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| came from because they lost America Indiar n urbat

lAll the time l‘m trying to remember that l‘m a part Of ’ I!!:‘\t.lf’:'['-'}n-‘.l Savs \.‘\"\l' :Il..:‘}i‘ :;:1.!!.;-. 171‘-. I:-.",-“'.I...'r". II!

this earth, 'm a part of this organism called Earth. provides a number of func. | sense of loss. of the ini
tions to the approximately 90 thar ancestors  suttered,  of

That's really the most important thing that 've been
taught in my life. That's the tradition that | maintain —

it's my heritage.’

— James Florendo

u||.~.|npllun in thew traditions |
In our case (Klamath) . we lost
that

Wwas Aa ||:|j.

our land base so
automatically
disruption in the fact that with
losing the land, peaple
Manvy of them 1o

where  she

miarated
Portland

works 1o help them adjust and

[RLALN

ITvVive

urvival a key con
cept o lames Floren
do. the director of the
Springhield Indian Education
Program I'he
-i.-\.nqrn--i (]

children the

Prograt
give  India
basic survival |
skills to make it in today s ac |
celerated socety

A major focus of the o
qram s tutornng to help kuds
make it through school But
the  program

also  teaches

culture and tradition, keeping

it alive for some families
teaching others a hertage that
lost throwuagh

I o

families, the past no longer

has been

assimilation many
living  memaory
traditions have been blurred
like
Florendo's in Springfield and
the NATIVES  program

Eugene strive to keep thal

SUTVIVES 1IN

and  lost Programs

hertage alive
Florendo says many  In

dians are “turming to those
traditions to Ilu'ijl them (et
through those academics and
try  and httle  self
a hittle self esteem
mamtain the  tradition
within them without making
them SEParaly 2

Florendo  reflects the  at
titude of many urban Indians
in his desire to uphold tradi
non while becoming a s

part  of the

mstll a
conhidence
and

i .'-».‘-JII]

larqer

sOCIety
Unfortunately.  stered Mypes 1

persist, and Florendo s trying

'

to reshape the program to

focus on more vital aspects of
survival  American  Indians
have exerted a lot of effort m
recent

vears o order 1o

l"hl\dT\' 1o I[I-lil.lll'- .|hlllll

thetr culture and  then
hentage But even this educa
Han process has catsed Proy
blems for Indians

A lot of the show and tell
that we used to do in the pro
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only remforce
tin thye
students that we went

to and talked to

Qrams
stereotypes Lrom
Inchan)
I hev wanted
to see Indians dancing, they
wanted to talk about artifacts |
and

L

historical  background

would go out

students

and show them dress up

and dance and show them
the traditions of thewr tibe |
And that's how the students
think those Indian children

we Well, that's por how the

[frl!.'llui:' has taced the

earned his master of fine arts
at the Umiversity. He says that
his art does not necessarily
meet people’'s expectations of
what a Northwest Amerncan
Indian should be pamting

I'}‘--r.l.'. from u]l !'-n':l.' an

being from Oregon e

1
I hawvi (i |

peciall

perspective i me

mind about art and the wa
that | sce Indians and the way
that | see culture. And it's not
likee  the Naorthwest  coast

h only Indian an

15 the
tule  recognized toten
ven and all [f
that

the

poles and the ra
dont dao
vou re
Northwest
But the stereotypes exist on

Yo (paint)

not from

i8] ]dll]\'[ scale as well Floren
do says many peaple loak at
|1|'(.1l|'-u' he

him and say

le uJi'ﬁH |i1’(l' an II!-{[-II‘. ill'
should be pamting traditional
Indhan art “They'll ask vou
why vou arent at Samta Fe
" San
ta Fe is the home of one of
the few  ant
country run by the

Indian Aftans

Even on a UV ersity

It's really sort of funny

schools m the

lurean of

cam
Florendo was faced with
When |
was going to school there was

When are

pus
these  prejudices
awhaole attitude of
vou gqoing home?
But he has not et attitudes
and preconceptions influence
Whether he

