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Bicycle disappearance not always due to theft

By Deborah Janes
M the Emerald

When University junior Rob
Halpern stepped out of Allen
Hall last November, he faced an
ugly surprise: his bike was
gone,

The bicycle was parked in a
restricted area and consequent-
ly was impounded by Universi-
ty security officers.

“"When I came out of my class
and saw that my bike was gone,
I just assumed that it was stolen.
But when [ called Campus
Security the next day to repor
it, they said they had it there,”
Halpern said.

CARTOON

Halpern's bike was locked to
a handicap-access bar, which is
a common cause for impound-
ment, according to University
Security Bike Director Suzie
Hunter. Other reasons for im-
poundment, besides parking in
a restricted area, include block-
ing a building's entryway,
abandoning a bike, or lack of
registration, Hunter said.

Since January 1987, Campus
Security has impounded 62
bikes, according to Hunter's
records. Of those, 36 have been
reclaimed by their owners. The
remaining 26 will be sold at an
auction in June.
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“‘We certainly don't want to
sell a bike that belongs to so-
meone,'' said Security
Associate Director Dick Tanner.
“We exhaust every means to
find the owners."

If the bike is registered, the
security officer usually can
locate the owner by using the
registration records. But that is
not foolproof, Hunter said
“Students move around so
much; we may not have their Upon reclaiming the bike, the
current address."” In the case of  owner must pay a number of
an abandoned bicycle, the fines. Parking in a restricted
security officer will review  area results in a $5 fine, plus a
Eugene Police Department $5 fee for impoundment and
records to determine if the serial  possibly a $2 fine for lack of
number correlates with a  registration,
reported stolen bike. Revenues earned from these

If the bike is not registered, citations are collected in a fund
the chances of security locating  to cover campus bike-related
the owner are slim, Hunter said.  costs, such as the purchase of
"“They usually come in and pick  additional bicycle racks.
it up themselves. If they parked Security refrains from placing
it in a restricted area, they know  a $2 citation on unregistered
where to find it,”" she said. bikes they spot on campus

Hunter and other officers  because there is no way to en-
regularly remove abandoned  sure the owner will make the
bikes, commonly parked in the payment, Hunter said.

dormitory areas.”'You can tell
when they've been left behind
they are usually junkers, dus-
tv with cobwebs and flat tires. If
they're registered, we call the
owner, who usually says ‘oh
veah, I forgot about my bike.” **
Hunter said in the vear she has
been on bike patrol, she has
never mistakenly impounded a
bike actively being used for one
she determined as abandoned.

However, if a security officer
recognizes a bike that has had a
registration warning placed on
it and still is unregistered, the
officer may haul it away, she
said.

A regulation enacted in 1983
in the University of Oregon Ad-
ministration Rules says bike
registration is mandatory, ac-
cording to Muriel Jackson,
assistant vice-president for ad-
ministration. “‘One of the
arguments favoring mandatory
registration was that those
registations provide the police
with a way to identify the
owner,"" she said in explaining
the d:scu‘;snm surrounding the
regulation enactment.

“l don’t make the regula-
tions, I'm just enforcing them,"’
Hunter said.

A registered bike has a greater
chance of being reunited with
its owner if it is stolen, Tanner
said. "'If it's stolen, the owner
can use the registration to prove
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Hoppin’
down

the
bunny trail

The Easter Bunny himself
put in a special appearance
vesterday at the EMU Child
Care Center at an Easter Egg
Hunt sponsored by Kappa
Alpha Theta sorority and
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity.

Here, Shoshana, one of
about 30 children to par-
ticipate in the hunt, ex-
amines an egg she found
one of the 15 dozen hidden
by organizers of the event.

Photo by Derrel Hewitt
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