In Search of an Identity

In today’s fast-paced society, American
Indians are rediscovering their heritage.

BY ALYSON SIMMONS

magine an  Oregon  with no

highways, no cities. no dams. Pi

ture its abundance unmanaged
uncheck un wrolled is  rivers
alive steelhead and salmon. its
torests dark and silent with old arowt!

Is this some fantasy born of the mind
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beside the door Painted on it an eagle
is sithouetted agamst an American flag

The front door swings open. and a
group of men come in One man s

wearing shorts and a dirty sweatshin

e writer She has worked for the

aily Emerald for three vears ar

with the word Alaska fading on the
back His long black han falls

his unsmiling face  Another voung

wildly
over his
man has dusty jeans and no front teeth
A third man looks to be i his mid 505
His face

hair 1s pulled back mto a ponytail that

scarred . and his et black

plunages

halfway down his back

lhe three talk as they wait for the
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abs  actually  ars Some dont even
have some minimal knowledge. like
w to get around the city. Transporta

hon s a tremendous problem

The Urban Indian Council offers a
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workshops. Bolme also tries to stress
the importance of education to the

people she works with either higher

schools where they can learn skills

help them survive in an urban setting
A ot of these folks are lo |
When they come
to an urban area. it's

that into a jot

chers.” she says

hard 1o translate

Current economic conditions hawe
had a severe backlash on American In
hans It |

often ethme minonties who

ulter first when there are not enougt
byt 8] wound. Federal domest
thacks have affected many Prograrn
that have served American Indians in
1 |
Warm Sprin iterd ( 1
1 e reservation that dog
I ot huah rate b u plo
ment  found in ither  reser
awound th untry Bolme call L
I 1 hat we all | o finger
) example of a tnbe that
me self Istannin b
Warm Springs was establis
treat n o 1855, bringing  together
mbers of vanous Warm Springs
trib 15 well as Wasco and Pawte In
Fhe economic health of Warm
Spring lue I part 10 its stron
tinber industry. Along with s mill
Warm  Springs has the  successiul

recreational resaort Kah Nee Tah and a
fish hatchery It 1s also one of the few
Oregon  reservations  that  survived
lerminahon

Fermination An ominous word for a
devastating

experience 10 Miany

Amencan  Indians It was an  ex
penmental federal policy enacted in the
carly  1950s  that

number of Oreqgon Indians Congress

affected a  large

contended that Indians needed to be

Amencan soctety and that by removing

the restiicton of federal LPETVISION
wer the tibes, this assimilation proces
would be accelerated  With the 1w
mination bills, all federal services were
ended and all tmbal lands were sold
and 12 000 Amerncan Indians i eighn
tates lost their federal statu

IThe end resalt of the termination
policy  was  the removal  of  mand
Amencan Indians from the land bas

that had kept thew hertage alive Once
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In dividing tnbes, families often wen
wparated,  sometimes  thousands  of
miles apart To a culture whose social
structure was based on family and kin
--|||]: this was a devastating blow  Sull
common beliefs and expenence ned
the |l|'i|1lll' of the reservations together
When their tribes were terminated, In
dians were forced 1o once again break

social ties and move to find a

|
hvelihood

Bolme says “termination was a real

Nevada homi education, or at  least wvocatonal '1.7.,:;'1"E|[ into  the mainstream of destructive thing to the Indians It's a
Spectrum, the ODE's weekly magazine Page
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