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Last March, Klatt and his 
team competed in the Irondog 
Triatholon at Diamond I>ake, 
near Crater Lake. The race 
totalled 105 miles, and included 
a 10-milc sprint and a 22 mile 

freighter race, with the dogs car- 

rying an additional 350 pounds 
on the sled, in addition to Klatt’s 

weight 
Klatt and his team came in se- 

cond on the grueling course. The 
second place prize was VMX). 
Obviously, Klatt doesn’t do it 
for the money. He considers 
himself lucky if he can break 
even with the travel expenses, 
the dog food and the vet bills 

“It's a hobby, not a businss," 
he says 

It’s hard to pm him down on 

just how many dogs he is 

feeding or what the dog food 
hills are, hut eventually Klatt 
lets on that he has 17 dogs at 
home. He owns 10 of them. A 
few of them he leases, a few he 
just takes care of and some arc 

retirees. He feeds them generic 
high protein dog food, the kind 
you can get at the supermarket, 
and he supplements that with 
meat scraps. 

Other racers may pay 
thousands of dollars for a dog. 
Some have fancy color- 
coordinated dog harnesses. But 
Klatt takes the low-budget ap- 
proach; his dogs are cheap, and 
he makes his own harnesses — 

“I don’t care what color they 
arc, as long as they fit the dog.” 

Klatt says he’s never paid 
more than $2(X) for a dog. Some 

Klatt says he’s never paid more than $200 for a dog. 
Some of his were given to him by people who were go- 
ing to “put a bullet in them." He tells one story about 
another dog owner who was going to kill a dog because 
it wouldn't run and pull with the team. 

of his were given to him by peo- 
ple who were going to “put a 

bullet in them." 
Klatt tells one story about 

another dog owner who was go- 
ing yto kill a dog because it 
wouldn't run and pull with the 
team. 

“I needed another dog like I 
needed a hole in the head." he 
says. But Klatt t<x>k the dog in 

and it took him a year to work 
with the dog before the dog 
would do any work. But after 
that, the dog pulled with all his 
heart for the dog. At one race, 
Klatt stopped the team and put 
the dog on the sled because it 
had worked itself into a state of 
exhaustion. "His tongue was 

hanging down on the snow." he 
says. 

at Franklin Center 
2001 Franklin across from Food Value/Hiron’s 

THIS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

YOGURT 
HILL 

THE ULTIMATE FROZEN YOGURT 

TREAT YOURSELF TO THE 
ULTIMATE IN 

FROZEN YOGURT. 
25 Toppings to choose from including 

fresh melons, strawberries and other fruits. 

FROZEN YOGURT HAS LESS THAN 
27 CALORIES PER FL. OZ.M 

Serving Hot Soup and 
Fresh Homemade Bread Daily 

C3€BRAI€!!! 
— f 
our arrival in Eugene with 
★ A free topping with your purchase 

(good thru 1/31) 

★ A drawing for a ski trio to Bachelor 

Try our giant, freshly baked Cinnamon Rolls 

Klatt takes his responsibility 
for the dogs seriously. “To that 
animal you’re God" he says. 
“You're responsible for his 
health, welfare and mental 
attitude." 

Klatt has won two best- 
conditioned team awards. He 
heard that he had won the 
awards because his dogs were in 

good physical condition anti 
because he had a reputation for 
having a good rapport with 
them. 

You have to like doing it. he 
says It's six to eight races of 
glory, and after that it's dealing 
with them for the rest of the 
year. 

At home, the dogs are staked 
out on b-foot chains; each has its 
own wooden house to shelter 
from the sun and rain. When it 
smows, the dogs like to be out 
side in the snow- where they curl 
up in a ball. 

In the summer. Klatt will oc- 

casionally hook them up to a cart 
and take them for a run. but only 
if it rains. “I don't want them 
getting dust in their lungs," he 
says. 

Work as a heavy equipment 
operator has been sporadic in re- 

cent years for Klatt. With 
finances as tight as they are. he’s 
had to cut back on the racing, 
and he thinks he might try to 
ease out of the sport. If he’s go- 
ing to stay, he’d like to have a 

sponsor like some of the other 
racers with much less ex- 

perience have managed to get. 
But Klatt says he would haye 

to believe in a product before 
he’d make a pitch for it. “They 
couldn't buy me. I'm as in- 

dependent as a hog on ice.” 

LAURIE SCHWARTZ 

LANE COMMUNITY COLLEGE PRESENTS 

The Sparkling I960 / 
Musical About Elvis 
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Call 
726-2202 iv 
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tickets 
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JAN. 23-31 

STUDENTS! 
y> Puce Ruth Tickets Available 


