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Texas Tech’s Designing Woman 
Beth Worthington 

gives new meaning to 
the phrase room service. 
She’s a full-time interior 
designer at Texas Tech in 
Lubbock, on hand to in- 
troduce collegians to the 
thrill of throw pillows 
and the cachet of flow- 
ered chintz. "I love work- 
ing with the students to 

help them actualize their 
decorating dreams,” says 
Worthington, who can 

wax a bit flowery herself. 
According to Wor- 

thington, about 10 full- 
time interior design- 
ers work for university 
housing departments, at 
schools from Miami Uni- 
versity to West Michigan 
State. She fell into her job 
while pursuing her doc- 
torate at Tech and dab- 
bling as a consulting de- 
signer. The response was 

so enthusiastic that Tech 
added her to its staff. 
Now she stocks thou- 
sands of cloth and carpet 
samples and hundreds of 
furniture catalogs offer- 
ing everything from Old 
English styles to high 

tech. "I can help students 
enhance their environ- 
ment by making spaces 
cozier, bigger, warmer 

or whatever they want” 
says Worthington. 

The designer contends 
that a college cell can be 
transformed for as little 
as $ 100. Tech supplies the 
paint—in tasteful shades- 
of toast, mauve, white, 
pale yellow or blue-gray. 
Beyond that, students 
may seek inspiration in 
Worthington’s "demon- 
stration room" in one 

of the residence halls, 
where she uses such 
inexpensive decorating 
touches as rice-paper 
shades, hand-woven bas- 
kets and walls covered 
with pastel sheets. She 
has also compiled a how- 
to book of handy tips. 

MMk botttes: Danny Li- 
mas, a senior interior-de- 
sign major, credits Wor- 
thington with getting his 
creative juices flowing. 
"She showed me how to 
use a major focal point 
in my room. One year I 
used a shelf I made and 

put old milk bottles and 
personal things on it and 
highlighted it with a 

spotlight.” 
Other students have 

also been inspired by 
Worthington to take 
their decorating beyond 
their own rooms. Artistic 
forms of graffiti are en- 

couraged; residence hall- 
ways are brightened with 
paintings of teddy bears, 
Garfield clones, pink fla- 
mingos, ducks (very pop- 
ular!, Casablanca scenes 
and ocean waves. 

The Texas Tech design- 
er beams that all this 
drive to decorate indi- 
cates that students really 
feel at home at school. 
“Students who fail to per- 
sonalize their rooms fre- 
quently are the first ones 

to drop out,” she says. 
Worthington even insists 
that refurbishment pro- 
vides academic benefits 
as well as esthetic im- 
provement. "Better sur- 

roundings equal better 
grades,” she declares. 
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Getting Hi Of the dormitory doMrumS: Designer Worthington displays carpet samples 

If You Know 
Where You Want 

to Go- 
Get Going! 

The Official (iuide to 
MBA Programs 
t p lo date information on gra 
duale management programs 
at more than >00 sc hools 
Includes an expanded finan- 
cial aid section listing schol- 
arships and special noies for 
foreign students and 
minorities 

The Official Guide for 
(iMAT Review 
Features three complete 
GMATswith answer*, expla- 
nations of more than slMI test 

questions, a comprehensive 
math review and important 
test-taking strategics Also 
available m software editions 
for the IBM It. and Apple II 

Practicing to Take the GRE 
General Test 

Helps \ou become familiar 
ssnh (1KI lesis Includes 
three official tests with 
instructions, answer sheets, 
and data for self-evaluation 
\lso available in software 
editions lor the IBM IV and 
\pple Macintosh 
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t.RK Subject Test 
Practice Books 
Include actual (IRK tests in 

biology chemistry computer 
science, economics, educa- 
tion, engineering, history, 
literature in hnglish, pin sics 
and psychology 

A Guide to the NTE Core 
Batters Tests 
The first official guide to the 
NTK tests offers mforniaiion 
on the tests as well as actual 
previously administered tests 
vs ill) answers and instruc- 

tions for scoring 

You've alwass wanted to be the best vou can he, 
and now vou know that means continuing your 
education Taking an KTN test is often a first step, 
and practicing on actual pres ious tests tan help 
you realize your goals Whether vou re planning 
to studs for an MBA or another graduate degree, 
or for professional certification, sou'll find these 
official KTS publications now available in your 
local bookstore 
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