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At the movies 

'Mannequin' lifeless, lacks personality 
By Jackie Barry 

Of the Emerald 
If wooden performances and hollow 

plot excite you in a movie, go see “Man- 
nequin," which began playing in 

Eugene last weekend. 
Dubbed a “contemporary comedy” 

modeled after the comedies of the 1930s 
and 1940s, the story begins well enough 
and follows an interesting plot line. But 
unconvincing performances and a weak 
script ruin these values. 

The movie opens in an Egyptian tomb 
where Emmy, a beautiful, young mum- 

my, fends off yet another suggestion 
from her mother for her future — mar- 

riage to a camel-dung dealer. Emmy, 
played by Kim Cattrall, wants 

something more from life and prays to 
the gods to help her. And they do. 

In the next sequence we see a sculptor 
named Jonathan, played by Andrew Mc- 
Carthy, bumbling his way through a 

series of odd jobs and attempting to lend 
“style and grace” to mannequins, 
hedges and pizzas. 

Jonathan’s ambitious girlfriend then 
dumps him. and he ends up pushing his 
dead motorcycle through rain-soaked 
streets. He pauses in front of the Prince 
and Co. department store and sees one 

of his creations in the store window, in 
the form of Emmy reincarnated as a 

mannequin. 
Jonathan’s luck changes at this point, 

but viewers are left with the opposite 
effect. 

McCarthy gives a vapid, pretty-boy 
performance as the idealistic artist. He 
doesn’t lend an ounce of passion to the 
role. 

And Cat trail bounces around the set 
like an oversexed cheerleader. She’s 
thoroughly unconvincing as a woman 

trying to break out of the mold. 
In one scene, Emmy has her first en- 

counter with power tools. She barely 
misses slicing off her face as she flips 

Courtesy photo 
Jonathan (Andrew McCarthy), a young stockroom clerk, and Emmy (Kim 

Cattrall), a beautiful mannequin, look good together, but wooden perfor- 
mances mar the film. 

the “on” switch, her hair dangling 
within the blade’s scope. 

In a later scene. Emmy cavorts with 
)onathan through the department store, 
first dressing up as a moll to his 
gangster, a groupie to his rock star and 
then as the sex-starved wife to which 
lonathan plays a frosty, rich husband. 

Director and co-scriptwriter Michael 
Gottlieb should have asked for less 
unrelated caricature development and 
more emotion from these two. 

In addition, they have little dialogue 
of merit. The script contains numerous 

cliches and avoids emotional depth to a 

fault. 
Two minor characters did portray ex- 

cellent caricatures and the only shining 

lights in this movie. 
Meshach Taylor’s portrayal of the ef- 

feminate window dresser. Hollywood, 
might strike a raw nerve with some peo- 
ple. I found his physical self-pampering 
and emotional outbursts to be 
hysterical. 

James Spader’s hunchbacked por- 
trayal of the two-faced, paranoid 
Richards adds another genuine comic 
note in this disappointing forum. 

“Mannequin” is Gottlieb’s first at- 

tempt at writing and directing a feature- 
length film after 17 years as a commer- 

cial and documentary director. His 
background is evident in the 
photographic qualities that make the 
film nice to watch. 

Ethics, morals go on trial 
in new film 1From the Hip' 

By Seen Axmaker 
Of Hm gwwild 

“From The Hip” is the story of one 
Robin ‘Stormy’ Weathers {brat packer 
Judd Nelson), recent law school 
graduate working as a clerk for a 

prestigious law firm but aching to try 
his own case. In fact, he’ll do about 
anything to get the chance — and he 
does. 

After purposely delaying a memoran- 
dum and then secreting it between two 
filing cabinets, he maneuvers into the 
helm of a minor battery case, to which 
his client admits he is guilty. Robin, 
however, manages to win the case with 
a slew of unorthodox tactics and at- 
tracts quite a bit of media attention in 
the process. 

