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For 
thosi, of 

you with .1 passion 
for personal, chal- 
lenging, dare-we- 

say “offbeat" films, this will 
not bo the winter ol vour dis- 
content. II the release late- 
last year ol I )a\ id I ,vtnli's 
Blue lelrel, Alex Cole s Sid 
and A aney and Olivet- 
Stone's Platnori signaled the 
resurgenc e of the I lollvwood 
outsider, then February and 
March’s offerings represent 
the apotheosis, Confirmed 
New Yorker Arthur Penn 
has come up with a master- 
ful thriller, Dead of Wintei 
(early February), his most 

interesting film since I97S'S 
underrated gem, A 'tg/it 
Mores. Also in February, 
another New Yorker con- 

tributes another interesting 
release: Light of Day, dim t- 
ed by Paul Schrader. It is 

very muc h a Schrader film 
slow, talky, unsentimental, 
an examination of choices 
and motivation, with reli- 
gious undertones. In this 
case the choices involve a 

brothef-and-sister team ol 
musicians who are occasion- 
ally estranged from their 
parents and each other. In 
their dramatic debuts Mi- 
chael J. Fox and Joan Jett 
are surprisingly compelling, 
and, as their mother, (Jena 

Shady Russell 

|ftt and I'ox: debut 

Mary Stccnbungen: Almost dead in H inter 

Rowlands turns in another 
( )s< ar-t aliber perloi marur. 
It is Schrader’s most person- 
al film tod.itc; not coin< tdcn- 
tails-, it is also Ins most at ces- 

sible. 
In March Robert Altman- 

disciple Alan Rudolph 
{(.home A/e, 1 rnuhle in 

Mind) continues his quirks 
look .it love s labor with 
Made in l/earen, in which 
Timothy Hutton and Kells 
Mc(»i 11 is plav two souls who 
meet in heaven and fall for 
each other but who must 

then strive to reunite when 
they’re reborn on earth. An 
even more electrii premise 
is highlighted in Straight to 
Hell, Briton Alex Cox’s 
next film, a New Wave spa- 
ghetti Western shot in Spain 
and featuring the likes o! 

(ir.iie Jones, I ,l\ is (lostello, 
independent filmmaker Jim 
Jarmuseh, the (Hash's Joe 
Ntrummcr and Dennis 

Heavenly Hutton 

Hopper, who plays a nerve- 

gas manufacturer for the 
Nazis. ('.ox savs the him has 
“a lot ol sexual tension hut 
absolutely no nudity or 

swear words II you can be- 
lieve it, Dennis Hopper is 

also in Tim Hunter's A’u- 
i‘f\ (late March), a 

dulling portrait ol teenage 
nihilism, and Wen k 11 uiou< 
(early February), in which 
he plays a hit part in a sedut 
tive mystery thoroughly 
dominated by two women 

I )ebra V\ inger, arguahlx our 

best young at tress, and The- 
resa Russell, largely un- 

known but sure to be noticed 
alter this him I he direr tor 
is Bob Rafclson, who gave 
the world the Monkees and 
Jar k Nicholson his best part 
in l"ii t I'.a\\ /‘h s f inally, 
in late Man h and April, 
there will hr’ somethin; on 

the 11nilt suit* and sonie- 

thing I Vnnis I lopper is riot 
in I he mm ic is /unsini; ,1m- 
znna. It’s directed by the 
Coen brothers (Wood Sint- 
f>lt•), and it is our early favor- 
ite lor comedy ol the year. 

1 )ennis I lopper, Boh Ra- 
felson, Joel and l.than 
(airai who are these guys, 
anyway And irhat is a I lol- 
lywood outsider:’ lo find 
out, we assigned three inside 
stories I lerewith, on thr- fol- 
lowing pages, thr* state ol the 
artists 


