
Off the Cuff 

Lessons at the Laundromat 
I have an almost psychic ahili 

ty to go to the Laundromat 
whenever everyone else dix-s 
The time doesn’t matter it 
could he Wednesday morning at 
10 or Sunday evening .it 7 but 
whenever I look in the closet and 

say. "Oh my (iod. I don’t have 
a shirt lor tomorrow!" is when 
America decides to wash its 
clothes 

Hut that ma\ be fortunate; 
after .ill. there's not much to do 
at the I .iundiom.il except look at 

the people there \tul w ten 
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you're surrounded, as I am. by 
that great crowd ot people who 
can’t or won’t buy their own 

Maytags, there’s lots ol variety. 
I hey dress tunny, tor in 

stance. People. I guess, arc like 
me: They don’t come to the 
Laundromat until they have to. 
which means they don’t have 

anything to wear that wouldn’t 
embarrass them to death .it 

I.\on s No one’s embarrassed 
at the laundry though; we re all 

equal in our old sweatpants. I 
shuts and holey jeans Occa 

NAT 

I f.». Iith >n.il f xfu’iifin'* 
m I in * ( ii/mai. 

y^nu 
WMAURANI ** 

B<*sid(*s Chines** Cuisine, u,e 

specialize in the Northern 

gourmet of Peking. 
I un< h Mon trill 30 2 30 
Dinner Mon Sun 4 30 10 00 

1775 West 6th • 484-6496 
Reer/Wme Major credit cards accepted 

—UO Bookstore.— 

Let’s Go 
Harvard Student Agencies 

Budget Travel Guide 
"Invaluable" The New York Times 

"let's Go: Europe is the ultimate directory of budget 
European accommodations... It is outspoken and 
comprehensive. And you won't find an American 
backpacker traveling without a copy." 

— Florida Times I’nion 

"These Harvard guides are unbeatable: good sight- 
seeing advice, up-to-date info on restaurants, hotels 
and inns,- a commitment to money-saving travel; and 
a wry style that brightens nearly every page." 

—The Washington Post 

Now available in General Books 

Your store since 1920 UO 
BOOKSTORE 

13th & Kincaid 
M-F 7:30-5 30 
SAT 10:00-4 00 
686-4331 

sionally. you sec the complete 
opposite, like pm stripe suits 

arui dry-clean only skirts 
Sometimes there are hi/arre 

combinations such as slacks and 
an Oregon Ducks sweatshirt or a 

silk blouse over a Catholic 
school tartan skirt livery one 

wears running shoes and no 

socks I think there’s a rule 
about that 

II there's no one strangely 
dressed and I feel some curious 

need to be educated, I pick up 
one ot the ancient Time 

magazines lying around and try 
to find out what was going on in 

the world last year 
[Cut w ho can read in the I aim 

drom.it’ I here s always one 

dryer that sounds as it someone 

had thrown a bucketlul ol small 
stones m with his logging outlit. 
0 i the Max M a c h i n e 

( I)AN(iI K Do not let small 
children play in washer'”) is 

warming up lot its sonic boom 

spin cycle 
So I crunch down in my 

plastic chair and turn to the 
world 

Mixing with the crowd is tun. 

but xou’xe got to observe a lew 

ground rules tor a sate time 

when people watching hirst, 
watch the children xei\ closely, 
second, don’t lorgel to keep an 

e\e on \out clothes 
I he baby boomlet is m lull 

swing at I aundromats. especial 
l\ on weekends I he moms in 

control ot these kids are pleasant 
but also good and harassed 
because small children love 
1 aundromats the same way they 
love supermarkets there are 

lots ol things on or neat the tloor 
that can be reached by even the 

xoungest arms 

A small, golden haired 

angelic box ot maybe 22 months 
can wreak tremendous havoc in 

a place like this Never worry 
about turn eating a chunk ol 

industrial strength detergent that 

happened to tall on the tloor. the 
kid's too smart tor that \ttei 
one wlntl. tie’ll throw it back 
and probably spit on it to make it 

slay 
No. trouble comes when he 

spots the bags and bags and bags 
ot laundrv the two mini skirted 
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coeds have drugged in. I'hese 
vs omen nev er seem to notice 
vvhat the voting guv is up to until 
the kul has grabbed a handful ol 
candy colored panties and is 

making oil like a demon to show 
mom the loot 

Mom. ot course, is dressed in 
her crummiest, ripped up old 

leans and her husband’s college 
sweatshirt and is about at the end 
ot hei rope Put those back!” 
she veils, as she struggles to get 
the sheets into the diver without 

dragging them on the lloor 

I hen the two coeds, who hv 
the wav are dressed as ii thev 
were heading lor dinner at the 
I \celsioi rather than a date with 
the rinse cycle. approach giggl 
mg to retrieve the underweai 
Mom sees them and sort ol sags 
against the di ver (hit ol kind 
ness, everyone turns away and 
reflects on the loss ot vouth c\ 

ccpt the kid. ol course, who is 

outraged that his tovs have been 
taken aw av 

lhis is only the beginning: 
Real trouble is coming soon, and 
it happens when you don’t keep 
wall h over voui clothes 

I here’s alwav s a militarv 

looking man 4li with muscles 

bulging under Ins I shirt, his 
head resembling an aircraft car 

rter and he's tossed his 
clothes into a tew divers. Being 
etticieni. he goes out to the near 

by grocery store while Ins 
clothes revolve. 

In comes the dryer vampire; it 

could be anyone, but it is usually 
another mom towing three kids. 

Illustration by Lorraine Rath 

She always strikes at Latin 
dromats that have mayhe 20 
washers and nine dryers. 

She sneaks in shortly alter 
“Surge" has gone, collects 
three washers lull of her clothes 
and cheeks out the dryer siuki 

lion All lull. She's canin 

though and has been through this 
hetore; she waits until a dryer 
has come to a standstill. No one 

approaches to get the clothes or 

to toss m another quarter That's 
her signal. 

Quickly she opens the door, 

gives the clothes a feel, smiles 
and nods as if to sa\. “OK. 
these are done.-' I veil though 
the> re not It s into the rolling 
basket with them, and hei 
clothes slide into the dr\et 
Before you can blink, she's out. 
starts up her ear and is gone 

I or Sarge. there's the pro 
speet ol hanging Ins clothes on 

the line and experieneeing the 
real |oy ot a surprise Oregon 
downpour. Lor the rest ot us. 

there's the incessant vigil o\ei 

our clothes in the Laundromat 

jungle People watching in these 

places can be fun. but diver wat 

clung can keep sou Irom coming 
to school m wet jeans 
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