Graduate receives acclaim in literary world

By Laura Dale
Of the Emerald

A University graduate is receiving ac-
claim in the literary world, and his latest
novel, ‘“Cutting Lisa," is getting suppor-
tive reviews from some critics who say he
may be the nation’s best young writer.

Percival Everett was born and raised in
the South and came to the University as a
philosophy major. He then earned a
master's degree at Brown University and
now teaches creative writing at the
University of Kentucky in Lexington.

At 30, Everett has three novels on the
market. He says these allegories are in-
spired by what he sees as a breakdown of
American culture. They are about acting
out of a sense of moral conviction and
maintaining family integrity, he says,

“Cutting Lisa'" is set on the Oregon
coast, and his characters wander about in
familiar places like Newport and the

Devil’s Punchbowl. It is a study in the
disturbing patterns that comprise modern
American family life.

““Walk Me to the Distance’’ is based on
the story of a young man who drives
across Wyoming, shooting at jackrabbits
and blowing up his own radiator. He
ends up having to, and then wanting to,
stay in the little town of Slut’'s Hole
(where everybody goes but nobody stays).
He becomes acquainted with an old
woman with one leg and her retarded
son, who has a nocturnal passion for
sheep.

The fourth part of the family Everett
creates is a baby who was dropped in the
young man’'s lap by an unknown Viet-
namese woman at a roadside rest area,
The young man is a Vietnam veteran. The
child calls him Daddy.

Everett says he left Oregon because he
didn’t want to have to wear Birkenstocks

and a down jacket. Despite this, he has
obviously maintained an affection for the
place.

Two problems exist in Everett's
writing. His dialogues are lumpy and less
interesting than they could be.

The other problem exists with his por-
trayal of women, who are all either
disabled or made into sex objects whose
primary role is to entice and then mess
things up for the protagonist. Despite
these drawbacks, the writing is compell-
ing in its lack of orchestrated settings.

One can’t help but think that Everett is
a nice guy when reading his books. He
seems to care, and he can write about
what he cares about in a pertinent way,
combing some kind of order and hope in-
to the perversity of modern life.

The University Bookstore carries
**Suder,”" *“Walk Me to the Distance’’ and
“Cutting Lisa."
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why, after 10 years' absence, is
Stallone suddenly so obsessed
with raising him? We are never
offered an explanation that
seems convincing.

The final icing on this rotten
cake is that the arm wrestling
proves to be more disgusting
than exciting. The sight of
muscle-bound oafs straining
and sweating like swine is not
exactly a sexy image. Especially
when they insist on treating us
to excruciating and pointless
close-ups.

Bad, bad, bad, Sly! Next
movie out, try mud wrestling
with Brigitte. That at least
would be mildly entertaining.

“*Over the Top'' shows night-
ly at Cinema World at the Valley
River Mall.
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EUGENE PREGNANCY HOTLINE pro-
vides free confidential pregnancy

PLANNED PARENTHOOD ftor PAP

“MARCELLA’S

UO Bookstore Stamp Counter

PAYMENT: All ads must be paid for in
advance uniess a billing arrangement
has been established. For billing ar-
rangements, please call or
stop by the Emerald Classified office,
300 EJU

RATES: 17 cents per word for the first
day and 14 cents per word for con-
secutive days the ad is run without
change.

Ten-word minimum
the first insertion and $1.40 for con-
secutive insertions.

Rt _PROBLEMS?
P LAC ED A C:i::s Cenlrar. U of O telephone hotline,
ODE Office, 300 EMU E." ours- d.ly! Strictly con!:jio‘lll_:::‘

EMU Main desk

testing, support and information. Call
345-0400. 336 E. 111h Eugene tn

thright. 687-8651

PREGNANT? WE WANT TO HELP. Free
Pregnancy testing. Confidential. Bir-
3162:F

Is $1.70 for

INTERNSHIPS IN PUBLIC RELATIONS
- Liberal Arts majors and minors -
Put your writing and public speaking
skills to work for the Eugene Sym- -
phony, March of Dimes, Eugene-
Springfield Convention and Visitors'
Bureau, and City Manager's Office
Sign-ups at 221, Hendricks Hall, Career Dy Feb 2

Development Internship Program,

LOVE CONNECTION CLUB
A romantic and fun dating concept
for singles 344.14!

226

Heading south for SPRING BREAK?
Get started on your base tan NOW at
SunShower! 4852323 (Upslairs by
Kinko's) tin
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY, The
Miss Linn-Benton Scholarship Pageant
is looking for contestants. Call 926-0257
20

8812:2-20

" JILL DE GARMO

ternship Program.

VIDEO PRODUCTION INTERNSHIP
Edit, catalog, and develop video skills
in this intarnship with the Vat Center. A
B'r‘ut opportunity for TCF of

ychology majors. Sign-ups at 221,
Hendricks Hall, Career Davelopmant In-

The 8th annual all-greek bolm%)mur
nament to banelit the March of Dimes
will be held Friday, February 20th, 7
pm at the Eugena National Guard Ar
mory. (Across from Aulzen.) Admis

8813:220 |sion:83. 2:20°

IF YOU THINK YOU'LL GET OUT ALIVE,

Womens Co-op

now accepting

HAPPY 25th

licati f

188 i&'::':%ﬁ; BIRTHDAY

Wood or Joell at e S
687-1639 dancing on the tables!

OVE, J

y r - | E d
RALLY TRYOUTS Cormaling. Diy ‘el s, Toes el
M ey S sﬂ i Repn HAPPY BIRTHDAY S N BObDARCIQUSu 21er
¥ ! h
Interested Men & Women BRIAN NEUKIRCH !rgnrr;';no:l}h-ﬂ.lzn'ch.l:\cg.nl.ll utopia of
e Love Ketay, Shama, Tha Family 24,5 Besations, plamcrous occasion
2.2% and your flifth grade class SCO“-H!UO a E,:..'
x d_l'!r I love you w D.Y 5
ADELPHE e GOOD LUCK
Christian R oA MATT REED

Love ya, Rom

E-BETH: Happy 21-ar. Feel free 1o bor-
row my list of "hangover remedies’
Alter all, what are friends flor!
DEEDUMS ey 7
Cindy M. - So is it pumps
or heels tonight? The
Wannabe's

220

Anderson’s Ski Sale #
Savings of 20-30% OFF!

Wide Selection of

Ski Wear including: Skis, Boots, Bin-

¢ All Men’s & Women’s gmu;;r:ﬂ:e:ea::
Sweaters 20% OFF Sale. /

e All Men’s & Women’s Jackets

White Stwg, Mountam aeat  20-30% OFF -
* All Men’s & Women’s Ski Pants and Bibs k
Whits Sag Nerar'racs ot 20.30% OFF :

 Men’s & Women’s Ski Suits 20-30% OFF J
* All Goretex shells 20% OFF b

DERSON S

L\ SPORTING GOODS -

.

DREAM WARRIORS

-

y A . _.‘ - :
SALEM « ALBANY « CORVALLIS « EUGENE 4

199 W. 8th, Eugene 484-7344 :

From I NEW LINE CINEMA
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