was originally 
designed for master's and doc- 
toral students, and marked the 
commencement of their 
teaching careers. 

The bachelor’s degree simply 

meant that the student had 
entered a course of study 
leading to a higher degree. 

Bachelors students were re- 

quired to complete a teaching 
internship before they entered 
their master's study When they 
completed the practicum they 
earned the right to wear a round 
cap While history is not clear 
on the point it is suggested the 
round teacher’s cap has emerg- 
e d a s our p r e s e n t <1 a v 

mortarboard 
In 1895 an intercollegiate 

commission formally adopted a 

code of academic costume for 
the United States that is basical- 
ly the same today. 

The code provides for three 
items of academic apparel: the 
cap. the gown, and the hood 

The University began issuing 
caps and gowns during the 
1890s and has continued to 
follow the code. I lie mortar* 
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The mortarboard is made of black cloth, although dot tor a! 

students may choose to wear one made with velvet. 
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txwrcl cap is of black doth, ex- 

cept for a doctoral student who 
may choose to wear one made of 
velvet. 

"But there have been some 

suggestions that we go to a beret 
style and do away with the mor- 

tarboard.” says Keith Richard. 
University archivist. "In some 

schools it’s mandated that you 
wear a cap and gown to go 
through commencement, hut 
it's not hen1 and you do actually 
see some students go through in 
semi-formal clothing." Richard 
says. 

Bach student's lassie is the 
assigned color ot their major, 
lournalism students wear a 

crimson lassie, for example, 
and doctors in all fields general- 
ly wear a metallic gold tassle 

Richard guesses the reason 

for gowns at graduation is a 

result of them being worn daily 
in England. The gown was 

regularly worn to school 
because it was a way of keeping 

Turn to Rituals, Page 2TB 

I I IE 
E LOWER 
MARKET 

18th & Chambers 343-2758 
497 Coburg Rd 342-7051 

Neil In Baskin Rubbing 

Photo uurtmt at I tmer««l> Arthur* 

In the photo above, graduates and their families gather in 

McArthur Court, cine 1939-41. 
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Equip Your Graduate 
With an HP Calculator 

Years of work and study to reach graduation are almost over. 

You've shared in getting your graduate to commencement. 
Now you can mark the occasion with a gift for the future 

Give a high-quality Hewlett-Packard calculator to equip your 
graduate for a future in science and engineering. Its 

powerful problem-solving capabilities and reliability will 

help smooth the road ahead for a 

graduate on the move. 
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HP 11C $42 00 
HP 12C $74 25 
HP15C $74 25 
HP 16C $90 00 
HP 18C $131 25 
HP28C $176 25 
HP41CV $131 25 
HP41CX $186 75 
HP 718 $393 75 

Add 11 50 tor snipping and handling 

OREGON DIGITAL 
SYSTEMS, INCORPORATED 
COMPUTER PRODUCTS DIVISION 

885 NW Grant Avenue 
Corvallis. OR 97330 

(503) 752-0448 


