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Sex and the ’80s

The marketing blitz of a ‘hush-up’ product

I heard an interesting story on
the morning news recently. Ap-
parently condom sales haven’t
increased since the recent AIDS-
scare  marketing blitz, so
manufacturers  are  going (o
switch their marketing direction
from men to women.

Now that pregnancy has been
usurped by a fatal disease. 1t
looks like condom makers will
have to try to cash in on the
female “‘responsibility”’
compulsion.

Coupon use 1s on the rise
Coupons for condoms could be
included in the packets inserted
in Sunday’s paper or in Wednes
day s food section. Free samples
could be nserted in  the
envelopes full of coupons mailed
to residents. Some  consumers
probably would object and cry
obscemty  through  the  mal,
though

I supposce free L'Ulll.ll‘lll
samples could be included in
soap and cereal boxes, or in dog
food bags istead of picnic ware
Maybe McDonalds can  start
selling Happy Meals for adults
that include a free condom. Just
a suggestion Mrs. Krog

Women's restrooms in bus
stations used to have condom
machimes i them. What ever
happened to them? Maybe that
idea would catch on again. Col
lege campuses and  bars,
anyplace where the sexes meet
to mate, would be good loca
tons for  condom-dispensing
machines.  Hopefully  they'd
work  better than the tampon
machines. Those things are so
unrehable

I can’t wail 1o observe the bat
tle of the sexes on this one

Hearing  the  story  brought
back memories of the ““good ol
days™ tor me the days of the
sexual  revolution  when  Ger
mame Greer urged women not
to shave their armpits and legs,

thereby denying their sexuality.
And 1 remember the days of
communal arguments about
whose responsibility it was to
use¢ the birth control and keep
the maggots out of the kitchen
garbage.

I remember talking with my
girlfriends er, women
friends. . _about the various
merits (and demerits) of the men
in our lives

“I'll never sleep with that
MCP again. He didn’t even ask
about birth control!™

“Well, sure. HE can’t get
pregnant.”

“1 know. Men are so selfish.
The man I live with won't even
wipe the stove off when he does
the dishes. He says he doesn’t
care it iUs dinty. And af I want it
clean I should clean it myself.””

“Hey, | started sleeping with
this man last week who didn't
ask about birth control the first
time. But he did the second time.
I guess that's a good sign. ™

When I get together with my
girlfriends now, we talk about
things like whether Lassiter and
Ashley will become an item on
““The Young and the Restless, ™
how strawberries are finally in
scason, and  whether  Simply
Red’s new release 1s any good

We might talk about who's
trying to get pregnant, what
mutual friends have had babices
and what the labor and delivery
was like. Somebody's got 1o
keep up with the stats. Men cer
tainly won’t do it

One friend had a baby two
months ago. and the tirst person
to report the birth was one of the
men inomy cirele of tniends. He
knew the baby was a boy and
that both mother and child were
still alive and probably healthy
No weight, no length, no time ot
birth, not even a name

Maybe the luxury of having a
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is likely to bring new meaning to responsibility.

lllustration by Lorraine Rath

[ suppose free condom samples could be included in
soap and cereal boxes, or in dog food bags instead of
picnic ware. Maybe McDonalds can start selling Happy
Meals for adults that include a free condom.

vasectomized husband  for
several years or getung my fill
of arguments interacting  with
my 6H-vear-old son have lulled
me into a sort of catatonmie com
placency. But I'd rather do
repetitious  housework  than
debate birth-control issues. At
least  that way 1'd be  ac
complishing something

I don’t know if it’s me being
34, my increasing lust for net-
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work TV or a reflection of the
"BOs, but people don’t seem to
be into sex as much as they were
two decades ago, Maybe open
marnage 15 an adea that died
with 1ts 20-vear-old bible. Are
partners more into monogamy or
are people just afraid of death?

Fhe AIDS epidemic could add
an cxaung, albeit perverted,
twist 1o relatonships. Mavbe
there will be little fighting bet
ween the sexes over this par
ticular responsibility in a
relationship.

Human beings may be able o
tighten the gap with the animal
Kingdom (insect kingdom actual
ly) in that the lay me/slay me
come on may really ring true
outside of the sicko circles.

And now that men and women
have had society’s blessing to
enjoy sex for a couple of
decades, sex and its
embellishments has become kind
of boring and commonplace,
hasn't it?

It might be kind of exciting to
risk death together. And saying.
“Till death do us part”” may
have more universal appeal and
less likelithood of being an empty
promise

— JACKIE BARRY

Off the Cuff submuisstons should be
abour a  humorous, real-life  ex
perience and abour 750 words long
Submur them to the Oregon Daily
Emerald front desk. Spectrum pays
815 upon publication
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