SCASCAPUS Or ]\..Ttl.ut-\

his art paints
he br
Igs i an mdividual essence
that makes his art hus own

| thought | kind of wanted

1o just do art he says "My,

wite 15 from Pans | find
muself -Itl-\'illn'l{ there much
maore readily than here | can
do  anvthing | want over

there  Thev'll judge it not by
me, but by what thev see |

AL SMITH

can Jdo whateven

picture |
It doesn't have o be a

want
dance on

Fl
b

hertage. but he

aleepee

T f'u]li?

s ot \lvn\‘.r.-;- his
is tighting to
balance his herntage with his

incivi

lualig. his own ideas

and the society he lives in

Al

w time 'm trwing to

my life That's the tradition
that | maintain s my
}LI'T:!-l'll‘ We  are
know that
live that
Ihis balance

striving  for in the

taught to

remember that

is what he
Indian
Educaton Program  Despite

whkuyrounds and

of the Amencan

the diverse |
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Indians i this area. there an
e ba belefs that servs
] Y toundat 1oan a
COMImunm
For many fracdiitions  un
que 1o mdividual  tribe Al

lost while they strive to main

tain a larger spiritual heritaas
that binds most  America
Indians

It 15 these mner strengths

that Florendo falls back on
directing the program and for
mulating services that would
best serve the commumty
Ihere are all different mibes

-'I‘HE

all ditferent religions and
all ditferent behef
$ut they all have the
that  we  live
carthh We take
haik

and
custom
ame  basis
”IIIilI‘.‘h thi

from i and we give

tewart Whitehead 15
the  diector of  the
Native American 'Stu
dent Union INASLY at tha
Whiere
Qrew  ups on o a o reservation
Whitehead has a different ex
perience He s from Siletz. an

University Florendo

area that was atfected by e
Since

land

mination  policy then

some  of the around
Siletz has been remstated . but
termimation already has had
its effect

Whitehead savs one result
of this forced
that “a lot of them have in
bred with the white people so

assimilation 1s

that there aren’t very mant
full blooded Indians in those
arcas A ot of then culture
”Ii'h' n'lTl'I\.l
very manv people

has Ih'l'l’l ||>-|[
who can
speak therr native

Very few sl

tongues
l‘l'.!l! (0]} 1!”
anvthina like that anumore
Ihere are
i Stlety 1hat

a lot il ;!-‘H]\!-'
are Indian peo
ple that don’t know anvthing

about ther hentage ['hey

know thevre Indian,  they
know they arew up i Siletz
and that a reservation was
there, but that's all A lot of

herntage 1s gone

H\' 15 aware of some of the
traditions that were absent in
his  own upbringing the

(BT ||i-\

holidavs traditional

and ceremonies that were no
longer practiced among manvy
of the Siletz Indians 1 never

saw a Root Feast celebrated

where on reservation in
celebrate
o1 Feast

celebrate the commmag of

their traditions the
the SprmagG wath I

I'hey

American Indian students at
tending the University. One is
Especially

come from the
Whitehead
‘They can find a place
where they can talk 1o other
Indian people and take part in

a soclal support
when they
reservations,’

Savs

events that we have
Educational opportunities
cultural events and other in

armation are

through NASUE Many of the

channel

o

JAMES FLORENDO

social functhions ke do
and pow wows are held i the
I ong House located on Col
mbia Street i east Eugene
Uiaddit rally lng
qathernng

vhere lndians had then Pow

T'rs

|;1 LSS

]I!.h | s

W their spintual celebra

Tiean i their feasts .ﬂn'

