Symposium highlights folklore:
from graffiti to storytelling dolls

By Laurie Schwartz
Of the Emerald

“It won't be long now,"" said
the monkey when he caught his
tail in a lawn mower.

You might be surprised what
folklorists study. In addition to
proverbial sayings like the one
above, folklorists also study
jokes, anecdotes, songs, graffiti,
riddles, stories, dancing and
anything else that reflects the
interaction of human beings
through traditional forms.

Upcoming events in the
Folklore Symposium currently
underway at the University in-
clude a slide show about a
Southwest Indian woman who
invented a new form of
ceramics. a lecture and
demonstration by a former pro-
fessional violinist who became
enamored with Southern folk
fiddling and a highly regarded
movie about subway graffiti ar-
tists in New York City.

Many scholars used to think
folklore consisted of
anonymous, repetitious and
conformist artifacts from
backward, uneducated com-
munities, said Robert Georges, a
UCLA professor who gave the
keynote address Wednesday.

But folklore is found in all
societies and is a creative and
constantly evolving process, he
said.

Jokes reflect the rapidity with
which humans respond
creatively to issues, he said.
Jokes about the Challenger
disaster ("“What does NASA
stand for? Need Another Seven
Astronaouts™), for example,
may be an altempt to defuse the
hostility that tragedy breeds, he
said

The Folklore Symposium
continues today with Barbara
Babcock, a professor from the
University ol Arizona, showing
slides of ceramic storvielling
dolls, an art form that Pueblo
potter Helen Cordero initiated
in 1964. Now 200 other potters
in the Rio Grande pueblos make
these dolls

Babcock will lecture about
how the new art form challeng-
ed traditional gender roles in
the pueblo, and about the
social, political and economic
implications. The event will
begin at 3:30 in Room 204 of
Condon Hall.

Before Cordero started mak-
ing storytelling dolls, *‘all
Pueblo figurines were dismiss-
ed (by art dealers) as just tourist
art, as junk, and now it's fine
art,"" Babcock said in an inter-
view Wednesday.

Cordero's dolls sell for $3,500
to $7,000. The dolls have led to
financial independence for
many of the women potters in
the pueblos, and have in a sub-
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Ceramic storytelling dolls, such as the ones created by Helen
Cordero, have led to financial independence for many of the

women potters in the pueblo.

tle way disrupted the power
balance between men and
women, Babcock said

Babcock savs that although
she is an outsider, she has a
mother/daughter relationship
with Cordero, who is in her 70s
“Sometimes | feel as if I'm
nothing but her press agent,”
Babcock joked

Alan Jabbour, director of the
American Folklife Center of the
Library of Congress, will speak
Friday at 3:30 about the distine
tive fiddling styvles in the South
as an example of folk creativity

Jabbour will demonstrate
some of his points with his fid-
dle during his presentation,
which will be held in Room 120
al the Law Center

Originally from Florida, Jab-
bour played in symphonies as a
violinist when he was voung,
but was drawn to the folk music
of the South. He traveled
through small towns in the
South, asking at country stores
where he could find fiddlers.

“*Many of the older musicians
felt like nobody was learning
their art and passing it on,"" he
said. Jabbour played fiddle with
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At 8 p.m. Friday, *'Style
Wars."" an hour-long documen
tary  about subwav graffiti
breakdancing and rapping will
be shown in Room 129 atl the
Law Cenler
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