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University Neighborhood Dentist 
Gentle care for students for 14 years. 

Student Discount Available 
J. Scott Baxter, d.m.dj’.c. 

622 E. 22nd Ave Building F 
(corner of Patterson & 22nd) 344-6371 
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RASMUSSEN 
SENATE SEAT #9 

BUSINESS MAJORS 

Active representation for 
policies that relate to the 
Business School from a student 
who has already been accepted 
tala the School of Business 
Administration. 

Paid (or by Students to Elect Carl Rasmussen 

Food irradiation has lobbyists 
engaged in 'nuclear' struggle 

By Kara Story 
Of the ICmerald 

SALEM — This is a nuclear society. There 
are nuclear missiles and nuclear power plants — 

but nuclear food? 
Food irradiation, a process of treating foods 

with a by-product of nuclear reactors, has been 
practiced in the United States since 1963. 

Those in favor of irradiating foods say the 
process reduces the number of salmonella and 
other bacteriological illnesses caused by im- 
proper food preparation. As an added benefit, the 
shelf-life of foods such as poultry is extended, 
said Dr. Kendrik Holleman. an extension poultry 
specialist at Oregon State University. 

Legislative 
issues 

Those products are currently sold in Oregon, 
hut this is likely to change if a hill introduced to 
the House Consumer and Business Affairs Com- 
mittee passes. The committee heard testimony on 

the issue Tuesday afternoon. 
House Bill 3077, sponsored by the Oregon 

Coalition to Stop Food Irradiation, would ban all 
irradiation of food products. The group opposes 
the process for several reasons. 

The effect of irradiated foods on the human 
body and the dangers of transporting nuclear 
waste to irradiating facilities are two of the big- 
gest concerns raised by the group. 

Transportation of the waste increases the 
potential for an accident because tin; radioactive 
materials could he scattered all across the country 
instead of remaining in a controlled environment, 
said Hale YVeitzman, a coalition founder. 

VVeitzman's group lists loss ot nutrients, un- 

safe worker conditions, increased production 

cost, no verifiable increased shelf-life and un- 

necessary need when pesticides are used as fur- 
ther reason for halting food irradiation. 

The reduced incidence of salmonellosis from 
irradiating all meats, not just poultry, has a $1 
billion to $(> billion economic impact on the 
United States, according to irradiation supporter 
Sue Buhler, a senior in poultry science at OSU. 

"The food doesn't become radioactive. The 
irradiation doesn’t add to the product. It breaks 
down the bacteria at low levels which doesn't kill 
the present salmonella but prevents them from 
reproducing and becoming dangerous through 
large numbers." Holleman said. 

"There's no danger for a nuclear accident 
because there's no potential for an explosion," 
Buhler said. 

The controversy surrounding the issue stems 
from conflicting evidence. Both sides have case 
studies to prove their points. 

Committee Chairwoman Peg Jolin, D-Cottage 
drove, doesn't give too much credibility to 
reports claiming low levels of radiation have no 
ill effects on humans, even though Holleman said 
the United States has been testing the effects of 
food irradiation for 50 years. 

Jolin calls herself a conservative on this 
issue. She cites the federal Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration reports on DDT (a pesticide) as an 

example of misinformation. "I believed them, 
everybody believed them — and they were 

wrong." she said. 
She also gave evidence from her own in- 

vestigation into the available research and urged 
committee members to consider tin; bill carefully 
for an expected vote on Thursday. 

If the committee votes to pass the bill, it then 
will go before the House. Even if the bill is 
vetoed, OCSFI members plan to give voters a 
chance to exercise their opinions, Weitzman said. 
I he group collected 985 signatures in five days 
and said they will have no difficulty collecting 
the required 80,000 signatures to get the issue on 
the ballot. 

Budget proposals entail few reductions 
By Janet Paulson 

Of thr Kmerald 

Kugene City Manager Mike 
Gleason presented the budget 
proposals for fiscal 1988 to the 
city's Budget Committee on 

Tuesday evening at City Hall. 

EASTER CELEBRATION 
BONELESS HAMS SI 97 
fully cooked. GOLDEN PRAIRIE, whole ham JL • M LB 
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ASPARAGUS RAINIER 
BEER 

24-12 oz cans 
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Prices Good Through April 21, 1987 

your “mark” of real value! 
WE MAKE SAVING SIMPLE! 

FOOD CENTERS 

remember: you ootrr 
HAVE TO MARK YOUA 

OWM MICM ANYMORE! 

The proposed budget makes 
no major reductions in com- 

munity services although all ci- 
ty departments have made 
minor cuts in order to balance 
the budget. 

Among the few additions pro- 
posed are four new positions for 
a crime prevention/community 
outreach program in tin? Police. 
I ire and Emergency Services 
Department. An increase in the 
library’s book budget also is 
proposed. 

The proposed general fund 
budget, which finances most ci- 
ty operations, is $58.7 million. 
The approximate budget alloca- 
tions are as follows: 

•39 percent for public safety 
(police, fire, municipal court 
and social services): 

•28 percent for library, llult 
Center, and parks a n d 

recreation; 
•17 percent for public works, 

planning and economic and 
community development; 

•IB percent for a d 
ministrative support services 
such as data processing, 
finance, personnel and council 
support. 

Budget subcommittees will 
meet during April to review 
proposals for each department. 
A public hearing on recommen- 

dations of the Budget Commit- 
tee will be held May 12. 

The Budget Committee then 
will decide whether further 
changes are needed in the pro- 
posal before making final 
recommendations to the City 
Council. Another public hear- 
ing will be scheduled before the 
City Council adopts the final 
budget on June 22. 
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GRILL HOUSE 

LUNCH • DINNER 
Open ll:00am-2:00am 

A Variety of Shish Kabobs and Burgers 
Imported Beers • Guinness on Tap 

Wednesday Night is 
Foreign Language Night 
All languages welcome 

Closed Sunday • 1225 Alder Si • 343 9661 
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