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Booking for 
Your Vacation 
As summer approaches, a student’s thoughts 
turn to escaping the classroom. Travel books help 
you plan—and daydream—about getting away 
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It sa bright winter morning in Rome, and 
the American college student taints to see 

more than the h list It ng crowds in St. Peter's 
Si/narc. The jnith to authentic street life 
cannot be discovered from the government 
tourist office, and one of those onceover 

lightly guidebook's doesn f help much. Hut 
here, in the pages of Romeivalks''iHq.lt. 
$9.9f>i, is a suggested tour of the Trastevere 
section, with an historical anil artistic her- 
itage ascafiticatingasanx in Rome s histor- 
ic center, .t stroll along the V ia dell'Arco 
da Tolomei reveals children rushing off to 
school while grandmothers hang laundn 
from balcony ra i h rigs a ndja bber across nar- 

row alleyways. A124 H. a hand-lettered sign 
warns that at beach morning. Raphael the 
baker leaves his home laden with baskets of 
bread bound for market—so please don t 
block the dooricay. Ah. sighs the traveler. 
t his is Rome. 

Whether 
you want to tour Paris 

in a day or camp out in the 
Maine wilderness, you’ll find 
that the best guidebook is the 
one most specifically tailored 

to your interests. The travel bookshelf is 
crammed with several hundred titles— 
more than 3(H) new ones in U)H6 alone— 
designed to help everyone from the most 

hapless novice to the well-seasoned veter- 
an and from the camera-strapped general- 
ist to the fact-seeking scholar. 

Guides carve up the globe in a dizzying 
variety of ways. Fodor's Europe 1987 ($14.95), 
for example, packs the whole Continent 
into a very large nutshell. As for countries, 
vou can find the familiar—the informative 
Blue Guide: Scotland (Sorton. $19.95)—or the 
exotic—the colorful Insight Guides: Nepal 
(Prentice Hall. $16.95). Regional approach- 
es include t la* brand-new Cadogan Guides: The 
South of France (Globe Pequot Press. $12.95) 


