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Movie Rentals 
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-VCR Rentals 
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Tape duplication- 
instant cassette copies! 

Quality stereo or monaural duplication. 
Check the prices today at your 

Bookstore 

I 

At Hendricks Park, the passwords are seclusion and blossoms. 
For most people. Hendricks Hill is 

little more than a secluded hillside. 

Douglas lir and Oregon white oak 
cover much of the southeast Eugene 
ridge, providing an earthy roof for 
some of the city's more stately homes 
Roads wind through the area as well 

as a steady stream of joggers. 
But amid the seclusion is something 

else Hendricks Park 
•‘It's one of the city’s primary 

amenities A lot of the visitors who 
come to Eugene will go to Hendricks 
Park.” says Carrie Matsushita, the 

Eugene Parks and Recreation depart 
ment’s public information 
coordinator. 

"According to the survey we did 
last fall. Hendrick's Park was the se- 

cond most used park or visited park in 

our park system after Skinner Butte 

Park." Matsushita says 
Celebrating its 80th year of ex 

istence, the park offers visitors a 

restful respite from the hustle and bus 

tie of the city There are hiking trails 
amid 300-year-old fir trees, views of 
the city and of the Willamette River, 
picnic areas and a large fireplace 
shelter built by the Works Project Ad 
ministration in the 1930s. 

But the primary attraction of the 
park is the rhododendron garden. 

which in recent years has become 
world-renowned. With blossoms ot 

yellow, orange, purple and red, the 

garden resembles a painter's palette 
from February to June 

Michael Robert, the head gardener 
at Hendricks Park since 1981, says 
tourists are amazed at the beauty of 
the park 

“People from out of town ap 
predate the abundance of green when 

they come to Eugene. But when they 
see the lush green up here as well as 

all the flowers, they're just in a 

stupor. They just can't get over it. 

People say they've never seen any 

place so beautiful,” Robert says. 
“It seems awesome as the case, but 

guests from out of town appreciate the 

park more than the local people who 
kind of take it for granted,” he says. 

According to Robert, an average of 
5.000 automobiles entered the park 
every Sunday during the month of 

April. On the last Sunday of the 
month, when the American 
Rhododendron Society’s National 
Convention was held in the city, more 

than 7,(XX) cars entered the park. 
Robert estimates 20.(XX) people were 

in Hendricks Park that day. 
Keeping the park in shape is a year 

round job for Robert and his two per 

manent employees. The parks depart- 
ment also hires two seasonal 
employees and during the summer 

months, six to eight youth workers. 
“We spend almost six months of 

the year raking leaves up here Then 
in the winter we do transplanting. The 
summers are our most routine times 

weeding, raking and watering like 

crazy," says Robert, who has worked 
lor the park department for 15 years. 

The history of the park dates hack 
to 1906 when Eugene pioneers 
Thomas and Martha Hendricks 
donated 47 acres of land to the city, 
and the city, in turn, bought an addi 
tional 47 acres. The deed to the land 

requested that it be turned into a park 
According to Robert, the Hendricks 

wanted to make sure the land was kept 
natural because of the logging taking 
place around it. 

But it was a long time before the 
park developed. It remained what it 
always had been — a forested hill 

“The first development was bet 
ween 1915 and 1424 And all they did 
was put roads through it that kind of 
matched the other road development 
that was going on in the 
neighborhood.” Robert says. 

“It was about the same time that 
motor vehicles were becoming 
popular so they said, 'Well then, let’s 
be able to drive to it.’ 

“This is also typical of the history 
of parks in general in this country," 
Robert says. "Parks in a lot of places 
had become motor vehicle lour sites, 
rather than having any better 

integrity.” 
The next stage in development 

came in 1922, when the Eugene Elks 
Club gave two elk to the park The ex 

hibit remained for 50 years, later in 

eluding Jeer, but eventually became a 

cruel embarrassment to the city. 
“Up until 1950. the deer were in 

what's now the garden area of the 

park I liere is still remnants ol the old 
fence In 1950 when they started the 
rhododendron garden, they converted 
another area to hall deer and halt elk, 
and they put up another fence to keep 
them separate." he says. 

Among the park's animals were an 

old moth eaten elk named Bill, who 
had enormous antlers, and lovable 
Elsie, a cow elk There also were deer 
from Japan 

But the deer and elk were abused in 

later years, Robert says People shot 
arrows at them, fed them lit cigarettes 
and threw dogs into the pens. In 1972. 
the city gave the remaining animals to 

the Portland /ik> and the Wildlife 
Safari in Winston, Ore. 

