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Tracksters Continued from Page 6

“Last year we dodged the
bullet," said Oregon coach Tom
Heinonen, referring to the
fateful 400-meter relay, in
which both teams dropped the
baton and the Ducks recovered
to win the race and clinch the
meet, 70-65. ““We won on the
strength of freak occurrence."

Saturday’s dual meet may not
turn out to be as bizarre, but
nevertheless Heinonen predicts
a highly competitive contest.
“It was a really exciting meet
last year, and it will be this
year, too."” he said. "Every
event is going to count.”’

According to Heinonen, WSU

is extremely strong in the
throws and sprints.

Parity may exist in much of
the track meet, but the Ducks
have a distinct advantage in the
distance races. The Cougars,
who have never beaten Oregon
in eight tries, haven't much to

offer beyond 800-meter runner
Celestine N'Drin (2:07.89).
Meanwhile, Colleen Quam of
Oregon is coming off her best
race of the season (2:09.52), and
Francie Faure, who ran the 1500
last week, returns to the 800,
her specialty.

“l think we can even the

score out in the distances.' ex-
plained Heinonen. Oregon's
Penny Graves and Liz Wilson
give the Ducks a solid edge in
the 1,500 meters and may make
the difference in the meet.
“Penny and Liz will double in
the 3,000 if we need them to,”
he said.
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