
city. so there is a lot of room for people 
to 'disappear What thee should do. I 
think, is to take a list of those that are 

sent back, and then trv to find them 
Don t look for how many you can 

document as being assassinated, look 
for how many you can find I think they 
would come up with verv different 
numbers if they did that 

There are about a dozen publicly 
declared sanctuary sites in the state of 
Oregon currently as well as another 
dozen or so peripheral or "private" sup 
porting groups, according to Castro 

In addition to the f riends Meeting 
(which was the first in the state to 
declare sanctuarv) and the Central 
Presbyterian Church in f.ugene. par 
ticipating organizations include st An 
drew s Catholic Church St Mark s 

Presbyterian and Centenenrv Wilbur 
Methodist Church, all located in 
Portland The latter three formed a 

coalition in 19S4. according to a priest 
at St Andrew s. and hav e situ e pt< >vid 
ed sanctuary to more than a dozen in 

dividuals most of whom are still m 

the Portland area lie also indentified 
the Temple Beth Israel, the Peace 
( hutch of the Brethren and the 
Multnomah Triends Meeting as other 
publicly declared sanctuaries in 
Portland 

After a group has declared sane 

tuary, the process of locating a family 
or individual for whom to provide 
shelter is usually accomplished by 
means of a loosely knit underground 
network, according to Hemmingsen 

"It's not like you put in an order, and 
then you get them through UPS or 

anything," she says 
The first family arrived at the T ugene 

I riends Meeting in November PTST 
and included Castro's sister and hus 
band, their three children and a 

nephew Castro and his familv arrived 
shortly thereafter Castro says he and 
his family spent their first eight months 
living in the meeting house itself, later 
moving to their own home when they 
could afford to do so 

Although ( astro savs the I ugene 
community has been verv supportive, j 
living here has required some i 

adjusting 
I he first vear that I was here I felt so 

uncomfortable I was experiencing 
how do you sav culture shock, and I 
felt like going back to mv court 

trv but I knew I couldn't do it." he 
says 

At tins point though he adds "I'm 
trying to think cleat ly about what is go 
mg on in mv country and mv respon 
sibilities of what 1 can do here I think 
that is what keeps me going 

Among those responsibilities, (.'astro 
is ever in demand as a public speakei 
and also serves on the’ National Sane 
tuarv Communications Council and the 
local Interfaith Sam tuarv Network 

( astro and his wife have balanced 
the art of maintaining a love profile in a 

foreign country with then active in 

volvement in educating the local com 

mumtv (about I I Salvador) raising a 

famiiv and making a liv mg 
IK’ says their son attends 

kindergarten here’ and he’ and his wife 
do what work thev arc’ able to find, in 

eluding tutoring Spanish 
Although IN’S officials have vet to 

bother ( astro or his famiiv Hemm 
mgsen savs thev know exactlv wheie 
.ill (>f the refugees are 

1 et s face it 1 he INS offic e is up in 

Portland and it s not worth their while 
to drive through Woodburn and Salem 
(where they c ould easilv snatc h loads 
of undocumented people with almost 
no protest on anyone's part), and in 

stead come on down here and grab 
what we’ve got fot which they're go 
mg to get horrendous public itv It is inst 
not worth then while to aggravate us 

she says 

In addition to f.uyene’s location, she 
c redits the fac t that "this is a relatively 
well informed community with a 

political conscienc e’ as another reason 

for the refugees safety here’ 
( astro, who says then* are’ 20 to 25 

Salvadoran and (luatemalan refugees 
c urrently in I uyene. agrees 

"I think that a major difference bet 
ween f.uyene and other cities and 
towns here in the United States is the 
high sense of solidarity with Central 
America that you have he’re he s.iys 

At any rate members of the I uyene 
I riends Meeting fullv expected the- INS 
to swoop down on them when thev 
opened their doors m sanctuary Hem 

minysen savs 

Hut like* Bondurant. the l.uyene 
friends Meeting also believed it u.is ac 

ting within the true letter of the law 
"Wo foil tli.it tlu> folks we would hi’ 

helping would qualifv for asvlum if tlit* 
laws woro applied iiistlv aiul that tlioro 
was a real disparity m tlio wav tho lavs 
was applied to difforont nationalitios. 
slu> s.K's 

1 or instance. if vou woro Polish or 

from Afghanistan. vou wouldn’t haw 
any troublo getting in ,riul in fact, 
the figures boar that out 

According 
to immigration .it 

tornev Mark Silverman. "The 
(! S State 1 Vpattmont has 

rondoiod negative advising opinions' 
in more than ‘>7 porcont of the 
Salvadoran applications, winch con 

trasts sharpie with tho vorv high ap 
proval rate for Afghans If vou’re floo 
mg Soviet bulk’ts from essentially 
Soviet backed repression vou have a 

strong chance of getting asvlum If 
vou re fleeing U S backed repression 
voui chances aro slim 

