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Out of Bounds

Fake o winding track cramm
ed o a halt-acre, imagine
something designed between the
Enduro 500 and the Tour de
France. throw i oa httle Ken
tucky Derby . and you come up
with BMX racing

BMX stands tor Bieyele Moto
Cross. and s about  racing
stubby Little bikes around a track
that looks Like a proving ground
tor tour wheel-drive trucks. But
bevond  sumple  appearances
BMX racmge  has  become
phenomena that has created s
own world BMX racing sup
ports o separate bicvele
dustry . attracts an oamternational
followimg and has an organiza
ton with Olympic ambitions

It's a sport some folks take
seriously

Accordimg o Emerald Valley
BMX  President Scott Snook
there are between A0 1o 4040
people i Eugene who ke
BMX serniously and belong to the
organmzation

SIS a0 tanmuly -based  activa
3 Snook siy s

The Aprl 11 race in Bugen
drew 69 racers between the aves
of 5 and 19 In true Lattle
]l'.ll'.'lll' tashion,  the parents
became tans, cheermg and vell
e eshortations trovn the
sidelines

The hardest thing about it s
for the parents to stay out of it
savs hime Walson, the tather of o
T year old racer. With BMX
hicyele poces rangimg between
S and STOHOO,  one iy
wonder why  parents wouldn 'y
run away trom it

But  according 1o Snook,
parents otten become mvolved
to the pomt of wanting more
BMX cquipment than the kids

The  parents get hooked
Snook savs

Harry Hurlburt, the designer
of Fugene's BMN track. has a
bt ditterent  perspective  on
BMN racimy

rave hoese, " he savs

s ke o ninge o

But this s not merely some
torm ot Little Leavue on wheels
BMNX attracts racers trom both
venders and has plenty ol room
tor  the  post adolescents and
parcnts envious ol then
children's  action Fhe  older
BMXcers have tormed a club ol
thew own, called the Antigue
Clrursers

Local BMX clubs, like
Eugene's, hold races based on a
layered system ol age groups
and skill levels. Racers must
survive qualifying races, called

MOtos betore enterning the
tinal races. called “"mans

Each age

levels: novice. imtermediate and

includes three skill

expert. Motos are held for every
shill level ol cach age, and the
winners advance to the mans
Fhe cream ot the BMX crop
vl o chance ot regiomal and na

tonal tournaments. At this staye

A4 Svstem ol points takes over
Lrown the skl level strugele Hil
pros. compete  lor nwmbered

plates that go on ther bikes The
More  points  a racer carns al
tournaments. the lower the plat
number, with number one beimng
the natural goal The lower the
plate number. the greater the
skill. and the greater the chance
ol timdinge BMX elors at the big
natiomal tourmaiments

Dedicated  BMXers point
Chasers im BMX vernacular
spend whole weeks on the road
davendime  recional tournmaoment
races in Porthamd, Corvallis and
Roseburyg

A real honor comes when o
“\I\ l'll Vi |\

pronusing  racer amnd hires the

Oy '-.I\H[\ ol

racer o rde the company s pro

duct  at the  nationals. Vi
Percell, T of Bugene s a "l
tory rep. which means that the

ELE BMX bicvele company i
Lugene pavs his traveling costs
when he \t'lll[‘\h'\ at the na
nomtls . Percell won mine na
tomals tor this honor

Accordmg 1o Snook., Percell's
SUCCESS I N surprise Ihis
track produces national calibes
riders, ™ he says

I he American Bicyole
Association,  BMN's  ambrella
organization,  holds  most  na
tonal tourmnaments i the birth
place of BMX . the southwest
Fhe loval and obsessed speak in
awe ol ;l|.|\.'\ hke Stockton
Bakersticld and Oklahoma Ciy
places most people have other
mames for Bur to BN ers. the
matonal  tourmoments ot these
places breed legend . At the na
tonals there's a chance o see
more  than o thousand  racers
\1'I!]}\L'I1II_\_' mn h\llhih'\ik ol motos
and the GpPpPortunity eomeet anld

mingle  with an mexhausuble
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Adult spectators cheer the the young racers on at the BV race track near Alton Baker Park and
the corner of Autzen Stadium’s parking lot,

number ol other BMN devotees

Fugene will host the Tuamber
pck National Tournament on la
Iv 2526 The remonal Gover
nors Cup o will be held this Jund

BMXN has reached that fevel ot
oty where Lads. mosements
and  sports  create whole
languaves ol then own

Lhe scrud who got the holg

shot brtted nieht atter he ot ma
por e Luckily. he wore goiwd
leathers. but he tacoed s back
wheel

Fhe translation o this comes

out  meanmmyg  that one ol the

smaller BMXers took the lead at
the begimming of the race. hop
ped his bike into the air while
gomg  over one ol the grant
washboard  ruts,  and  crashed
soon after. He didn't vet inpured
thoweh thanks 1y the |‘.Il|\1\'\|
motorevele swit and helmet he
wore  But the crash did bend his
back wheel! making 1t look like
R FTAE

BMXN detimnely has establish

¢d o tirm hold in BEugene The

can gl myolved with teel toat
CIUs a good  tanuly  sport,
Wilson savs

Snook cites the \|I1.|]I|\ ol the
voung  people who BMN @
tracts, charactenizing  them  as
clean,  decent kuds

Fhe prde of Emerald Valley
BMX s the racine track . located
N acorner ol Autzen Stadwm s
parking lot, directly across trom
Crate 4 Ihe track sports the

classic features that produce the

BMN  version ot tholls  and
chills
Especially mmportam are the

naan appeal has o do o with

BMN S tanuly appeal BMX has

a “something the whole fanuly
University
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