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Softball team welcomes depth,
tries luck in Vegas for opener
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By Gary Henley
Of the Emerald

The Oregon softball team will
look to improve on last year's
20-30 record and fifth-place
finish in the now defunct Nor-
Pac Conference as they open the
1987 season on Thursday
against San Diego State Univer-
sity in Las Vegas, Nevada.

The Ducks have 11 new faces
on the team this year, including
three junior college transfers
and eight freshmen.

Two newcomers, outfielder
Kira Lewis and catcher Cheryl
Coryell, played for state high
school champion Churchill last
year.

Despite the large player tur-
nover, Oregon coach Teresa
Wilson is optimistic about the
coming year.

“We've got a well-rounded
team,"’ she said. **We have a lot
of depth, and that's something
we didn’t have last year.

“And the kids are hungry to
get out there and start playing, "’
she added.

Wilson said there's also a
sense of team unity this year, a
quality she said was lacking last
season.

**The pitchers especially have
been real confident with the in-
fielders and outfielders we have
playing behind them,” she
said.

“That’s important, because
the pitchers will determine how
we do this year,"” she said, ad-
ding that pitching is 90 percent
of the game.

The Ducks will carry three
pitchers this season, including
last year's starters, senior Sony
Schroeder and junior Susan
Voeller. Schroeder and Voeller
will see most of the action this
season, Wilson said.

Schroeder compiled a 7-15
record overall last year with 51
strikeouts and a 2.78 ERA. She
will co-captain the team along
with catcher Stacye Gustafson,
a junior college transfer from In-
glewood, California.

Voeller finished the season
with a 6-13 record (1-3 in Nor-
Pac games), striking out 74 bat-
ters in the 163 innings she
pitched.

In addition to being a starting
pitcher, Voeller was the Ducks'’
leading hitter last year with a
.276 average (all games).

Wilson says the added depth
will give the team a strong
lineup, both offensively and
defensively.

“Depth is definitely one of
our strengths. We have more
speed in the lineup, and we
have good hitters — one
through nine,”’ she said, even
though last year's second- and
third-leading hitters, Susan
Uhrich and Christi Long, are no
longer with the team.
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Sony Schroeder

Defensively, Oregon has one
starting outfielder returning
from last year and two starters
from the infield also coming
back.

The Ducks will play San
Diego State in Las Vegas on
March 5, and will remain there
for the Lady Rebel Softball
Tournament, March 6-7.

Tournament teams will in-
clude UCLA, University of
Utah, San Diego State, Colorado
State University, Creighton
University, University of
Nevada-Reno, and University of
Nevada-l.as Vegas.

‘‘Basically, the tournament
will just give me an oppurtunity
to experiment with different
lineups and combinations of
players to see who plays well in
certain situations,”” Wilson
said.

Oregon will compete for the
first time in the Pacific 10 Con-
ference this vear, along with
Arizona State Universilty,
University of Arizona, Universi-
ty of California at Berkeley,
UCLA and Oregon Stale
University.
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