By Mary Courtis
Of the Emerald

Well, come on, all you big,
strong men

Uncle Sam’s got himself in a
jam again,

Way over yonder in Vietnam.

Well, it's one, two, three, four

What the hell are we fighting
for?

Don’t ask me, I don't give a
damn,

Next stop is Vietnam!

And it’s five, six, seven, eight

Open up the pearly gates,

Ain’t no use to wonder why

Whoopee, we're all gonna
die!
— Country Joe McDonald and
the Fish

Vietnam.

Why were we there? What
were we fighting for? What was
it like to be a soldier in the war?
These questions continue to
haunt us even 20 years later.

Despite the extensive media
coverage of the war, most
Americans have yet to come to
terms with how they feel about
it morally and politically. Some
people would prefer to forget
the war ever happened, while
others want to ignore the issues
it left unresolved.

This same dilemma also has
marked the movies that have
been made about the Vietnam
experience. ‘‘Coming Home,"
for example, sensitively ex-
plored the post-combat ex-
periences and perceptions of
veterans and those close to them
but failed to give any real feel-
ing for what the fighting was
like.

Similarly, ‘‘Apocalypse

a veteran and director of the
Veterans' Center in Eugene, in
the Feb. 5 issue of The Register-
Guard. ““There has not been a
lot to help them deal with that.

It shows just how powerful
that experience was and how
much stress is involved and
how war is not what you see on
‘Rambo.’” Pectoral muscles do
not stop rocket-propelled
grenades."’

Jerry Kamp, another Eugene
veteran, agreed.

Movies about Vietnam like
“"Coming Home"' or “‘The Deer
Hunter’’ are more fantasy than
fact, Kamp said. ““After wat-
ching them, 1 would end up re-
examining my sense of reality
and questioning whether I real-
ly remembered the war right."

But with ‘‘Platoon,” it was
different, he said. **For the first
time, I didn’t have to challenge
my sense of reality. It was like,
‘Oh, we're right there.' The film
validated a lot of what 1
remembered. '’

One of the best features of the
movie is that it presents very
realistic conflicts, Kamp said.

““The scenes where the pla-
toon encounters the enemy are
very well done,’’ he said. **The
Viet Cong were extremely
elusive people and could strike
suddenly and at any time. The
film shows that and also the
tense, in-family fighting that
goes on between soldiers.”

Other film sequences and
characters were harder to deal
with, Kamp said.

*“The first time | saw the film,
a lot of stuff came across to me
in slow motion,"” he said.
““When they were burning the
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“Platoon"’ is regarded as the first ‘‘real’’ movie about the Vietnam war. Eugene-area veterans
agree that the movie has helped them validate their Vietnam experience.

in."

The basic plotlessness of the
film works well in this respect
as the platoon and its members
drift randomly from one skir-
mish to the next without any
concrete purpose but to survive.

Much of the power of ‘‘Pla-
toon'' also rests in the fact that
the viewer feels like he or she is
participating in the experiences
and emotions of the various
soldiers rather than just
witnessing them.

Some concern has been ex-

top contender for Oscars with
nominations in eight categories,
including best picture, best
director and best supporting
actor.

The film's success also has
been a sweet victory for Stone,
who had to bargain and com-
promise for 10 years to get the
picture made.

“l can't believe it. I am
honestly stunned,’” Stone is
quoted as saying in The Los
Angeles Times. ‘'l thought vets
and their families would be the

Kamp also believes Stone did
well portraying the funny
aspects of military life in the
movie as well as its anxieties
and dangers.

**'There’'s a lot of black humor
in the film,"* he said. **The shit-
burning detail for instance, or
the scenes showing some of the
men getting drunk or stoned. It
brought back those things,
too."

Frustration was also a pro-
blem for many soldiers, but they
were more likely to take it out
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For most veterans, ‘‘Platoon'’
has served to reaffirm their
memories of Vietnam and serv-

SINGAPORE: %699.00 from Eugene, BEHIND THE SERMON
includes tax. We have blocked seats ON THE MOUNT !

on United June 14, August 16 e

Thursday, 26 February
return Sept. 22. 7:30 PM, 204 Condon Hall ;

sk ok ok ok
Other fares available from Portland* k ke o o ke o o ok o o ok ok ok %k

ed as a useful aid to help them Informal reception for Professor Robinson ’-

explain what they went through Tokyo $603.00  Hong Kong $602.00 following his lecture Y

:sgi'f‘fmlge MR o thaic i Singapore  $695.00 Jakarta $906.00 9:00 - 10:00 PM, Gerlinger Lounge §

b yr.uovie iy Holo Taipei $602.00 Kuala Lumpur $725.00 i 3 ke o ode ok e ook ok ok 3k ok ok ok ok ok o ok ok %k

validate for a lot of veterans *Certain restrictions apply. D Dok Inckide tax Lectures Sponsored by the Gaston Bequest Committee of College of 3

their experience — the stress, We deliver tickets on camﬁus. q Arts & Sciences and the Center for the Humanities "

the anger, the comradery that CALL KRISTEN (formerly of Valentine’s Travel Center.)

takes place,’ said Steven Tice, :

Oregon Daily Emerald Page 11 %
. e AL SO S IR0 A0 LOAA S S BRI L e i e b ¥ gt s e S 0 ) PR R SRS I T e L e St o PR B ey




