
Out of Bounds 

Little League on Wheels 
lake a winding track cranim 

oil into a half-acre, imagine 
something designed between the 
Hnduro 5(H) and the Four de 
France, throw in a little Ken 
tucks Derby. and sou come up 
ss ith HM \ i.icing 

HMX stainls lot Hicyclc Moto 
( loss, and it’s about racing 
stubbv little bikes around a track 
that looks like a proving ground 
lot lour'wheel drive trucks Hut 

beyond simple appearances. 
HMX lacing has become a 

phenomena that has created its 

own world HMX lacing sup 
ports a separate bicycle in 

duslis. attracts an international 

following and has an organi/a 
lion ss ith (>ls mpic ambitions 

It's a sport some folks lake 

seriously. 
Accoidmg to F.mcrald Valles 

HM\ President Scott Snook, 
there are between ((H) to 4(H) 

|K‘ople m l.ugene who take 
HMX seiiousIs and belong to the 

organization. 
"It’s a family based actis i 

ts Snook says 
I he April I I race in I ugcnc 

drew (>d racers betsveen the ages 
of 5 and Id In true l.ittle 
League fashion, the parents 
became Ians, cheering and sell 

ing exhortations from the 
sidelines 

I he hardest thing about it is 

for the parents to slay out of it." 
sass Jim W ilson, the tathei of a 

K) seat old racei With HM\ 

bicycle puces i.mgmg betsseen 
SS(H) and S |. |(H). one mas 

ssondei sshs parents wouldn't 
i till ass as f rom it 

Hut according to Snook, 

parents often become invoked 
to the point of wanting more 

HMX equipment than the kids 
I he parents get hooked.” 

Snook sass 

Harrs Hurlburt. the designer 
of Fugene’s HMX track, has a 

bit different perspective on 

HMX lacing It s like oss nmg a 

iace horse, he sas s 

Hut this is not merely some 

form of I .utle I eague on \c heels 
HMX attracts racers from both 

genders and has plenty of room 

toi the post adolescents and 

parents envious of then 
children's action I he older 
HMXers have toimcd a club of 
then own. called the \ntii|ue 
( i niseis 

Local BMX clubs, like 

Luge tic's, hold races bused on a 

layered system of age groups 
and skill levels Racers must 
survive qualifying races, called 
"motos." before entering the 
final races, called "mams 

bach age includes three skill 
levels novice, intermediate and 

expert Motos are held lor every 
skill level ol each age. and the 
winners advance to the mams 

I he cream ol the BM \ crop 
get a chance .it regional and nu 

tional tournaments At this stage 
a system ol points takes over 

from the skill level struggle I he 

pros compete loi numbered 

plates that go on then bikes I lie 
more points a racer earns at 

tournaments, the lower the plate 
number, with number one being 
the natural goal I he lowci the 

plate number, the greatci the 
skill, and the greater the chance 
ol finding BMX glorv at the big 
national tom numents 

Dedicated BMXers. ‘point 
chasers" in BMX vernacular, 

spend whole weeks on the road 

attending regional tournament 

races m Portland. Corvallis and 

Roscburg 
A real lionoi conies when a 

BMX bicycle company spots a 

promising racci and hires the 
racer to i ulc the company's pro 
duct at the nationals Vice 
IVic.ell. I I. ot I ugcnc is a "lac 

tory rep. which means that the 
I I I BMX bicycle company in 

l.ugene pays his traveling costs 
when he competes at the nu 

tionals Per cc 11 won nine na 

lionals tor this honor 

According to Snook. Percell s 

success is no surprise I Ins 
track produces national caliber 
i iders, he sav s 

I he American Bu y e le 
Association. BMX s umbrella 

organization, holds most na 

tional tournaments m the birth 

place ot BMX the southwest 
I he loyal and obsessed speak m 

awe ot places like Stockton. 
Bakerslield and < )klahoma Citv. 

places most people have othei 
names lor But to BMXers. the 
national tournaments at these 

places breed legend At the na 

tionals there’s a chance to see 

more than a thousand racers 

competing in hundreds ot motos. 
and the opportunity to meet and 
mingle with an inexhaustible 
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\«lult spectators cheer the the \ unity racers mi at the BM\ race track near \lton Baker Park and 
the corner of \nt/en .Stadium's parkiny lot. 

ihimhoi ol othei BM\ devotees 
I ugene will host iho I umbo 

lack National I out namoni on Ju 
l\ 20 I ho regional (io\ei 
noi s ( Up w ill he hold this Juno 

BM\ has roaohod that IonoI ol 
matin 11\ whoro lads, moNomonts 

and sports o route whole 

languages ot then ow n 

I he serin! who got the hole 
shot hilled light allot lie got inn 

tor mi l.uokiK. he wore good 
leathers, hut he taeoed Ins haok 
wheel 

I he translation to this eonies 

out meaning that one ol the 

smaller BMXers took itit- lead .it 

the beginning ol the race, hop 
ped tiis hike into the air while 

going o\er one ol the giant 
washboard ruts, and crashed 
soon after He didn't get m|urcd 
though. tlianks to the padded 
motoiwcle suit and helmet lie 
wore But the crash did bend his 
back wheel, making it look like 
a taco 

BM\ dclimlcK has establish 
ed a firm hold in I ugene I he 
main appeal has to do with 
BMW lamils appeal BMX has 
a "something the whole !amil\ 
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can get invoked w 11h tool it' it 

“It's a good family spt»rt.“ 
Wilson sa\s. 

Snook cites the quality of the 

young people who MMX at 

tracts, characteri/mg them as 

clean, decent kids 
I he pr ulc of f me raid V alley 

MMX is the rat. me Hack, located 
in a cornel of Aut/en Stadium's 
parking lot, dircclk across from 
(late 4 Ihe track sports the 
classic features that produce the 
MMX \crsion of thiills and 
ch.lls 

I specially important are the 
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