‘"The '60s were kind of a wild time 
up here. All kinds of hell broke loose. 
The deer and elk were more abused 
then, the garden was more abused 
then. The park went through growing 
pains as everyone else did in the 
’60s,” Robert says, citing camping, 
nudity and people who were “Being 
In” in the park as primary problems 

After the elk exhibit was establish 
ed, the next major development in the 

In 1951. local rhododendron lovers 

began a garden in the park with the 

help of (he eit> and the parks depart 
ment The location was considered 
ideal because of the beautiful setting 
and the canopy the trees provided for 

the plants 
Local members ol the American 

Rhododendron Society donated many 
of the original plants In the early 
years, the one acre garden vs as staffed 
by one lull time gardener In I'>60, it 

held only 7(X) plants, some ot which 
were camellias 

Rut from I960 to 1981. the garden 
and the park came into their own 

Roads, parking lots and a formal en 

trance to the garden were built And 

in the late ’60s the park received 
1,2<X) donated rhododendrons 

An ice storm almost wiped out the 

garden in December 1972 But only 
200 plants were lost when the park s 
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Ted rrombert, stayed up 
all night coating the plants 
with water t r o m 

sprinklers. The water 
turned to ice, providing 
the plants with insulation. 

Today, the garden is 10 
square acres and holds 
more than 5,(MX) plants. 
Hut according to Robert. 
the rhododendrons have 

proliferated to the point 
where there is little space 
for anything else 

"The park has become a 

lot of pathways leading 
through, lather than places 
to be in or to enjoy,” he 

say s 

The overcrowding is 

also due to the large 
number ot donated plants 
to the park. The plants 

park was the construction of the large 
WPA picnic shelter Unlike today, it 

was once an enclosed building with 
windows, doors and a dirt lloor 

"Old neighbors have told me that 

people used to get together and have 

Thanksgiving dinner there,” Robert 
says. 

might have been good ami healthy but 

might not have been the variety we 

would have chosen So we have a lot 
of unwanted plants," Robert says. 

"But now that the garden has 

grown so much we have the ability to 
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Down to Earth presents 

NEW ITEMS FROM CHINA 
10% OFF on 

• CHOPSTICKS 
• BAMBOO SPOONS 
• FUJIAN RUSH MATS 
• OX HORN COMBS 
• PICNIC BASKETS 
• RICE PAPER SHADES 
• NOODLE BOWLS 
• CERAMIC WAVE 

Good only with thli id 

50 E.11th 
Mon-Sat 10-6 
Sunday 11-4 

344-6357 
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Could you use 
an extra 

$100.00 a 
month 

this term? 
It you re healthy and reliable, in 

two lo lour hours a week, being 
paid on the spot, you can earn 
up lo J100 00 cash a month! 
Easily on a flexible schedule lo 
accomodate you Become a 

blood/plasma donor Once or 
twice a week, visit the nearby 
Hyland Plasma Center Donating 
plasma is simple and sale Want 
to know more? 

For an appointment 
call 683 3953 

HYLAND PLASMA 
CENTER 
40 E. 10th 

Brine this ad In for 

$5 extra 
on your 1st donation 

THE 
PRIVACY 

Fourteen privately enclosed 

spot await you at Omen 
Nature s own bree/et will 
refresh you m our open to 

the sky rooms 

Our warm, bubbly water will 
relax you 

Get to know us and close the 
door on the world tor one 

quiet hour 

HOURLY HOT TUft MMTAl 

Tokmg reservations until II 30 

p m weekdays, until 12 45 

weekends Coll 345 ‘*>48 

1883 Go'den A*e Eugene 

Fashion 
with an 

Ethnic 
Flairl 

New natural fibre clothing 
in rich colors fabrics and 

styles to coordinate 
with Folkways ru/usiw 
collection ol scarves 

belts and |ewelry 

762 E 11th Ave 
next to the Excelsior 

143-8667 

Fifth St Public Market 
downstairs 

*!f£r 681-2204 

i FOLKWAYS IMPORTS 
I CLOTHING JtWHRV & LQ* APT FROM AROUND IMF WORLD 

Story by Stephen Maher 

Photos by Derrel Hewitt 

and John Giustina 
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Let’s Go 
Harvard Student Agencies 

Budget Travel Guide 
"Invaluable"—The New York Times 

“let's Go: Europe is the ultimate directory of budget 
European accommodations...It is outspoken and 
comprehensive. And you won't find an American 
backpacker traveling without a copy." 

—Honda Times Union 

"These Harvard guides are unbeatable: good sight- 
seeing advice, up-to-date info on restaurants, hotels 
and inns,- a commitment to money-saving travel; and 
a wry style that brightens nearly every page." 

—The Washington Post 

Now available in General Books 

Your store since 1920 uo 
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13th & Kincaid 
M F 7:30-5:30 
SAT 10 00 4 00 
6864331 


