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Symposium focuses on awareness 
of rape and its effects on society 

By Sarah Kitchen 
Of th« Emerald 

Educating people about rape 
and its effects on society is one 
of the purposes of this week's 
Rape Awareness Symposium. 

The symposium, which will 
run today through Thursday, 
will present a series of films 
related to rape, as well as 

discussions and demonstra- 
tions. It will conclude on Thurs- 
day night with the annual 
"Take Back The Night March." 

"The purpose of the week is 
to make men and women aware 

rape is an issue for all people, 
not just women. It is a social 
issue and everyone needs to be 
able to speak about it openly," 
said Heather Mactaggart, ASUO 
Women’s Task Force 
Coordinator. 

"We also want people to 
realize rape is not something to 
be ashamed or embarrassed 
about and that victims of rape 
should come forward for help,” 
she added. 

It is important that University 
students are aware of rape since 
University women are in the 
high risk category as potential 
rape victims. “Women need to 
be aware of the resources 

available in the community as 

well as on campus." Mactaggart 
said. 

“Many women are not sure 
what they can do about rape, 
but there is always something to 
do: One way to know what to do 
is by discussing it with others." 
Mactaggart said. 

Society’s attitude toward rape 
is becoming more tolerant. 
“More courts are not blaming 
the victims of rape," Mactag- 
gart said. 

“Rape: Myths and Facts” is 
the title of the first day of the 
symposium, which includes an 

anti-pornography slide show 
called “Women Against 
Violence Against Women." 

The second day of the sym- 
posium is titled ‘Surviving 

Rape.’ A film which depicts 
rape prevention by examining 
the cycle of rape — the personal 
trauma, societal reactions and 
the treatment of the victim — 

will be shown. 
The "Take Back the Night 

March," which will start at the 
EMU Courtyard Feb. 19 at 8:15 
p.m., is now a tradition in cities 
around the country. The first 
"Take Back the Night March" 
was held nine years ago in San 
Francisco. 

"The march symbolizes that 
women can walk in the streets 

together and feel safe, but can’t 
walk alone and feel safe," said 
Mary Sullivan from the 
Women’s Resource and Referral 
Service. "We are taking back a 

space that should be ours 

anyway." 
The symposium is co- 

sponsored by the ASUO. 
Women’s Resource and Refer- 
ral, Men Against Rape, Rape 
Crisis Network and Catalyst 
Films. 

BSU receives IFC funds after debate 
By Carolyn Lamberson 
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the Philosophy Club, the 
American Society of Interior 
Design, the Black Student 
Union and Recreation and 
Intramurals. 

The hearing for the Black Stu- 
dent Union lasted over an hour 
because of extended discussion 
over expenses surrounding the 
BSU’s Black Leadership Com- 
memoration and the Black Arts 
Festival. The BSU received 
$2,000 of its $2,500 request for 
the Leadership Commemoration 
and its total $2,000 request for 
the Black Arts Festival. 

The arguement for funding 
the organization as requested 
was spearheaded by IFC 
member Bob Baldwin, who 
stressed the important role of 
the BSU in the cultural integra- 
tion of the University and the 
community. 

IFC members Ron Munion 
and Laurie Clark said the IFC" 
should more cautious in the 
money it allocates and maintain 
the IFC’s goal of maintaining 
current incidental fees. 

The entire BSU request was 

$10,952. The IFC allocated 
$10,409 in line item votes rather 
than voting the entire budget at 
once. 

During the course of the 
debate, Baldwin said he believ- 
ed Munion’s reluctance to give 
the BSU their entire budget re- 

quest stemmed from racist 
attitudes. 

Baldwin said opposition to 
the BSU request was coming 
from someone who agreed with 
racial segregation in Georgia. 

— Munion did not comment im- 
mediately on the allegation and 
Katy Howard, acting IFC 
Chairperson said she didn’t 
want personal politics to be 
brought up during the budget 
hearings. 

“The whole comment was 

baseless, absurd and classical 
Bob Baldwin,” Munion said. “I 
did not propose a decrease in 
last year’s budget, and when I 
look at a budget, I try to see if 
the group necessarily needs that 
money.” 

The Philosophy Club, a new 

organization, received $645 of 
its $853 request. 

The IFC unanimously approv- 
ed the requested $491 budget of 
the American Society of Interior 
Design. 

The IFC approved the 
$65,462 request of Recreation 
and Intramural. 
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