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Convinced, he moves forward slowly leaning ly began carving waterfowl and other birds six
i the bird before it or seven years ago. In that short time he has

ird b -mastered the art form. His work is so life like

one is tempted to blow on the carvings to see if

feathers ruffle.
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the carving in the flock hoping for “‘flowers in flight” and says they lend
face; he looks back at his family looking a reaction. themselves greatly to this kind of work.
in mild disbelief at the bird’s strange  Pritchard, n48-ym-oldmﬁveof1‘mme ﬂlefmwumctunlmedumcwhom
behavior. The man peers at the bird over his  who still has the soft drawl of those parts, has  years ago moved to Eugene came into his own
camera as if to make sure it is alive. . painted and sketched wildlife all his life but on-  as a carver of some note when an “‘artist

American he went 27 weeks without a day off.
He had accomulated 30 days of vacation and

“decided to tour Oregon. He had fallen in love

with the state years earlier when, while he was
in the Navy, his ship was invited to the Rose
Parade in Portland. :

While at Georgia-Pacific Prm.hard worked
on his paintings. drawings and had just begun

carving. He had stockpiled about two ycars -
worth of work and took it to the show,

“There was some of the best stuff. 1 said.
“Man I'm in the wrong place.” but | was already
there, and 1 already paid for the booth so |
stayed. 1 brought 37 pieces and sold out."* His
eyes glow with pride. *'I made enough money
at that show to carry me for two years, and |
thought to myself, ‘I therc was ever a tlme to
quit the mill, now is it."

The Los Angeles show was in 1983, and he
has been carving full time ever since,
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American Aviation. At one point at North

- M ﬁ'hnd told him of an aﬂ ihuw in
Portland called **Wild Wings in Wood., " which

deals exclusively with birds carved in wood. T
went to the show, and it was there that I decided

questions.
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several hundred to several thousand dollars for -
eacllplntz ~— and he carns it. -+

He works between eight'and 12 hours a day
in aw ~shop converted from a single-car

1n Bngenc where he and his family
two years ago. He spends
100 to 200 hours on a single
lhm to four months on some larger
pm;ems which he uses for center pieces at each
of the three shows he attends cach year.

To anain the superrealism Pritchard shoots
for, one must possess a strong discipline and
total dedlmtm to the work, he says.

*“You can't just like it, you've got to love it.
Too many people just start to carve and don't
take the time necessary 1o research their sub-
ject.”" he says. Pritchard picks up an unpainted
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~head carved in Basswood and turns it in his
 well-weathered hands. It looks flawless, but it's

a throwaway because the bill is an eighth of an
inch too short.

Ninety percent of the work in carving is
through research and knowledge of the aubgecl
Pritchard says.

He knows the bill is too short because he has
invested nearly $3,000 in reference books on
avian anatomy, and he also uses study bills and
study feet as models for his carvings.

Study bills and study feet are molds made of

im carvers with a lesser degree of integrity
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or make up for a lack of skill. '
'Tom.thusnotcarving"heuy:
-“DecoywvmguAnnﬁcuoldmfumoﬁ
folk art, but where we are now, it’s a new art
form, " he says. **The birds that won first place
five qowouldntmphmm And
the birds I'm doing right now would have been
ulebenhnﬂtworldﬁnmap“!-ie
credits this mainly to the advances in the

thmmmmnm
isaoin;wbearﬁuxmpmuﬂm
tation of the carvings, he says. The setting and
attitude of individual birds are becoming
cfiﬁeﬂwwmwm 'l'hishMing
it a true art form,

&mm Mnnermcsuﬂlm
mmhuaﬁum He believes
that eventually it will be accepted as such.

- “*I've done both, and I think it (carving) is an
art even more so than flat work. A carver must
be not only a sculptor, but an ornotholigist, a
‘naturalist and a painter.” he says. *A painter
usually only knows the side of the bird. acarver
- must know the bird in three dimensions. "'
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Jim Prltellard
drake (right). The finished product, a blue-
winged teal, after 20 coats of paint (left).
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Who Decides?

Broadcasting and publishin,
decistons which may affect
you and vour neighbor are
made daily by our locul
news media

Hear how and why these
sometmes controversial
decisions are made: trom the
people who make them

Fhursday, March 5, 1987
7:30 p.m.
129 School of Taw
L miversity of Oregon

FREE-

YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW :

A PERSONAL APPEARANCE IN EUGENI

RAMDASS

Daily Soit 20
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(.QLILTllf“TIJ\FG TIIE IIE;‘{IQT Standard Hard ‘b 17
OF COMP., 'ASSION Gas Permeable $30

oo HELPING YOU TO
SEE THINGS CLEARLY...

(at a lower price!)

New & Replacement
Contact Lens & Glasses

Your Haircut at

PRECISION
HRIRWORKS

is STILL only

*7.00

29th & Willamette

STUDENT
SPECIAL

3 MONTH MEMBERSHIP for only 545

fitness.

Facility includes:

WANT A TOTALLY FIT BODY?

Better Bodies Gym & Fitness Center will show you how.
A Club for serious men & women interested in health &

Tuesday, March 17 1987 @ 7:30 p.m.
South Eugene High School Auditorium
TICKETS: $10 Available at Peralandra
Books & Records, Pedal Power Bicveles
and at the door

VWL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE SEXA FOUNDATION

DRINKING AND DRIVING
CAN KILL A FRIENDSHIP

1. . Check the prices today at your
o & & Bookstore.
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Thursday, March 5, (987 Spectrum, the ODE's weekly magazine
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Prescription sunglasses

50% off
exp, 3/31/87
SANTA CLARA

OPTICAL
2644 River Road

688-0483

[

ODE Recvcle
This

]

{behind Round Table Pizza)
Since 1981

* Aerobic weight training

* Personalized fitness programs
 Diet counseling

* Weight loss programs

* Body shaping, toning, conditioning
* Aerobic bikes

= Exercise machines

* Free weights

* Wolff suntan bed

See us now—746-3533

Better Bodies Gym
¥ Fitness Center

4050 Main St., Springfield

March's SECRET
PASSWORD is . . .

Blauey

Whisper the secre! password and
take 31 oll price of haircul

Easy Care Hairstyles for
the Whole Family

Recycle
. This
i Paper

Tape duplication-
instant cassette copies!
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Quality stereo or monaural duplication.
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RECREATION &

INTRAMURALS presents

Recreational Dance Classes
for Spring '87

* Only $15 per term

* Non-Credit Free from academic
pressure

* 5 different classes to choose from

* Fun!

For more information call 686-4113
or come by 103 Gerlinger.




