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TV evangelist scandal
humorous hypocrisy

Fifty percent of TV evangelist viewers do not have a
favorable view of TV ministers according to a New York
Times/CBS News poll released Tuesday.

This comes as no surprise, especially in light of the re-

o cent Jim Bakker scandal and of Oral Roberts’ plea for $8
. million. TV evangelists always have been the subject of
E‘ humor and satire, but now they are living up to the come-
2 dians’ punch lines.
] When Roberts announced he had received a message
! from God to raise $8 million by April, the entire money-
! making process of television ministries came into question.
8 Critics had a field day mocking Roberts and other ministers.
¥
_f Both those who watched Roberts’ p and those
« X who did not became skeptical. The idea that God had spoken
% to this overstated minister and told him to raise money or die
4 seemed presumptuous. It enhanced the critical view that
these people were running some sort of scam — not in the
A name of God but for their own benefit.
Nonetheless, Roberts managed to raise the money, and
— thank the Lord — is still with us today.
- - responsibility away from him. H
i But just as one TV evangelist starts to fade back into the TO h ve or d’e 'II‘)he truth )i’s we);ll make the Categor' es
. woodwork, another has jeopardized the profession’s decision to live or die every mo-
3 reputaiton. The news of Rev. Jim Bakker's affair seven years ment of our lives; some choose
4 ago calls into question the true values of these moral men. latltl;r:es Eﬁ:g:r:ﬂ;:e &TCI;:;:: l:l:klaﬂer- It's their decision to ml:uizeﬁsa:ov?: :::ﬁt ?i hgl;mr:
55 suicide of a University student: Thel K people into categories and label
1 Bakker's tryst with Jessica Hahn, a seemingly fun and I have been a crisis intervention R O them. Perhaps this is because it
| free-loving woman, apparently led to his blackmail and counselor for almost 15 years Norma Sax 15 50 much easier to deal with an
2 eventually his resignation as head of the PTL ministry. and have talked to hundreds of Career Information System entire group at once rather than
people who were contemplating taking the time and trouble to
o The entire incident reflects the human and sometimes s:‘id?elé" had made an attempt ;":idiel;fim:ld and respond to
b 3 - s : at suicide. . ndividuals.
. immoral side of'lhe men who preach their views of the Bible What | learned most of all, S WInd,er Whether it is a particular race
A to millions of viewers every Sunday morning. without question, is that no one or color, some social or
W and no thing makes a person economic class, adherents of a
o1 But at the same time, problems of credibility continueto  decide to kill himself or herself. This letter is in response to  certain system of belief, those of
ol grow. The New York Times / CBS poll mirrors the mounting It is a personal, individual DanGoulet's letter (ODE, March  a different gender or who simp-
3 skepticism among the evangelists’' regular followers. Their choice. It is entirely the in-  13). Oral Roberts is not tryingto  ly hold values and opinions dif-
' attempts to brush this nasty business under the rug only dividual’s decision. raise money to send to Third ferent from our own — we simp-
have created new problems. Not only are their followers . a‘e;i“;mmd‘l'n‘g:é 12"[“‘:’“‘; W"Orl!g ‘;’0‘::;::’?; i b rekie ly lummgtﬂll}ea people with
; ; i i some c eristic in common
leaving, but they are taking their checkbooks with them. never “lost"" any of my callers, money to pay off his multi- (even if it is something relative.
v _ : Y and I never saved anyone’s life. ~ million dollar debt. This debt ly insignificant), and then pro-
But maybe there is a positive side to this sticky ball of  They made the decision to live.  surrounds the construction of a  ceed to treat everyone in the
wax. These TV evangelists claim to speak for God. But if I may have offered them options  worthless medical facility.  group of widely differing peo-
they continue to compromise their values and exploit their  they weren't aware they had, Roberts' medical facility is ple as if they were all alike.
