'ENOUGH?

thought the picture was about, we made a
deal: I'd put it out there and he'd shape it

The character Harmon put out there 1s 2
hedonistic high school physical education
teacher blackmailed into teaching a remedi-
al reading course to an equally reluctam
and unpromising group of students The
picture 1s about how the teacher’s slowly
evolving sense of responsibility to his
charges helps them deal with such problems
as alcoholism, dvslexia and pregnancy

To an important degree, the character
and the picture are also about Mark Har-
mon's own academic experience, which s
broader and more faceted than his patented
UCLA BMOC image suggests

“It's about all those teachers who open up
doors for you,” he says. "And the way they
do that 1s by taking the ume to get to know
vou as an individual There've been plenty
of those—teachers and coaches and teacher-
coaches—in my hfe, at the |Los Angeles]
military high school 1 went to, at Pierce
College [in Woodland Hulls, Calif | and at
UCLA as an athlete

“T've got to say that at hirst UCLA was so
confused and confusing to me that | won-
dered if 1 shouldn’t have chosen my other
option, which was Oklahoma

But the size and diversity of the student
body at the West Los Angeles campus soon
became “as much a part of the educanonal
process as classes. | remember sitting 1n
Jazz-appreciation class where the guy to my
left was from Mozambique and the girl 10
my right from Scottsdale, Arizona  And
maybe hall the people didn't know that
there even way a foothall team ™

Among those who did know, quarter-
backing the Bruins to 8-3 and 9-2 seasons in
1972 and 1973, respectively, gave Harmon
“something of andentity. [ don't remember
being a big man on campus | remember
getting up early to go to classes [he was o
communications major |, followed by prac-
tice, followed by homework [he graduated
cum laude | ™ And only occasional blow-outs
where, he was sorry to tell the Coors people
years later, 'l drank whatever beer was on
sale that week

Harmon's face 1s exposed when he acts or

Summer 1987

|lll1}1l'~ (Coors. and so, olten enoueh, s his
llt'{i\ (Al ['.llt\rllf'll'll! thus, the Heople sex
test-man enconum. COh, veah, that tile
meant a4 lot too me he winees Then he

W hen
Teom whaom he had tak-
| hank ¢,

But the thine that 1 bke best about aet

t‘\[llllfil‘\IIIII-].HU_',hI'I'i 18 he recalls
I mer Mel Giibson
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Harmon plays a physical education in-

structor blackmailed into teaching a re-
medial reading course in Summer
School.
kickime dirt over my feehmes, and now tho |
don’t have todo that anymore ke mysell
whale Lot better

I'he simnbariy between the two s that
they re both pracnce-makes-pertect thines
what s amportant s the prepratation and the
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Pount and o car periter In e, teachine and
carpentry stll bigure in hos lile Loaast vear he
tanght o UCLEA Extension course that
peaple probably expected 1o be abour gt
e, while my tocus turned out tobe “Supvin
Al as an LoA-Based Avtor ur reative
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Harmon's major carpentry is the home he
has bt Tor homsell i the Santa Moniea
Mouvntans “Ud call s rasee " the kind ol
place you're more likely o bnd an LISt
New York than Calibormna he respond
when asked to deseeitbhe 10 7 hes all stone and
wood, all old-school crattsmanship. wath a
metal rool, soovorcan heat the ran
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