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White Water Playground

‘Tupperware’ kayaks are extending boundaries.

Fhe idea seems an alien one
Squeezing your hips and legs in
side an 1l-foot long piece ol
plastic. Holding onto a double
bladed paddle and propelling
vourselt  downstream  through
tumbling white water

I thpped upside down — with
one s head L'\Ih‘\l'll 1o the rocks

a boater can simply pull with
the paddle, twist lis or her hips
and return upright.  breathing
atr. Ghiding  downstream  the
kayak acts as an extension ol
one’s body, and as the nipples
reflect off the kayak, the boater,
in a sense, becomes part ol the
rver

Freedom of movement and in
dependence s ynrllpll.'ll' It s
sensations and
charactenisucs that make kayak
g a umqgue and appealing
white-water sport

Kavaking 15, and has been, a
means of transportation and hun
ting tor the Eskimos of Alaska,
Greenland  and  the  Arctic
Kayaking was turther developed
as a sport in Great Britain and
Germany during the 18th cen
tury . In the 19505 and “60s. the
sport gained some popularity
the United States, but it wasn’t
until the availability ol

these

location to take advantage of this
white  water. Linder says
‘We've got  beginner, in
termediate, and advanced water
within an hour to two hours ol
here (Eugene). ™

For FEugene kavakers, the
McKenzie River is the niver of
choice Martin's R'I[‘ld.
Brown’s Hole, Red Sides and
Bellinger are just a few of the
tavorite sites where boaters find
their ““play waves. ™ Near Vida
there 1s one wave .mll_\- comned
Cape  Canaveral™  for s
reputation of launching boaters
out of the water

I'he University may be one of
the only campuses in the nation
to have its own set of rapids
Under the foothridge leading to
Autzen Stadium exasts a small
rapid where one might find a
kayaker hard at work catching a
wave

Not only does Oregon have
fine  white-water rivers  for
Kayakers, but it also has the
ocean. In the last couple of
vears, Eugene kavakers have
begun to take on the surt at the
south jetty in Florence. Here
boaters have found legiumate
six-foot waves to ride

T'hose interested in joining

boats
that the sport really
came itooats own

In the last decade
kavaking has found a
small yet strong
tollowing in Oregon,

prefabricated

according o local
enthusiasts

Oregon has  more
white water per
mile than
anywhere ¢lse i the
United  States,  says
Cheryl  Linder  of
Rivers West, a local
white-water outhitter
I'he  Rogue, the I

square

cost between SROO 1o $1.200
However, used and rental equip
ment can be a viable alternative
“It has a fairly high front end
commitment to get good™ at
kavaking. he says

University Brian
Fooley. 22, says he has seen the
changes in the sport of kayaking
since he first began 13 years
ago. “"The first time | ran the
Rogue, 1t was a huge deal. and 1
had been boating for years,” he

student

says. Since that tme, first-week
kayakers are running it and
looking pood. he says. Tooley
attributes this growth to better
techmques ininstruction  and
turther developments in kayak
technology

Mason agrees. " The advent of
plastic kayaks has revolutionized
the entire sport of kayaking. ™
Boaters no longer have to avoild
ditticult water tor tear of break
ing their kayaks and spending
days repairing them. Now vir
tually indestructible  ““tupper
ware  boats allow for more
adventurous  and
play

ARRressive

As a result, Tooley and other
kayakers  are  seeing
thought
being  shot by

rapids
tormerly inaccessible

mncreasing

numbers ol white
witer adventurists

Although  Kayak
mg's  popularty s
slightly
Linder  savs. You

growing

don’t see the dramatic
numbers (ol people)
in it and you never
will. ™"

And that's just as
well,  Tooley  says
“Kayaking in a lot ol
ways 1s stll a real
low-key sport, and |
like 1t that way ™
~ Many people don't
realize most  recrea

linois, the Snake and
the Deschutes are just a few ol
the fine white-water rivers in
Oregon. The rivers here also are
runnable vear round. which s
not the case of most white-water
rivers in the United States
Eugene is in an exceptional

this local sport will find it comes
only with some commitment,
both financially and personally .,
says Bruce Mason, the Universi-
ty Outdoor Program coordinator
and a long-time kayaker. Outfin
ting a beginning boater might
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tonal  kayvakers are
satshied with runming relatively

mellow  nivers  such  as  the
McKenzie or the Rogue, he
adds.

Fooley, who just recently
returned from a kayak tour of
Chile, finds the concentration
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footbridge (above).

University

Photos by John Giustina
Bruce Mason braces against a wave under the Autzen Stadium

student Annemarie Hirsch

strokes herself through the cold waters of the Willamette River

(lefr).

imvolved 1n kayaking
fascinating. When he is shooting
a difficult rapid his focus is so
intense, even the sound of the
crashing water 1s nonexistent, he
Says

Mason, on the other hand,
loves its combination of opposite
qualities.

“When you're on the night

kind of wave doing the right
kinds of things, 1t combines
speed. size and power with
grace o

— JOHN GIUSTINA

;! IN THE ELECTROH!CGDEFT

U0BOOKSIORE

Jear)-Round

[

BAGCK
UPSTAIRS -UO BOOKSTORE
BR/NG IN YOUR USED TEXTBOOKS ANYIIME

Thursday, April 16, 1987