Because < >t this disparitv. mane 

ii’fugees have sought asvlum in 

( anaila a eountiv that has received 
them more roadilv 

A lSSh report prepared bv the Im 
migration Statistics Division of the 
Canadian government levealed an ,n 

ceptance rate for (iuatemalan and 
Salvadoran refugees of f>7 and 2.r> pel 
cent respectively. in contrast with the 
l) S rate of about 1 peivent for eac h 
group 

I his lias spawned an added element 
to the "underground" ac tivities of the 
sanctuary movement as c hurc hes and 
individuals work within the legal pro 
cess to assist refugees seek asvlum in 

( anada I he so called "overground 
railroad has provided a wav for e hut 
c lies to paitic ipate in assisting refugees 
without technically breaking the law It 
also has been an effective help for 
many refugees who were previouslv 
unaware of the C anadian option 

In I uyene, a Salvadoran tefuyee 
fatnilv that had been in sane tunic at the 
< entral Presbyterian Church lecentlv 
was granted asvlum and ac epted into 
( anada liemdurant savs 

Addmq to tin- complexities of tin’ 

I already ontroversial issue 'f sanctuary 
I was d recent l ).S Supreme Court clod 

sion th.it apparently eased tin- leqal re 

quirements for obtammq politu.il 
asylum in tin- United States Handed 
down on March 10. tin- decision 
challenged the ament standaids of 
cleai probahilitv of persecution" that a 

refuqee must establish in ordet to be 
considered for asvlum here 

While the rulinq represents a siqn of 
hope for main, refugees, most involved 
vs 1111 the sanctuary mo\enn-nt ate ap 
proachmq it with quatded optimism 
Until more precedents are established', 
it is safer fot most refugees to stay in 

liidiuq rathei than face possible depot 
tntion if then asvlum appeals are 

denied. C astio stiv.s 

Several maun cities (inclmlinq 
Berkeley (Olympia and Seattle), a feu. 
olleqes and universities and even the 

state of New Mexico all have dec lareil 
sam tuarv. accordinq to I lemminqst’n 

W hat this means is that tliev basu al 
lv refuse to c omplv with tin- INS in any 

efforts t (> locate <>t ariest un 

d<K’umented tefuqees." she savs 

She adds that no effoit vet has been 
made to establish I uqene .is ,i sain 

tuarv city but that she could possibly 
envision bane County doinq so 

si unedav 
I ortunatelv. I uqem- has thus fai 

pi "veil a safe haven foi ( astro and the 
lest of the refuqee population in town 
('astro savs he lonqs to return to I I 
Salvador as soon as the situation 
i hanqes but considers tin- country's 
current president Napoleon Uuarte a 

U S puppet vv ho is meielv providinq 
a demociatu fac e f«>i the contmuinq 
(ippressu m 

Asked how muc h secrecy he must 
maintain here in 1 uqene ( astro says 
he is cautious but life must continue 

I don t live in a state c >f beinq 
paranoid he says I feel comfortable 
• ibout qoinq out and donut my normal 
day teachmq speakmq and doinq all 
the kinds of thmqs that a normal person 

j would do I am aware that around me 

then’ could be some d.inqei sooner m 

! lalei but you know that’s tin way 
tlimqs are □ 

Could you use 

an extra 
$100.00 a 

month 
this term? 

If you re healthy and reliable, in 

two to tour hours a week, being 
paid on the spot, you can earn 

up to $100 00 cash a month1 

Easily on a flexible schedule to 
accomodate you Become a 

blood/plasma donor Once or 

twice a week, visit the nearby 
Hyland Plasma Center Donating 
plasma is simple and safe Want 
to know more? 

For an appointment 
call 683-3953 

HYLAND PLASMA 
CENTER 
40 E. 10th 

Bring this ad in for 

$5 extra 
on your 1st donation 

Recycle This Paper 

—UO Bookstore— 
You can’t beat our 

low, low photo prices 
l Film & Photo Processing • 

£ Guavudeed 
2 * Lowest Prices 

We ll match or beat the price of 
any local photo coupon 

One Day Service 
In by 4 p m — back by NOON the 
next day (C41 color print film). 

Enlargements, 
Reprints & Slides 
Great service and prices in your 
full service Photo Dept 

; Your full service Photo Dept. I 

Your store since 1920 uo 10 00 4 00 
BOOKSTORE &064331 

itil (It ( )/'( >*()) 

usic Series 
I Vc'h'/Ks 

Takacs 
String Quartet 

11 lun^iirs) 

8 pm. Thursday, April 30 
He.ill (-oncerI Hall 1 School of M a. 

University of Oreq ,n 

quartets by Beethoven, 
Bartok, Brahms 

tickets available at Halt Center box offic.e $10 H S, 
and at the door 

SPfc Cl At I OR STUDfc NTS 
all ticket %2 
available 1 -4 pm Mon W> d Apr Him 
Hall box office and at the door 
r a rent UO Indent ID rerjturerj 

“Huntsm M-nl us rlu ir J.c: Inn; i.iLie tjiuru i. I lu ir 
hoiiH'yciU'11s .irul prci ison were nnr.unions." 


