
MUSIC 
THE BEST 
AND 
BRIGHTEST 

AMPERSAND’S Entertainment 
Guide is your 
ticket to the best 

of the season’s entertain- 
ment. We will not only be 
bringing you behind-the- 
scenes coverage, but we 

will also try to see and hear 
much of what’s coming out 
before it gets to you. In 
that sense, we will be a 

critical guide—a preview 
of the more attractive 
coming attractions. 

Speaking of which, all 
eyes will he on Michael 
Jackson: in early March 
he'll unleash his first album 
in four-and-a-half years. 
We're guessing, however, 
that even with his newly 
sculpted face and a Martin 
Scorsese video, he will find it 
a hit tougher to galvanize the 

pop world the way he did 
with Thriller. 

A few more heavy hitters 
will have releases in March, 

from Whitney Houston 
(let's hope she finds material 
that ran challenge that voire) 
to Tom Petty, who's com ini' 
out with his rawest, blucsiest 
album ever. Also: Heart will 
offer another helping of 
tuneful, hut bland radio fare; 
l!2 will issue a record pro- 
duced by Daniel Lanois, 
who was behind the hoards 
for l’e'er (iabricl’s So; and 
after the release of the big- 
gest comeback album of the 

year, the Bees Gees will de- 
(ide il it's worth stayin’ alive. 

Finally, Linda Ronstadt, 
Dolly Parton and Emmy- 
lou Harris will finally get 
around to releasing Inn, the 

bluegrass country album 
they've been talking about 
for almost a decade. 

But for our money, rock 
and country fans ought to 

turn to smaller records. For 

example, Lone Slur Stut>■ of 
Mind, due out in early Feb- 
ruary from Nanci Griffith, 
a veteran 1'exas songwriter 
with a rich country voice and 
a keen eye for character. 
Then there’s K.D. Lang, an 

irrepressible Canadian wom- 

an who looks like buddy 
1 lolly, sings like Patsy (Mine 
and plays a charged, giddy 

Beastie: Tour of the season. 

brand of country and rocka- 
billy. I Icr album is sched- 
uled for early March and is 

being produced by Dave Kd- 
munds, who’s also behind 
the boards lor the second al- 
bum from Mason Ruffner. a 

killer (guitarist, simmer and 
songwriter who mixes (>l)s 

Dylan with Hendrix licks 
and basil blues. 

From Kngland, we'll see a 

bebruarv <1 is< from an ac- 

claimed "New Dylan," 
acoustic guitarist Andy 
White, and March releases 
Irom Siouxsie and the Ban- 
shees, the Cult and the 
Thompson Tw ins Bat k 
home, ih, American record 
of the season maybe the 
vent will be Los Lobos's 
li\ tht• Light nf iht .\tonri, an 

eflortless, lilting and deeply 

Ronstadt, rt al.: 

Sisterhood is musical 

evocative* blend of roi k, tra- 
ditional Mexican music and 
social comment. New music 
is also due in mid-Februarv 
tmin retro-rocker Chris 
Isaak, in mid-March from 
Boston s Del Fuegos, and in 
mid-Februar\ from Husker 
Du, one ol the most prolific 
and best neo-punk bands 
around, who'll release a two- 

record sc*t ot typically dense, 
thrashing, invigorating mu- 
sic for something calmer, 
look to the' Williams Bro- 
thers, two of Andy Wil- 
liams's nephews, who’ve re- 

corded a winning I,P with 
hverly Brothers harmonies 
and the folksy spir it ol their 
former employer, I'-Bone 
Burnett. 

In concert halls, mean- 

while, we II see shows Irom 
two women with spotty new 

albums but good live reputa- 
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lions, Cyndi Lauper and 
Chrissic Hynde, plus antit 
i pa tod appearances by 
Bruce Hornsby, Janet 
Jackson. Madonna, U2 and 
Paul Simon, backed b\ the 
AI r i« an musicdans who 
made (>t(uflorid so stirrmn 

Smaller It.tils will pla\ 
host to Los I .obos, I lusker 
I )u and the hint's ol Boston’s 
grunne rot k, the Lyres But 
the tour ol the season should 
be the Beastic Boys, three 
aeronaut white kids from 
New Mirk with the rudest, 
t rudest and lu st rap album 
out (Jpening for Madonna 
two years ago, they were 

booed oil the stage, but now 

that they ve not the cockiness 
that tomes with a best-sell- 
inn ulbum, we wouldn't 
want to sit next to anybody 
who boos this time. 

I‘ inally, one lor the oddity 
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file. Iwenty-five vears after 
I hr lamely Hull,” trum- 

peter Herb Alpert has 
teamed up with producers 
Jimmy Jam and lerry Lew- 
is, hoping they'll do for him 
what they did for Janet 
Jackson, Human League 
and the S.() S Hand. Per- 
haps, we ll get “Nasty Hull.” 