positions, where does that leave their viewers? More and but they decided to live another qnable to sustain its self By finding examples of
more are turning away from their preaching. day to exercise those options. financially. bizarre beliefs or conduct in
I suspect the friend of Mr. With regard to the ‘‘left- people belonging to a particular
The freedom of religion gives people the opportunity to ~ Fisher may be feeling a quite leaning pop-artists’” who category (and every category
choose and express their own beliefs. This scandal shows Matural and expected feeling of  *'raped the American publicof  has some), we can label the en-
that despite stereotypes, the followers of these ministers are guilt over the death of his friend  its money; one of those tire group as being like that.
! not brainwashed. They can determine their own values and S54 his “Blantipy " the Untyse- mpins’ (the orgiuise of Using simple association, we
- ' sity may be his way of dealing  Band-Aid) was nominated for a can thus effectively pin a charge
_ in a sense, have a say over the conduct of evangelists. with that guilt. Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts.  on these people that is difficult
3 I hope he realizes it's not his Band-Aid and USA for Africa  to refute. After all, aren’t those
i Bakker has put the PTL in a state of hypocrisy. The fault. It was Mr. Fisher's deci-  donated the proceeds from con-  extreme examples members of
b ministers have put themselves above their followers and  sion; it was his responsibility.  certs and record sales to help that group, and therefore
now must prove that they practice what they preach. Don’t take that right and that Third World countries. representatives of what people
| However, Roberts claimed that ip that group do and believe?
$ God ll}mataned to kill him if the The ease and effectiveness
D M | Dmreoser T ow WA Wi v o porsaade
b ) : others to fear, and even
Oregon Daily v Eater Mcvaitve | “Hoy Dan, whero is Oma's  hate s whots category of poobl
! Spectrum Assistant Editor Stanley Nelson Nobel Peace Prize for feeding  make this method attractive —
. E merald Editorial Page Editors Michael Drummond the starving? Oral does not have  that is, if we don’t mind using a
:‘ The Oregon Dailly Emerald is published Monday PhSpo:taEE‘ﬂltlor ;;l'LL;:: E{'IB! mti? : bﬂCBl-llTB i alhu;e e Dctic that. cemages te Tivos
. oto or Mich ilhelm 18 position as a religious leader and reputations of innocent
N L'}“’t"n‘i“ 5-1‘;‘2’.1"0‘:.7&' Emerid. Publishin 'lmcc:m:tt o m?é:'gé’uféf Sy iteidimi ot to swindle the American public paople,pﬂy using it, we il-
: University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon, 97403. Night Editor Michelle Brence into paying his bills. lustrate bigotry in action.
' ? The'Erneuid oper:.t:; :Pdapeilnf:ngy o':‘ the L:n:v':n:ity Associate Editors
2 s ety gl o e o T ok Feas Maura C. Roche William Moore
- The Emerald is private property. The unlawful removal Higher Education / Administration Chris Norred Political science Music school
it or use of papers is prosecutable by law ga:;:r:tﬂé :vg:l;r:\ P i B.J. Thomsen
!' General Statt Student Activities s é’;‘?.?,'“x??c':ﬁﬂ

Susan Thelen

Wayne Michael Lottinville
el Classified Advertising Alyson Simmons
S Assistant to the Publisher Jean Ownbey

Advertising Sales: Pater LaFleur / Sales Manager

Teresa Acosta, Beryl lIsrael, Janelle Heitmann, Laura
Goldstein, Catherine Lilja, Rick Martz, Joseph Menzel,
Peter Miller, Joan Wildermuth

Advertising Director

|
Praduction Manager General Assignment

General Assignment Dennis Fernandes
General Assignment Scott Maben
Reporters: Sean Axmaker, Mary Courtis, Gary Henley,
Janel Paulson

Photographers: Sherlyn Bjorkgren, Shu-Shing Chen,
Maria Corvallis, Derrel Hewitt, Bobbie Lo, Dan Wheeler

Production: Michele Ross /| Ad Coordinator

Karen Creighton

Letters Policy

The Emerald will attempt to print all letters con-

taining fair comment on topics of interest to the
University community.

Letters to the editor must be limited to 250
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