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-ations between timber in-
terests and environmentalists.
The confrontations have led
to tree spikings, tree-sitting
marathons intended to pre
vent cutting, and gate
closures to keep the public
out.

The fate of a stand of old
growth in the Breitenbush
area of the Willamette Na
tional Forest, part of the
largest chunk of old growth in
Oregon. according to Jim
Monteith of the Oregon
Natural Resources Council,
currently hangs in the balance
of a U.S. Federal Court battle
being waged in Portland

The ONRC and the
Breitenbush Community.
near the small town of
Detroit, have filed suit in an
attempt to block clear cutting
on the 63-acre North Roaring
Devil timber sale already ap
proved |'"_\.' the U S Forest
Service

During court proceedings,
geologist Roger A. Redfern of
Portland testified clear cutting
in the area could cause ero
sion damage to the Brieten
bush River. The Brietenbush
River supplies Detroit with
water

Bugaboo Timber Co ,
which was contracted to
harvest the timber, is a defen
dent in the suit along with the
U.S. Forest Service. Bugaboo
employs around 450 people

“We do not believe that we
should have to be fighting this
battle. The timber sale was
legally sold to us by the
federal government, and we
should have the legal right to
harvest that timber sale
We're bound by a legal con
tract with the U.S. govern
ment,” says Bugaboo owner
Jim ' -gan. “l grew up in
that area and l've never fel
that everything has to be for
wilderness. The people that
want to hike in a non
disturbed area are a very
small minority of this popula
tion that owns that national
forest” He maintains it is a
public forest and is for
everybody, not just small
special interest groups. Many

people would never get to en-
joy that area if it weren't for
the logging roads that provide
access

Despite what some en-
vironmentalists claim, the
future for the industry “looks
pretty good,” Morgan says

A 110-acre stand of timber
at Bunker Hill has been the
center of yet another emo-
tional confrontation between
the BLM and the Bunker Hill
Task Force of the Upper
Mohawk Community Coun
cil, a group of residents in the
Mohawk area who formed
the group to save the old
arowth. After two vyears of
resistance by area residents,
43 acres of the Bunker Hill
|‘h1h'h are bt'lng cut now by
the Roseboro Lumber Co

Three other sales in the
area are being appealed
because they contain Spotted
Owl habitat, says Lee
Lauritzen, director of the
BLLM Eugene district. The
BLM denied a Lane County
Board of Commissioners re
quest that the county be
allowed to lease the property
for a natural park similar to
the Big River Old Growth
Preserve., concluding the
timber was too valuable to be
set aside and would have a
severe economic impact.

Cole confirmed $421.000
in tax revenues will be
generated from the 43-acre

Bunker Hill sale

Another reason the BLM
denied the request and went
ahead with cutting is it did not
want to set a precedent with
such a small patch of timber
If the BLM saved this grove, it
was afraid everyone would
petition to save their back
vard wood lot, Lauritzen
says

“We were already hearing
rumbles from groups down
south, mainly in Medford and
Roseburg, about petitioning
to save other small patches of
timber,” he says.

“The values the local group
were talking about were not

there. They said the area was
unique — well old growth is
not unique. We kept asking
them what was unique about
the area and they never did
tell us.” he says.

People involved in the
issue are not concerned with
less valuable second-growth
timber. The second-growth
forests that have grown up
since virgin timber was cut do
not seem to evoke the same
emotional attachment the an
cient timber untouched by
man does. Also, the second
growth timber is less valuable
economically

Although it is genetically
selected to grow faster,
thereby making a more pro
ductive forest, there is a
tradeoff in strength and quali
ty of the wood because the
grain is not as fine. This is
evidenced by the disparity in
prices that old growth and se
cond growth will bring in the
market

The big trees are more
economical to harvest
because they contain more
wood, and leads less in
dividual pieces to handle per
thousand board feet of wood.
The wood also is much more
valuable on the market
because is fine grained,
stronger and less knotty than
younger, smaller second-
growth logs

“Second growth will bring
$40-350 per thousand board
feet where old growth will go
for $100 per thousand,”
Lauritzen says

Second-growth forests are
also less genetically diverse,
Spies says. Some en
vironmentalists point to this
lack of diversity as proof that
old growth forests are more
than just old trees.

Spies concedes the scien-
tific community is not certain
that old growth forests as they
now exist can simply be
grown back. Old growth
forests come about from a
combination of factors, he
says. These include things
such as fire and other natural
disaster, as well as weather
patterns and climatic
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