
Spider vein removal provokes controversy 
By Alicia Gano 

Of the Kmerald 

Confusion arose Thursday 
about the legality of a Eugene 
electrologist's practice of per- 
forming spider vein removals in 
the state of Oregon. 

Ruth Briggs, whose office is 
located in the Eugene Medical 
('enter, has been removing 
spider veins for customers since 
February. Spider v ein s 

sometimes confused with 
varicose veins, are small broken 
capillaries under the skin that 
leave minute purple lines. 

Briggs, an electrologist of 
seven years, began removing 
spider veins under the false 
assumption she had been 
granted permission to do so by 
the Oregon Board of Medical 
Examiners. She was shocked to 
discover she possibly was 

violating the law. 
Briggs first contacted the 

OBME last fall about tin; 
possibility of providing spider 
vein removals for her 
customers. She received a letter 
from the board Feb 12 which 
stated “the electrolysis treat- 
ment of spider veins is a 

recognized medical treatment 

modality.” 
The letter went on to say the 

board would be responsible for 
investigating any complaints 
arising from the removal of 
spider veins by electrolysis. 

Briggs interpreted this to 
mean the board had given her 
permission to remove spider 
veins. 

Dave LaDuca, the chief in- 
vestigator for the OBME, said 
this was not the case, however. 

According to LaDuca, Briggs 
was practicing medicine 
without a license, a Class C 
misdemeanor, and could 1m; 
subject to conviction, fines or a 

m a x i m u m o n e y e a r jail 
sentence. 

LaDuca said the letter was 

meant to notify Briggs that the 
procedure was a medical prac- 
t ice and therefore not 

IFC- 
Continued from Page 1 

Baldwin said it seems to him 
tin; hoard was telling voters “if 
you want child care, you’ll give 
us these other programs.” 

IFC member Katv Howard 
said she could see the logic of 
Baldwin’s argument, hut also 
could see where Gaffney and 
Romano were coming from in 

wanting to present the measure 

as part of a cohesive EMU 
budget and wanting it to pass. 

ASUO President Steve 
Nelson, speaking for the Ex- 
ecutive, recommended the IFC’ 
not place the measure on the 
ballot. 

“How many groups, major or 

minor, have a portion of its 
budget placed on the ballot?” 
he asked the; committee. “Either 
the entire EMU budget should 
be placed on the ballot or it 
should all go through the IFC.” 
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something she was qualified to 
do. 

"Any procedure that involves 
the cardiovascular system 
would be considered the* prac- 
tice of medicine." I-aDuca said, 
citing Oregon Revised Statutes. 

Briggs learned the procedure 
at the Arizona Institute of Klec- 
trolysis at Scottsdale last fall. 

Removal of spider veins by an 

electrologist is legal in Arizona 
due to an attorney general opi- 
nion allowing it there. Od)uca 
said. In Oregon, the procedure 
falls within the practice of 
medicine, however. l.aOuca 
said, and the attorney general 
has not issued an opinion to 

change this yet. 
I-aDuca advised against hav- 

ing spider veins removed by 
anyone other than a licensed 
medical practitioner. 

If a complaint from a citizen 
does arise. LaDuca said, the 
police would be notified, a com- 

plaint filed and the attorney 
general then would issue an 

opinion. 
Briggs, who spoke with her 

attorney after learning of the 
possible misinterpretation of 
the letter, has ceased practicing 
the procedure but still contends 
she was given permission by the 
OBMK to remove spider veins. 

Since February. Briggs has 
removed spider veins from 
three customers, she said. 

According to La Duea. 
however. Briggs said she had 
not practiced the procedure on 
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any customers. — 

Spider veins are removed by 
inserting a fine, electrically 
charged electrolysis needle 
under the skin at the end of tin* 
vein. The electrologist then 
“taps” along the broken vein, 
which contains "dead" blood, 
with the charged needle. This 
causes the vein to explode, 
allowing the dead blood to In* 
carried away through healthy 
veins as waste, Hriggs said. 

Causes of spider veins range 
from excessive skin exposure to 
hot or cold temperatures, to list' 

of support hose or from 
childbirth. Pressure on legs, in 
particular, causes the small 
veins to hurst, hut high blood 
pressure and alcoholism also *— 

may contribute, she said. Ruth Briggs 
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ALL APPLICANTS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND 
ONE OF THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS: 

SUNDAY 

APRIL 5 
CARSON HALL 
GOLD ROOM 

7:00 PM 

MONDAY 

APRIL 6 
BEAN WEST 

CONFERENCE ROOM 
7:00 PM 

TUESDAY 

APRIL 7 
UNIVERSITY INN 

LIVING ROOM 
7:00 FM 
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