
World beat 

International 
Captive urges exchange 

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) 
Hostage Jesse Turner warned in 
a videotape released by his 
Moslem kidnappers Thursday 
that fellow American captive 
Alann Steen would die “in a 

few hours.” Turner appealed to 
the United States to pressure 
Israel to free 400 Arab 

prisoners. The Islamic jihad for 
the Liberation of Palestine, 
which holds him and three 
others, had made the demand. 

“We feel that his life will be 
over in a few hours.” said 
Turner. Previous communiques 
from the Islamic Jihad said 
Steen. 47. was dangerously ill 
and might die. It cited high 
blood pressure and breathing 
difficulties. The group said 
Steen’s illness prompted it to 

renew its offer of the swap, 
which Israel has rejected. 

Soviets tell of defection 

MOSCOW (AP) — The 
Kremlin announced Thursday 
an American soldier and his 
West German wife had defected 
to the Soviet Union and been 
granted asylum because they 
feared political persecution. 
The U.S. Army in West Ger- 

many and the Pentagon in 

Washington could not confirm 
the defection, which would be 
the first by an American ser- 

viceman to the Soviet Union 
since the Vietnam War. 

The Pentagon issued a state- 

ment, however, saying it was 

investigating an enlisted man 

with a name similar to that an- 

nounced by the Soviets who 
had deserted in West Germany a 

month ago. It said it was not 

certain if he was the same per- 
son. The report came at a time 
when the U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow was trying to deal with 
two former Marine guards who 
have been charged with 

espionage. 

National 
Senate overrides veto 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Senate rejected a personal, last- 
minute plea from President 
Reagan and voted Thursday to 
override his veto and enact into 
law an $HH billion highway and 
mass transit bill. The 67-33 vote 

capped two days of political 
struggle over the bill that 
became a high-stakes test of 
wills between the president and 
leaders of the Senate’s 
Democratic majority. 

Besides authorizing highway 
and mass transit projects that 
the president had opposed, the 
bill permits states to boost the 
speed limit on rural stretches of 
interstate highways to 65 miles 
per hour from the current 55 

inph. Reagan issued a statement 

saying he was “deeply disap- 
pointed" by the outcome but 
vowing to continue the battle 
against excessive federal 
spending. 

IRS requires new form 

WASHINGTON (AP) — If 

you're buying or selling a 

home, you may be affected by 
the federal government’s 
newest effort to catch tax 

cheats. Anyone who sells a 

home after Dec. 31, 1986, is re- 

quired to file a report with the 
Internal Revenue Service. Any 
cost of filing the simple form 
some lawyers are charging as 

much as $150 — would have to 

be absorbed by the buyer or 

seller. 
The IRS will match the form 

against the seller’s tax return to 

determine if any taxable profit 
from the sale was reported as in- 

come. The report was required 
as part of last year’s tax 

overhaul. 

Regional 
Coast Guard holds drill 

PORTLAND (AP) — The U.S. 
Coast Guard has held a drill in 
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which officials art* forced to res- 

pond to a disaster in which a 

barge hits a Willamette River 

pier. The exercise Wednesday 
was carried out on paper at a 

jantzen Beach hotel as Coast 
Guardsmen and 150 local 
public and business officials 
dealt with an imaginary oil spill 
and a chlorine gas leak that kill- 
ed six people. 

Such a disaster would have 
forced the evacuation of the en- 

tire St |ohns area. The chances 
of such a disaster are remote, 
said Capt. George Gasimir. com- 

manding officer of the Goast 
Guard's Marine Safety Office in 
Portland. Kven so. the Goast 
Guard wants to be ready in case 

there is a major oil spill with 
life-threatening ramifications. 

Unemployment bill loses 

SALEM (AP) A bill to 
allow workers locked out of jobs 
in labor disputes to draw 
unemployment benefits lost on 

a tie vote Thursday in the 
Senate but was expected to be 
reconsidered Friday. The 
measure would revise a current 
law under which employees 
who are out of work because of 
labor disputes involving either 
lockouts or strikes aren’t eligi- 
ble for unemployment benefits. 
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