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The Sanctuary Movement 
Churches and other groups make the passage easier. 

BY JOSHUA HAMJLL 

‘Do /? o t oppress 
foreigners, tor \ou know 
wluit it is like to be n 

foreigner; remember \oar 

ow n experienee in the lund ot 

I:g\ pt." 
— Exodus 23:9 

It 
was June* of when the 

Salvadoran military began its 

destructive occupation of the 
University of I 1 Salvador campus Net 
for Javier ( astro, it marked just one m 

<1 series of events that would ultimately 
force him and his familv to flee' their 
homeland in search of refuge 

1 was there the very day when the 

army came in taking classes I could 
see the tanks cominy in (from the main 

yate of the university) destroying 
everything that they could, Castro 
says 

"And the people that were in the* 

buildings close to the gates, as soon as 

they were trying to leave they were mi 

mediately arrested Other people were 

ln-.hu.i II.mull is ,j sophomore international 
-.tillin'-, rnmor train Southern ( aliform.i He i-. 

,i/so .i member of the ASUl) S:-.tei l 'miei-.iti. 
l 'mie. t 

running. and the soldiers started to 

persecute them I could hear a lot 
of gunshots while I was leaving I 
w as lucky ti > make it out C )K 

Although I was attending the 
university I also was involved with the 
laboi union movement in I I Salvador, 
beginning in l1* ,d Because I w as a 

labor lender oryam/et I suffered a lot 
of repression several members of 
my family were killed, and my brother 
was put in jail so 1 left the country, 
lie says 

Alony with Ins wife and young son. 

( astro arrived in l.uyene in January 
ll)Sd aftet stopovers m Mexico (ity 
and I .os Anyeles f fere they have 
found shelter and support from the 

f.uyene I mends Meetiny. a participant 
in the nationwide, yrass roots effort 
known as the sanctuary movement 

Drawiny upon biblical mandates to 

<ncl the strnnyer and those in need, the 
modern sanctuary movement has 
found its primary base in the reliyious 

I community Of the more than 400 
I publicly declared sanctuary sites in the 

United States at the present time, vir 

; tually all are either churches or con 

greyations that draw upon the dudeo 
("hristian tradition of offeriny hospitality 
and hope to the injured and oppressed 
This tradition has been extended 
primarily to refugees from Id Salvador 
and ( luatemala and. as such, has rais 

eel certain questions regarding (J S 

foreign policy in those countries 

Yet t'»i most of those mvolvi’il m the 
movcnirnt sain tuary is mou' .1 ques 
lion of f.ntfi .uni (ons( ivm e tfnin 
pi >litics 

Ac c1 riding to I lien B< mdurant .1 

member of the s,uu tinny committee 1 if 

Lugene's ( enti a I Presbyterian ('hurt ft, 
her own congregation got involved 
nfter hearing firsthand accounts by tfie 

refugees themselves 
"We le.trued tii.it tin' refugees li.nl 

something to tench us I hev hud <t 

store about the involvement of out 

government in (entral Anirm.i th.it 
many petrple in the < fum ti didn’t 
kncha B«unluiditt s.ivs 

While noting the impact of the 
realization that refugees from 
(iuatemala and I I Salvador were being 
deported fry the U S government. she 
says the political aspect was secondntv 
:o meeting tfre needs of suffering peo 
pie I Ins Iml the church to declare 
public sanctuary in 1PK4, yet not 

without serious deliberation 
I here were many people who saw 

this as a simple case of breaking the 
law, and it was very diffu uIt to explain 
all the intricacies of the needs and 

everything to people who were already 
convinced of that she says of the 
decision making process 

An underlying clement in the s.uu 

tuary movement, however, lias been 
the idea of ( ivil initiative as opposed t< > 

civil disobedience. Bondurant says 
"We don t really see ourselves as 

breakmq the law bet ause tin- law states 

lli.il people with .1 well foui idetI feat >f 

perse< ution should he able to reside 
here until they < an safely return to then 
otintrv I hat is the law that the (Jmted 

States qovernment is hreakmq. and we 

| are nieiely takmy the initiative to obey 
it. siie s.ivs 

In addition to the U S Kefuqee Ait 
! of Id,SO, whk h defines a icfuqee as a 

person with a reasonable feat of 

pet seeut ion based on rat e 1 eliqion, 11.1 

| tionality, politiciil opinion o< menibei 

j slop in a pattn llliit social qroup Hon 
I ill ant ites the ( Ini ted Nations ( ieneva 

: (Conventions as those laws th.it she and 

j others m the sanctuary movement seek 
to uphold 

"The (ieneva ( (inventions say that 
1 any person may seek refuqe in another 

| country if they are runninq from a 

yeneral state of wai where they aie in 

danyer, whether it be bombinq or 

whatever, she says 

At < ordinq to international law. the 
citizens of their t ountry need to obey it, 

especially if their qovernment is not 

obeyint] it. she adds 
Hondurant also notes the Nurem 

burq Principles that stem from the N.i/i 
liolot aust as a pret edent whereby the 
citizens of a ('ountry have a leqal 
responsibility that qoes beyond what 
tht'ii q<>vetninent says 

While most sanctuary workers share 
the view that they are upholdmq the 
law i.ithei than breakmq it. the move 


