Duck men to concentrate on individual marks Saturday

By Aaron Knox
Of the Emerald

Despite unparalleled success
this season, Oregon’s commit-
ment to dual-meet excellence
has had its downside.

Several Duck runners have
had to sacrifice personal goals
in the interest of the team. The
result has been that the best
athletes have found themselves
running two or more evenits o

maximize team scoring.

That will change beginning
tomorrow .

For the first time this season,
the empkasis will be on in-
dividual performance when the
Oregon men's track team hosts
the Oregon Invitational on
Saturday at Hayward Field.

Among those who have
sublimated themselves for the
team, coach Bill Dellinger's

distance corps has suffered the
most. The Ducks have produced
NCAA champions at 800 or
1,500 meters four times since
1982, but no one has qualified
ot either distance to date,
Transfers Mark Dunbar
(1,500) and Dave Anderton
(800) could change that on
Saturday, according to Dell-
inger. ‘These guys have been
making a team effort, but now

it's time to look for some in-
dividual effort,’" he said.
Dellinger was optimistic
about potential qualifiers in
every distance event coming in-
to Saturday's action. Fifth-year
senior Harold Kuphaldt will run
in his first 5,000 meter race this
season, after qualifying for the
NCAA's at that distance a year
ago. Shemi Sabag and Chad
Bennion, both cross country
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stalwarts who have yet to make
a serious impact on the track,
will run at 10,000 meters. Sabag
was the Pacific 10 Conference
runner-up at that distance last
season.

The Ducks got some good
news when it was learned that
]J.J. Birden, who was injured
during the high hurdles last
week, would miss no action
because of the spill. The junior
hyperextended his left knee
after colliding with California’s
Rod Jett going over the final
hurdle, but emerged relatively
intact, said assistant coach John
Gillespie. ‘‘Fortunately he is a
football player, so he is used to
taking falls like that. A normal
hurdler could have been out for
weeks,"" he said.

Gillespie indicated that
Birden would join Pedro
Chimulera and Pat Lanning in
the intermediate hurdles on
Saturday, to minimize to impact
on his knee. It will be the first
time this season that Birden has
attempted the 400-meter hurdle
event. ‘“We had promised to let
bim run one a little later this
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