
Diversions 

File photo 

Thar’ She Blows! 
“We got a couple at 11 

o’clock, about a half-mile 
ahead.'' 

Forty-seven pairs of eyes 
zeroed in on that position. 
Cameras and binoculars focus- 
ed, searching over the lolling 
squalls for whales off the 
Oregon coast near Newport. 

Seconds later, there were cries 
of “over there," and lingers 
pointed at two distant objects 
bobbing in the aqua sea. 

('apt. Dave Hutchins, who 
had announced the spotting over 

the ship’s intercom, threw the 
vessel into full throttle. All 45 
passengers were up on tip-toes, 
most ol them anticipating their 
first glimpse of a whale. 

They would have to wait a bit 
longer. The objects turned out to 
be a pair of bouys. 

This was the only disapomt- 
ment of the day for the Sea Ven- 

r 

turc’s inexperienced hut en- 

thusiastic sailors. Minutes later, 
a spout of water about bO yards 
in front of the ship confirmed 
Hutchins’ sighting. We had 
found two California gray 
whales, one estimated by Hut 
chins to he 40 feet long, the 
other about five feet shorter 
They were about three miles off 
shore and migrating south, a bit 
tardy as most gray whales pass 
Oregon during January. 

Hutchins cut throttle, and 
slowed the ship's speed to that of 
the whales. Both whales and 
boat were traveling at a leisurely 
3 knots. “This is about their 
average pace," Hutchins stated, 
although he says California 
Grays could propel themselves 
“very quickly” if need be 

I he pair we found were of 

average length, although mature 

Grays can reach 50 feet in 

length, and weigh 50 tons. 
Hutchins' crew was as in- 

teresting as the whales 
themselves. Two groups from 
the fill gene Survival Center oc- 

cupied the boat, as well as 

volunteers from the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council. 
About two thirds were from the 
University, including three 
foreign exchange students. 

None of the students had ever 

been whale watching before. 
Some had never been on a boat 
at sea, made obvious b\ the 
amount ot sea-sickness they ex 
ibited. A couple of older, more 

experienced passengers made 
crude jokes about ‘chumming 
for whales." 

Most of- the affected 
passengers didn’t let their 
queasiness ruin an otherwise 
bcautdul day. It was sunny and 
in the 50s when the Sea Venture 

shoved off in the early alter 
noon It's occupants were down 
mg the last of their lunches or 

making idle chit-chat. One older 
couple started in on a cooler of 
imported beers, while another 
group was investigating the 
rumor there was a reporter on 

board. 
I he most excited passengers 

were two ladies sitting in the 
ship's cabin. 60-year-old 
Portland resident Myra Perala 
heard about the trip through the 
ONRC, a group she volunteers 
some of her time to. She brought 
along her longtime friend and 
neighbor. 86-year-old Ida 
Nevala. a retired librarian. 
Although neither had ever been 
whale watching, Perala says 
such unique activities were com 

mon in Ncvala’s life. “She's 
truly amazing,’’ she said “She 
gets such an enourmous kick out 

of life. 
I he 18-year-old ship slowly 

made it s way off port, passing a 

group of sea lions feeding on 

fish that cleaners were throwing 
off docks. We soon encountered 
large, rolling waves, causing a 

rollar coaster like ride. 
Passenger Carey Lea felt ‘the 
first wave itself was worth the 
SI5. Others less enthusiastic 
about the bumpy environment 

laughed nervously. 
Hut the waves soon diminish 

ed m si/e and frequency. and the 
happy, aquatic couple was soon 

sighted. 
Lor the next two hours and 10 

miles, the Sea Venture would 
tail the giant couple. The whales 
would surface about every six 

minutes to breath, s|X'iul about 
M) seconds spouting water and 
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WATCH OCIT! 

¥ 
Fun fashion 
heart-shaped 

Watches 
Now 

$ 10-$ 15 
(reg. $25 $35) 

also novelty watches 
featuring Gumby, 

Spock, Fred Flintstone 
and more 

25% OFF 

(sweatshop) 

949 Pearl St. 
(between 10th & Broadway) 

343-8352 

Quality eyewear 
need not be expensive 

SINGLE VISION 
PRESCRIPTION LENSES 
AND FRAMES 
• Choose from a specially selected 

group of 'ashion frames 
• f-T-25-28 Bifocals S20 Extra 
• Extra charge for high powers 

^EYE EXAMS.»32^ 

Complete! Price 
includes eye exam, 

care kit, and all 
dispensing fees. S.V 

spherical only 

EXTENDED 
WEAR CONTACTS.M69 

Dr. Dan Caldwell, Optometrist 
Santa Clara Square 

689-1115 

Owner Richard Slaney presents: 
1’he Woin Tanning System. 

BUY A LITTLE 

SUNSHINE 
FOR YOUR 

VALENTINE! 
U of O Students get 10% OFF 

Tanning Gift Packages 
Thru Feb. 22, 1987 

TAN SOMEONE SPECIAL 
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT*OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

2566 Willmatti 343-5684 


