
old. retired from business in 
1964. But there are still between 
250 and 3(H) studios around the 
world today. 

A common misperception 
about Arthur Murray dance 
studios is that they teach only 
“touch-dancing,” or partner- 
ship dancing, Ames says. What 
isn't understood is that Arthur 
Murray is a technique, a method 
of teaching dance, he says. 

“Arthur Murray is. .a 

method of teaching which is too 
hard to explain or even try to tell 
you what the meth<xl is because 
it’d take too long. But the 
methixl of teaching is what's im- 

portant, and the thing that helps 
people to learn in the quickest 
possible way. 

“Arthur Murray's style has to 
do with taste, the correct way to 
use the btxly. I wouldn't sa\ it's 
Arthur Murray's style, it's 
every btxlv s sty lc. It s just that 
the st) :e we re developing is the 
better way of using the body for 
what most people do. We 
develop it through a more 

graceful way by making it more 

natural...by using the normal 
flow of the btxlv.“ 

People take dance lessons for 
a variety of reasons, Ames says. 

“Number one, it does teach 
them to have fun and to get to be 
with people, and to get closer to 

people, and a chance to feel im- 

portant. Plus the fact that it does 
hold down a negative sense. 

How many people can actually 
touch in dancing and argue 
without pushing each other away 
first? That’s an important factor. 
How many people can argue 
holding their arms around each 
other? They couldn’t stay in that 
position very long, could they? 
And I think that’s very impor- 
tant. Because dancing is 

something you can do that will 
hold down a lot of negative pro- 
blems in your life. 

“I feel it not only brings out 
the care about each other and the 
fun, it also makes people feel 
more care about their ap- 
pearance toward others, aware 

of things that can offend such as 

ixlors. A lot of people may not 
be aware of B.O. and stuff like 
that unless they know they’re 
going to be next to someone they 
really like.’’ 

Whatever the reason for tak- 
ing dance lessons, the one 

everyone has in common is that 
they want to learn how to dance, 
or how to dance better. 

Louise Phaigh, a 68-year-old 
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Photo bv Maria Corvallis 
Bud Ames, owner of the Arthur Murray Dance Studio in Eugene, and his avsistant, Laurie Taylor, demonstrate one of the many 
poses they teach to dance students. This year marks the 75th anniversary of Arthur Murray dance studios. Ames has taught at the 
Eugene studio for the past 11 years. 

Eugene resident who has been 

taking dance lessons for about 
one-and-a-half years, says she 

began taking lessons because she 

finally had the time and money. 
“I watched Arthur Murray and 
Katherine (his wife) dance on 

TV,” she says. “They used to 
be like a song together, they 
danced so snux>thly together. 

“I thought when I had money 
I would take dance lessons like 
that A couple years ago 1 finally 
had the time and a little extra 

money so I signed up,” says 
Phaigh, who is a widow. “At 
first 1 was worried they wouldn’t 
take people over 65, but they 
said age doesn’t make any dif- 
ference. They said some of their 
best dancers are over 90 and still 
dance in exhibitions.” 

Ardella Wilson has been tak- 

ing lessons only since last fall 
but says she always has loved 
dancing. “When I was in high 
school I lived to dance. Then I 
married a fellow that didn’t 
dance,’’ she says, with a faint 
hint of resentment. 

When Wilson became a 

widow about a year and a half 
ago, she wanted to get her mind 
off of things and be on her own. 

She saw an ad in the newspaper, 
and that led her to Arthur Mur- 
ray. she says. 

"I said to myself, ‘Oh dear, 
oh dear,’ then I came right over 

and signed up for a session. 
Then I signed up for another 
one.” 

Elmer Paris, a 72-year-old 
widower who seems to be one of 
the few men taking classes at the 
Eugene studio, began taking 
classes last July because he 
wanted to add a little style to his 

dancing. 
“I've danced pretty much all 

my life — since 1 was 14 years 
old," he says “But I wanted to 
add a little style and pick up 
some new steps. I’ve picked up a 

lot ot style. and spit n polish I 
guess you’d call it. 

“And of course there’s always 
six ladies to every man.” 

A member of various local 
fraternal groups like the Elks, 

UNDER *4,400! 

| EVERYBODY NEEDS A YUGO SOMETIME I 
THE CVwiwo 

1 ONLY $440 DOWN .. 

bO pdympnls. ( 
1 1 <m. APR. 
OAG 

DUNHAM YUGO 
CADILLAC, OLDSMOBIl l, ISUZU 
AND THL BLST IN USfDCARS 

L >A< ()n Approved rrdil Ph lure* lor iliutfr jImmy 
pu»p«nr% only 4f*d rvM told ji un kn p»* VALliY RIVER* EUGENE *345-1511 

Mwse and Ragles, Faris has no 

trouble finding opportunities to 

put his lessons to work, he says. 
"I just go from one place to the 
other and follow the bands. 
Also, I dance in the T-room at 
the Hilton. 

"There’s some good dancers 
out there. 1 don’t have any 
trouble.” 

Faris chose Arthur Murray 
because he first was invited as a 

guest. "I came because I 

thought I’d like it, and I did, so 

I’ve been hanging out ever 

since. It’s a lot of fun — I look 
forward to it." 

Ames’ assistant, Laurie 
Taylor, works with new students 
when they first come to the 
studio to help them develop an 

appropriate program. "I try to 

help them choose a program 
that’s going to be right for them 
not only for their ability but also 
for the amount of time they want 
to spend in the studio and also 
the amount of money they want 
to invest. 

"Basically I take into con 

sidcration several different 
things,” says Taylor, who also 
is Ames’ dance director for 
teachers and studio supervisor. 
“Their instructor’s already 
found out their rate of learning, 
which has to do with no two peo- 
ple learn exactly the same. Ob 

viously somebody who’s 25 
years old is going to learn a little 
bit differently than someone who 
hasn’t started until they’re 85 or 

65. But generally we try to plan 
people’s programs so that they 
suit them specifically not only 
their physical needs but also to 
what dances they’d like to learn. 

“Some of our students may bo 

specializing in a little bit more 

country western style of danc- 
ing. Some students may be- doing 
everything from lat in and 
ballroom, also adding a little 
country western." 

Aside from teaching people 
how to recognize music, instruc- 
tors also must teach men how to 
“lead” and women how to 

Continued on Page 12 

Could you use an extra 
$100.00 a month 
this term? 

There are lots of ways for a stu 
dent to earn extra money But 
most employers require regular 
hours And even if your class 
schedule happens to fit your 
employer s needs, midterms and 
finals often don t 
If you re healthy and reliable, in two to tour hours a week being 
paid on the spot, you can earn up to $100 00 cash a month! Easily 

on a flexible schedule to accomodate you Become a 

blood/plasma donor Once or twice a week, visit the nearby Hyland 
Donor Center Donating plasma is simple and sate In tact, the 
donation process, called plasmaphersls,' removes from the 
blood the only element it needs — the plasma Other whole blood 
elements, the red cells, are returned to you Want to know more? 
Need that cash now? 

For an appointment call 683-3953 
HYLAND PLASMA DONOR CENTER 

40 E. 10th 


