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Negotiations to resume Saturday;
schools set to reopen next week

By Jackie Barry
Of the Emerald

Negotiators  will reconvene
this Saturday at 1 p.m. in an at-
tempt to settle the strike bet-
ween the Eugene Education
Association and the 4-] School
District, according to
Superintendant Margaret
Nichols

State mediator Nancy Ruiz
canceled talks earlier this week,
saving 18 hours of talks failed to
produce enough progress  to
warrant continuing the session
that ended Wednesday.

Nichols said the district’s
desire to continue talking re-
mains “unabated.”’ She said the
only way the dispute can be set
tled is if the two sides talk

District office strike captain
George Wilhelmi said he
couldn’t believe the school
board and superintendent *“a
tually support this lack of effort
to bargain in good faith.”

He said district negotiator
Steve Goldschmidt's method of
negotiating was “‘not to
negotiate."’ He said an 18-hour
session that produced so little
growth was clearly a stalling
tactic.

In a related issue, the union
has filed two labor complaints
against 4-] with the State
Employment Relations Board in
Salem

Shari Thomas, a public rela

tions spokeswoman for the
union, said one complaint
relates to a decision made by the
ERB in March. directing the
school board to bargain over
part-time seniorityv. Thomas
said the school board- has ig-
nored the order, and the union
is attempting to have a court
make the order

The second complaint in-
volves salaries the board said it
will pay substitute teachers who
have said they will teach during
the strike. According to
Thomas, the 4-] substitute con-
tract stipulates substitutes will
be paid $77 per day, and the
district has offered $148 per day
to substitutes who will work
during this dispute. The district
can't increase the rate without
bargaining, she said, but i
refuses to bargain

District otficials could not be
reached for comment on the
labor complaints Thursday
evening.

Meanwhile, district officials
are continuing efforts to reopen
schools next week

Nichols said secondary
schools will reopen next
Wednesday but will be on a
shortened schedule for a few
days, giving teachers and prin
cipals extra time for planning

Nichols also said elementary
schools may open the same day
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But Mason, the Portland
Democrat and part-time PSU in-
structor, defended the distribu
tion of wealth among the three
universities

“Those of us in the urban area
wanted some equity in the fun
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Earlier this vear Mason
remarked that one of Oregon’s
biggest mistakes was building
the University in Eugene,
which is too far from the state’s
main population center in
Portland
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but are not tully staffed vet

She said the district has a
total of 500 certified teachers
scheduled as replacements and
needs 633 to reopen all schools.
The district usually employs
about 1,200 teachers.

The district will continue to
recruit and interview l'l!l‘.l'ilt‘.[!-
ment teachers after schools
reopen, Nichols said, to beef up
programs from a minimal level.

She said she still hopes the
strike will end before schools
reopen with replacement
teachers. “"Some days it feels
like a desperate hope.™

Nichols said district officials
made a “deliberate decision not
to reopen’ as early as they
could have, possibly a week
ago. She said the additional
conflict and animosity present
in such a situation prompted
this decision. "But we've reach-

R i s L BTN O g oL e TR .

VW'S MERCEDES BMW'’S
DATSUN TOYOTA

342-2912 0N

ENTER TO

wIN A ciant PIZZA

FILL OUT THIS SURVEY AND MAIL IN

1) WOULD YOU BUY A VIDEO TAPE ON

COLLEGE PARTIES ? 7YEs wo [¥
2) HOW MUCH WOULD YOU PAY FOR rr?

$20 $25 $30 $35 CIRCLE ANSVERS
SEND TO:
C B. VIDEO / PO BOX 1282 / SPFLD, OR 97477
&

RAARARAARRAAAARRRARAARRAAARRARNARRERARARR]

P e e e e e e e e e e

P T T B B N PR R L L e g 3

ed a point where the price for
students not to have school is

-

Peace Corps Volunteer Margaret
Pertibone of Seartle, a health and
nutrition specialist serving in the
West African nation of The Gambia,
recently wrote this account of her
work in that developing country.

“Bakendik i1s a Gambian farm-
ing village located on the North bank
of the Gambia River, not tar from
the Senegalese border. There are
1,000 people hving here speaking
diverse languages of Mandinka,
Wollot, Fula, Jola and Serrcehule
I'wo chiefs preside over the village,
one a Mandinka, one a Wollof
Both served in the British Army
during WWIIL.  The main activity is
farming — rice and vegetables by the
women and couscous by the men.

One villager, Mustapha Jam
men, has been propagating Mango
trees in his back vard in tin cans for
S vears or more. He was encouraged
to do this when he heard radio
reports out of Senegal talking of the
advance of the desert. (There s, of
course, no electricity here, so he
listens when he has batteries.) When
the trees are about 18 inches high he
transplants them to a field and car
ries water to them from a well which
15 about one quarter mile distant
He protects his trees with bamboo
fences and bits of corrugated tin.
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[here 1s no herd law here so goats,
sheep, and the big horned African
cattle wander at will.  Anything
green attracts them.  The survival
rate for Mustapha's trees 1s very low.
After five years he has 7 trees

As a Peace Corps Volunteer |
was posted to this village to investi
gate the causes of malnutrition, At
the same time, | became aware every
dav that the land was blowing
here they call 1t the Harmattan
winds, Sand is everywhere.

In the hopes of increasing food
production, changing land use and
perhaps altering the work load of
women, the wvillagers and 1 began
talking of tree planting. Together
with Mustapha, the Primary School
Headmaster, and a prominent
woman we obtained US, A1 D
funds to provide adequate fencing
and an accessible water supply for a
fruit farm. School children are cach
.L\\l_\.‘llu[ atree tocare tor and can be
seen watering their trees morning
and might, Villagers who were skep
tical of Mustapha's vision are now
asking how to start their own. [t s
a beginning. "'
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