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thought the picture was about, we made a 

deal I’d put it out there and he'd shape it 

I he character Harmon put out there is a 

hedonistic high school physical educ.ition 
tea* her blackmailed into tea< lung a remedi- 
al reading course to an equally reluctant 
and unpromising group of students I he 

picture is about how the teacher's slowly 
evolving sense of responsibility to his 

charges helps them deal with such problems 
as alcoholism, dyslexia and pregnancy 

To an important degree, the character 
and the picture are also about Mark Har- 
mon’s own academic experience, which is 

broader and more faceted than his patented 
UCLA BMOC image suggests 

"It's about all those teachers w ho open up 
doors for you,’’ he says. "And the way they 

do that is by taking the time to get to know 

you as an individual 1 here’ve been plenty 
of those—teachers and coaches and teacher- 
coaches—in my life, at the [Los Angeles] 
military high school 1 went to, at Pierce 

College [in Woodland Hills, Calif | and at 

UCLA as an athlete 
“I’ve got to say that at first l TLA was so 

confused and confusing to me that 1 won- 

dered if I shouldn’t have chosen my other 

option, which was Oklahoma” 
But the size and diversity of the student 

body at the West Los Angeles campus soon 

became "as much a part of the educational 

process as classes I remember sitting in a 

jazz-appreciation class where the guv to im 

left was from Mozambique and the girl to 

my right from Scottsdale, Arizona And 

maybe half the people didn’t know that 

there even was a football team 

Among those who did know, quarter- 
backing the Bruins to 8- ^ and ‘>-2 seasons in 

ld72 and 1973, respectively, gave Harmon 
“something of an identity I don’t remember 

being a fug man on campus 1 remember 

getting up early to go to classes [he vs as a 

communications major), followed by prac- 
tice, followed by homework [he graduated 
cum laude).’’ And only occasional blow-outs 
where, he was sorry to tell the (’.oors people 
years later, "I drank whatever beer was on 

sale that week 

Harmon’s fac e is exposed when he acts or 

pile lies (ioors, .tiid so often enough, is his 
b<xi\ or [Mils thereof thus, (hr /’ /'/< se\- 

irst-man encomium "Oh, vr.ih. that title 
meant a lot to me, lie winces. 1 hen he 
explodes into laughter .is lie ret .ills \\ hen 
I met Mel (iibson, I mm w liotn he liatl tak- 
en over the title, "he said I hank (• ■ !' 

"But the thing that I like best about ac t- 

ing is that it allows \on to exj>osc vout > in 

linns It s also he savs, "the w a\ m w hu h 

acting th Hers most I mm tool ball \s an ath- 
lete, vout emotions are \cr\ tightlv 
wra[ipe(i because the athlete who shows 
his emotions, who aits out is the one who 

gets penalized I spent I \ears o| nn hie 

Harmon plays a physical education in- 

structor blackmailed into tcac him; a re- 

medial reading course in Summer 
School. 

kicking dirt met tm feelings, and now that I 

don’t ha\e to do that anymore I like m\ sell .1 

whole lot bettei 
I he snmlaritv between the two is th.it 

they're both pr.n tn e-makes-pet lei t tilings 
what’s important is the preparation and the 

process, the getting there instead ol the be- 

ing then- 1 he mention ol getting then 

even in the most literal sense makes Har- 

mon smile lome now being on a Ireewav 

with a container ol (oliee at a \ll m the 

morning, on im wav to a |oh 1 love, is a 

tin ill. espec a 11 \ at let working at tilings that 

didn’t fulfill me 

Bet ween 1 < 1. \ and tut mng acting into a 

full-time, w av-paving job, Harmon was an 

ad exec repping five 1 .os \ngeles-hascd ra- 

dio stations, a geometrv (cachet at West 

l\nlit .mil .u pentri In I act, tc.u him; ,m<l 

carpentry still 11 i;u c m In's I lie I .»st year hr 
t.im-ht .i l < I \ I xtrtision 11>m sc ili.it 

"people |>ti>11.11>1 \ expiated to he .ihoitt act- 

tnn. while in\ lot ns tut tied out to he Surety 
.11 .is .in I \ -B.iscd \> tot ot < irnttyr 

Wuitinn I'm not .ill th.it ntc.it it w.litinn 
m\sell .ind one ol the thitins th.it til.ikes 
u .Ittinn c.Islet IS ( .11 pentt \ 

1 hit inon s mu|or carpentry is the home lie 
h.ls hiillt lot lllllisell ill the Santa Nh'llli.i 

Mount.inis Id (.ill it ’rustu tin kind ol 

pi.ue vmt re more likely to find in upstair 
New \ > k tli.ill < 1111 (>llll.t he tespotids 
\s hen asked to desi t the it It s all stone and 

wood, all old-si liool raltsinaiiship. with a 

metal tool, so you i.m heat the rain 

\ltei s.iiltnn throunh this town all da\ 

listen inn t( 1 a 11 those tet ritu alls cm oiiranmn 
hut usually meamnnlrss tlutu;s you heat 
H hell \ i>u e he! u ecu |ohs. I all ( ollie home 
and look at this solid tlunn I huilt \nd now 

that it s finished I ve heen workmn oil a 

1‘t i't uoodte station w,u;on 1 |itst hounht 
and h(d[)tnn friends hut Id tlimns lot then 
houses 

Musi dt Harmon s close friends are "i'llvs 

I’ve known .1 loin; lime ( (lie’s .1 college 
roommate. .inolhei 1 ve known since I was 

nine \ ears old I lint s not to sav I don 1 lintl 
lemtu camaraderie nmoiu; m\ lellow .n 

tors, tiei ausc I do 

I w o actors with w Ik mi I i.11■ 111011 h.is 1 c- 

|)oi le(il\ loiind .mi.i! .ulei ic .mil then 
some ue (distin.1 Raines, .1 / atnin.;“ 

(o-woikei, and more ie(cntl\, M\ 
Snitt Sinn si.11 I’,mi Ihiwbci While 
n.tw hei told /’, >f>l, in.n;.i/inc that she and 
I la mi ion w ei e .1 limit to move m together 1 his 

house), Hannon is less dneet I mini;me I 
w ill |( hange 11 is in.11 Hal status! sinned.11 
I n((c|>t the tail that i|ueslioiis like (Ins go 

with the terntoiv, Imt I don’t like leeling 
that I have lo answei them ( )ne o| the 

tilings that 1 like most ahout the legcndarv 
ai tors ol the h)s and 11)s is that tlies were 

aide to in.Hilt.nil something ol a sense ol 
mvsteiv ahout themselves ^ 

Dorm Id ( h o se \ ■ 


