
342-8111 

Introducing 

FREE 
Delivery 
Service! * 
•Tree delivery wilh minimum ord^r 

Also offering 
• Full dinner menu 
• White or whole wheal crust 
• Limited delivery area 

15th and Willamette 

Hours: 
Open 11 am 

7 days a week 

OREGON TWILIGHT 
Saturday, May 16 
First field event 5:30 pm 
First track event 6:00 pm 

including the Bud Light Legends Mile 
featuring Jim Ryun. Gerry Lindgren. 

Peter Snell. Bob Schul and Kenny Moore 

Adults U 
Grade High School $3 
U of O students w/ID $1.25 
Tickets 686-4461 

i 

—UO Bookstore— 
You can’t beat our 

low, low photo prices 

Guamdeed 
Lowest Prices 
Wa'II match Of baat tha prtca ot 
any local photo coupon. 

One Day Service 
In by 4 p m back by NOON tha 
naxt day (C41 color print film). 

Enlargements, 
Reprints & Slides 
Qraat aarvlca and prtcaa In your 
lull aarvlca Photo Dept. 

UO Photo Contest 
ENTER AND WIN 

May Is National Photo Month 

13th 4 Kmc aid 
M F 7 305 JO 
SAT 10 00 4 00 
444 4331 

RESUMES 
Cuve your resume a profession*! loo* by 
having i| typeset it the Oregon Daily 
Emerald a tarter Perfect Ora*A!cs located 
in Suite 300 EMU or call 6664511 

Photo by Scott M«brn 

Boh Beisser. founder of the New 7.oo, holding his adult black rat snake, native to Northeast 
America. The snake will join a menagerie of other species at the zoo this weekend. 

Eugene 'dreamer' sponsors 
weekend zoo without cages 

By Scott Maben 
Of IIm» Kmvrald 

Hob Btliwr shares his bedroom-converted of- 
fice with snakes He breeds mosquito larvae for 
live fish food in ten-gallon buckets sitting on his 
front porch 

For the past few weeks, Beisser.37, has been 
concentrating on making plans for the fourth an- 

nual New Zoo. a temporary animal exhibit 
scheduled for its first two-day run this weekend 
in Kugene and Springfield. 

The New Zoo is Beisser's brainstorm. Wan- 

ting to educate the community about the world's 
endangered species with a showcase of mammals 
and reptiles, Beisser started the 7.00 in It's 

popularity has snowballed since then. 
"I'm a big dreamer," he said, gently picking 

up a caterpillar from his deck bench “This whole 
New Zoo thing was just a dream. I met a person 
with a hawk. I know somebody's who's got a 

cougar — If you bring them together in one place, 
it's just like a mini zoo." 

What makes the New Zoo unique is that most 

of the animals are placed face to face with visitors 
—- no bars, no glass, he said. 

"We've had birds of prey — hawks, owls, 
eagles — up on a perch. They're not caged at all," 
he continued. "We have this giant tortoise that 
isn't confined whatsoever It's just out on the 
grass. 

"When possible, we encourage this sort of 
hands-on contact It takes a special animal to put 
up with it. but when you have that connection. I 
think it touches people's souls," Beisser said. 

Guests bringing animals this year include 
Terri Raines of Kugene. with a 10-month old 
cougar she led around campus on Thursday; Ann 
Gordon of Seattle, with a small African cat called 
a "serval"; and Dan Duel of Handon. with a hawk 
and an owl. 

The presenters are as much of the zoo's at- 

traction as are the animals. Beisser said. 
"These are people who have dedicated their 

lives to wildlife. They are here to share informa- 
tion." he said. 

Other animals scheduled to appear are: a 

3-year-old chimpanzee from Washington; a wolf 
from Wolf Haven in Washington and a wolf pup 
from Wildlife Safari in Oregon; a giant tortoise, a 

python and a crocodile from Hart's Reptile World 
in Ganby; and various reptiles and amphibians 
from the Oregon I lerpetological Society. 

(Aiming from the Beisser residence will be a 

black rat snake and a couple of corn snakes and 
alligator lizards. 

Beisser's interest In animals began while he 
was growing up on the edge of New lersey 
suburbs, he said. 

"I was never into sports, so during gym class 
at school most of the gym teachers let me go climb 
in trees in the woods rather than stand out in the 
middle of the baseball field." he said. 

The zoo is also a stage for people who are in- 

terested in wildlife and conservation to "show a 

united front," he said. 
Beisser contends the number one threat to 

nature is unawareness. 

"We're watching animals become increas- 
ingly rare, and I’m just getting impatient. The 
scientists have been warning us for decades now, 
and society is not taking notice," he said. 

"It's come to the point now where it's either 
time for people to decide that wildlife is 
something that we want to have, or wave good- 
bye," he said. 

His solution is simple in design but. as he 
agrees, is probably impossible: severe reduction 
of human population growth and expansion of 
wilderness space. 

The population explosion and expansion of 
development, for instance, is permanently wreck- 
ing the rain forests, Beisser said. 

"We're basically turning the planet Karth in- 
to a desert," Beisser said. "What we're making is 
one big city where we're going to have a lot peo- 
ple. a lot of rats and a lot of cockroaches. 

The story is the same locally, he said. 
Oregon's old-growth trees, which are 

threatened by logging, are not a renewable 
resource, in Beisser's opinion. 

"You've got trees that are 700 to 1,000 years 
old. It's going to take 10 human generations to get 
another tree like that, and chances are it will 
never happen again." according to Beisser. The 
old-growth issue will be one of several exhibits at 
the New Zoo this year, he said. 

He criticized proposals to establish tree farms 
using tree cycling as unnatural and unfeasible in 
the long haul — an unacceptable trade-off for cut- 
ting down the old-growth. 

What he finds most frustrating is destruction 
of wildlife —■ not out of ignorance but because of 
"greed and and short-sided profit motivation," 
he said. 

But the blame is shared by all. many conser- 

vationists included. Beisser said, citing the exam- 

ple of the California condor, the largest bird in 
North America, which is down to a population of 
about 30. All have been placed in captivity, the 
last just a few weeks ago. for a program that will 
attempt to reintroduce the bird into the wild some 

day. 
"Had they started that captive breeding pro- 

gram back in the t>()s, 1 think the condor would 
be in much better shape today," Beisser said. 

But the common goal to save the condor has 
been marred with quarrels on how to go about it. 
he said. 

"And even to this day there are a lot of peo- 
ple who are against the captive breeding pro- 
gram. They're against bringing the wild animal 
into captivity Some people say. Let it go extinct 
in the wild last it die with dignity.' 1 just 
disagree.” 