Trouble strikes when the icy Pro- 
fessor Benoit (John Hurt), accused of 
murdering a young prostitute, requests 
the newfound celebrity to defend him, 
courtroom theatrics and all. 

Only a couple of small problems 
worry Robin. For starters. Robin con- 
ferred with the opposing lawyer on his 
first case so they would both look good 
in court. This murder case isn’t merely 
more complicated: the district attorney 
is a brilliant prosecutor, and the 
evidence is all against Benoit. 

Ostensibly a comedy, “From The 
Hip" does have some funny moments 
and some clever courtroom scenes, but 
the majority of the gags are trite and 
clumsily executed. This isn't any sur- 

prise coming from director, co-writer 
and co-producer Bob Clark, whose 
films have consistently gotten worse 
since his claim to fame, “Porky’s," 

roared its ugly head. 
More than this, however, the film is 

dishonest. Our hero Robin b am- 

biguous at best and amoral at worse. 
His tactics iii gaining the case were 

patently dishonest and his tactics dur- 
ing the case are everything from 
libelous to immoral. 

His client admitted his guilt but in 
such an "unimportant** case as battery 
we shouldn’t worry too much about 
ethics. Robin certainly hasn't. 

Yet in dealing with Benoit, who 
hasn’t admitted guilt. Robin is wary. 
For one thing. Benoit is haughty, 
manipulative and much more brilliant 
than Robin, which immediately makes 
him suspect. Robin, in fact, deduces 
Benoit’s guilt because he doesn't like 
Benoit (he describes him as a cross bet- 
ween Charles Manson and William F. 
Buckley), and because he doesn’t react 
to a particular courtroom tactic the way 
an Innocent man should. In other 
words, hard facts. 

The moral judgments made by a 
character like Robin are to be held 
suspect to begin with (his saving grace 
is his two-dimensional, kewpie-doll 
girlfriend )o Ann, whose vapid moral 
righteousness shows Robin the light), 
but the decision he makes on this judg- 
ment is absolutely dishonest (although 
Clark treats it as heroic. Remember. 
Robin is the hero). 

Robin is supposed to be likeable 
because his tactics undermine authori- 
ty. It’s hard for me. however, to 
separate the moral positions of Robin 
and Benoit. 1 suppose if Benoit got the 
good lines, though, then he too could 
become an anti-authoritarian hero. 
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'Over the Top' sinks to the bottom 
By Mary Courtis 

(N I hr Kmerald 

In his new movie “Over the Top,” 
Sylvester Stallone goes straight to the 
bottom. 

And then some. This is one of those rare 

movies a reviewer can say stinks without 
apology or reservation. Boxing was bad 
enough. But arm wrestling? Honestly Sly, 
how can you expect anyone with the brains 
of an ice cube to get worked up over that? 
Especially when we are supposed to root for 
as dull and witless a hero as Lincoln Hawk. 

Compared to this Zinjanthropus, Rocky 
was an intellectual and Rambo a rational, 
straight shooter. None of Hawk’s actions 
make any sense. Nor do we learn much about 
him, other than the fact that he abandoned 
his wife and son 10 years ago. In short, his 
truck has more personality. 

The other actors in the film fare no bet- 
ter. Robert Loggia can be crusty and tough 

with crisp authority as he proved in “Jagged 
Edge.” But this movie gives him little chance 
to do more than look rich and outraged as 

Stallone’s domineering father-in-law. 
As for poor Susan Blakely, she gets more 

lines in her bio than in the movie. Her 
character only appears a few times to act pale 
and listless before she mercifully dies. 

David Mendenhall does get a few points 
for trying hard to be appealing in his role as 

Stallone’s son. But his charm seems forced, 
and his efforts to inject some life and human 
pathos into the movie are not enough. Why 
does he want to stay with Stallone? And 
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Courtesy photo 
Sylvester Stallone tries bis band at arm 

wrestling in bis latest film, “Over the 
Top. ” 
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