NASU L ong House 18 similar

evervthing  from

Lo communitty

4 Long House was

fedicated ta NASU in 1975

It was blessed by the people
P

Woarm Springs <o it could

s a spintual place

Chne conple was even mamed

R B n a

Amenican  Indian

by a Washington

perdormed

W hits Fead hu‘ill'\l'\

tace somewhat dif

\
1l
1

w smiall population of In

traditional
ceremony
urban

crent problems than those on
teservations. He says that just

i noa city leads to dif
hiculies "When children go
11 1 Fiosial T]lu'\, e ]!l"!hl}‘l\.

b only Indians i that «
wher
ad Bl ao to Madras (1o at
tve i 10}
| When

Indians in thei

ass

students in Warm
ool). There they have

Tl'.("-, go oA

LT i-n';JHTT,!'HI\{ they have
to deal with a  differem
Luiasti
. s adults face similay
provlems when thev mowve i

I When vou look inte
Ill' 1iral
| sl }

diconoism thal goes on

I'hat

it WO

denuty problems  that  they

! it bemng accepted by
(RATHI| vorkers when !}!1"_
Wt oamto  the urban  area

because  sometimes  they're
discriminated  against a ot

maore than they were exposed

vareas there's a lot of

b aAllse |-f the

the hentage that has bewo
stripped away  and  often
made meaningless  All tao
many of these people turn to
.lI'||1

druds as an

alcohol
AlNSWT

Some support systems do
Rn‘ri k'\l”i WA s

counseling center

however

e s E'.

exst

'.'.::'- f| f-n LISy'S »In L 4 i .s]l.'
Amencan Indians with add
And if an I

wn problems

han in trouble 1s lucky, that
PETSON might  run mto. A
Sinith
Stnith s alo man wl
TV 1 ' ol
miritual leader Smice he )
Hoer by f
| 1 QN 1

Falls ivto. Portiai

he has seen the devastation
alcohol hras dame tis [
brothers and sister anad to

tumself

He now uses his 30 vears

of sobnetyv to others

then

help

overcome addictions

He savs learmimg his own
hertage  and  tradition  has
helped him to relearn  at

titudes that were destructive
tor him By
leading pravers at sweat lodge

counseling

ceremonies and plaving  his
Smith is  helping
rechannel the bitterness and
other Indians
that might be destroving thei
lves

Although they have suf
fered with recent federal cut

drum

resentment in

backs. all of these programs
strugale 1o keep running, to
}'TT'H\'II{\’ their services as well
as a sense of community for
American Indians That sense

of community 15 aften what
keeps people from drifting on
1 yet iy, Bolme

Savs

another

Florendo believes that. in
sething up services, 1tis umpon
tant to structure them so the
entire family is helped He
when people
unemploved or facing finan
cial difficulty. they have a
hard time giving their children
the everyday
they need: that parents get
wrapped their own
'{i‘ﬂll‘\‘s[lll!

SAays are

reinforcement
up in
Native
American cultures.” Florendo

When

vider and vou can't provide

“Especially in

SdVs VOl T a 1!].'

ts really demolshing How
can you be an effective parent
and model when vou
can t take care of things that
are  crucial to  the

famly "

role
whole

But Florendo 1s optimistic
We've always been told we
were  different Instead  of
dwelling on those differences
maybe we should start using
:E‘!f-'ln'ln-'\ to our ad
belief 15 dit
ferent, then we may as well

those

vantage If our

start believing that way and

use that to survive instead of

usimg it as an 1

UNOLISY (8] |--'
sad

He sees the end to that

sadness in the smiles on the

remember that 'm a part of | spring and unemployment laces of his children “The
SAMme stercotypes i pursuing this eart | a part of this pray for a loneliness resent kids are our future I | can't
' 1 won i hite: pain { ik ' i { \ 1 g
his real passion i =y AR Earth. That's | thev pray f nent. Whatever the rea 1o anv better, then | hope to
ting He 1s a Wasco India rea oSt important and the continuat f al lcohol me of the most support my kids so that the
rim 1nQ ! thing that  T—_— o that | dhidin'i ] i
from Warm Springs w q that 've been taught tha N1 see a vher levastating problems amaon lo better "y
» . . 3 s -
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