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Monroe white-water raftsman
tells tales of Yangtze expedition
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In 1978 Ron Mattson jumped
al the chance to be part of an ex-
pedition that intended to raft
the length of the unconquered
Yangtze River in China.

Mattson is an experienced
oarsman and white-water rafter
from Monroe describes himself
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YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW;
Who Decides?

Broadcasting and publishing
decisions which may affect
you and your neighbor are
made daily by our local
news media.

Hear how and why these
sometimes controversial
decisions are made; from the
people who make them.

Clark.”” He will give a slide
presentation and talk on the trip
tonight at 7:30 in the EMU
Ballroom.

The Yangtze expedition was
led by Ken Warren, a Portland
resident. Consisting of between
14 and 18 Americans including
a film crew, the group made
their first attempt in 1983 and
spent six weeks in China, but
never got to the river because of
financial complications, Matt-
son said.

Getting the money together
for the trip, which cost more
than $1 million, was the biggest
problem, he said.

Mutual of Omaha Insurance
Co., in exchange for rights to
film the trip, footed most of the
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Expeditionist John Mattson kayaking at the source of the Yangtze, a glacier at the foot of

bill for the expedition, Mattson
said. The company was looking
for just such adventures to
document in a new television
series, ‘‘Spirit of Adventure,”
to replace the famous ‘‘Wild
Kingdom'' series at the time.

The documentary will air
April 26 and May 3 on ABC.

National Geographic
Magazine also had planned to
do a piece on the trip, but when
expedition member Dave
Shippe, a photographer work-
ing for the magazine, died of
pneumonia complicated by
altitude sickness, the magazine
decided against it.

John Wilcox, who produced
the ‘‘American Sportsman''
television program, was respon-
sible for getting Mutual of
Omaha together with the War-
ren expedition, Mattson said.

The expedition returned to
China in the spring of 1986. The
group left Tuotucheyan, China,
for the headwaters of the
Yangtze located in the
Tangalula Mountains at the
base of 22,722-foot Mount
Geladantong on July 1. It head-
ed down the river about two
weeks after that and eventually
traversed 1,200 miles of the
3,964-mile river.

The river's source,
discovered by the Chinese in
1976 at a 17,000-foot elevation,
begins at the foot of a glacier on
Mount Geladantong.

When the Chinese learned

Turn to Yangtze, Page 6
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