Friend says classroom pressure
caused suicide of older student

By Scott Maben
Of the Emerald
A 38-year-old male Universi-
ty student committed suicide
last week because of mounting
pressure from his math class, a
friend of the deceased said.

John Stephen Fisher, who liv-
ed at 541"z Van Buren St., was
found dead shortly after 8 a.m.
Feb. 25 on a doorstep in the 800

ing all the correct steps,” said
Alan Stein, 32, who says he was
“‘very close friends'' with
Fisher for the past five years.

Stein said Fisher was pursu-
ing a bachelor’'s degree in
elementary education. ‘‘He
always wanted to be a teacher
because he was excellent with
children. He really loved kids, "
Stein said.

were not pertinent for elemen-
tary schoolteaching, Stein said.
“They were making him go
through things which, in that
curriculum, they shouldn't
have to study," Stein said.

Fisher volunteered his time
with the Committee In Solidari-
ty with the Central American
People, the counseling center at
Lane Community College, and
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