
Traditional artifacts are centerpiece for black festival 
By Sarah Kitchen 

Of I hr Kawnld 

Traditional artifact* from African countries will be 

displayed today in the EMU Gumwood Room as a part 
of the annual Black Arts Festival. 

Members of the Eugone/Springfield community have 
donated mask*. Jewelry, statuettes, clothing, baskets 
and musical instruments in order to show University 
students a bit of African culture and heritage 

"The purpose of the exhibit is to show the pride of 
our African heritage.” said Cathy Reed, secretary of the 
Black Student Union. “Another purpose is to gain 
some awareness and appreciation within the communi- 

ty of the heritage, and basically to Just get back to the 
roots.” 

This is the seventh year a black arts festival has been 
held at the University, last year the main art exhibit 
featured Afro-American work; however, members of 
the BSU decided to feature traditional African works 
this year, 

“Because most of the other events of the art* festival 
are Afro-American, we wanted to show some of the 

pride wo have in our roots." Reed said. 
Artifacts at the exhibit come from Konya. Nigeria. 

South Africa and elsewhere on the continent Much of 
the work was donated by members of the local com- 

munity who have collected various peices on visits to 

Africa. Reed said. 
Exhibit worker Rachel Murphy said when she was ex- 

plaining the purpose of the show to members of her 
church, one woman mentioned that black Americans 

often do not identify with Africa as a part of their past. 
**1 agree." Murphy said. "I do not believe that many 

blacks know much about Africa and its heritage in cor- 

relation with their being black." 
The area's black population is almost 2.(MX) — ap- 

proximately two percent of the combined populations 
of Eugene and .Springfield, About 200 black students at- 

tend the University. 
According to exhibit worker Debra Cook, not just 

students and adults, but children should also view the 
African artwork, especially since many children have 
never seen artifacts like the ones on display. 

Differences in carving styles and choice of beads are 

often used to determine which region the artifact comes 

from, said Cook, a member of Clergy and Laity 
(Concerned. 

However, much of the work exhibited has similarities 
to native American artwork, she said. 

“I hope people will come and ask questions. It is a 

good chance to see some of our heritage.” she said. 
A street dance featuring fusion-jazz music, a blend of 

jazz and rhythm & blues tunes, is slated for Friday. 
Coalition, a group featuring several University 
students, will perform in the EMU courtyard from 5 to 

0:30 p.m. At 7 p m., “soul-phonic funk" will be played 
in the EMU courtyard 

A fashion show is planned for Saturday in the EMU 
Ballroom, followed by a dance at 6:30 p.m. Tickets for 
the dance are $3 per student and $5 per couple. 

The University (kispel Choir will perform in the 
ballroom Sunday morning. 

Photo by Mari* Corvallis 

This year at the University's Black Arts Festival 
traditional African art will be featured. 
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