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Student exchange program offers 
affordable change of environment 

By Dennis Fernandes 
Of the Kmrrald 

Although not quite as 

prestigious as encountering 
London fog or touring French 
wineries, the National Student 
Exchange Program does offer 
students the opportunity for ex- 

changes at locations such as 

Hawaii, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey and Colorado. And most 
of those students find the ex- 

perience beneficial, enjoyable 
— and extremely affordable. 

NSEP, which originated in 
1908 and offers programs at 
some 49 institutions, gives 
qualified students the oppor- 
tunity to attend a different 
university or college and live in 
a different environment while 
paying that particular state’s 
resident tuition rates. 

Students must have attended 
the University for one term and 
have maintained a 2.5 grade 
point average to In? eligible. 
Students are encouraged to app- 
ly as sophomores or juniors, but 
senior and graduate applicants 
can l>e cleared with the consent 
of the NSEP coordinator. 

The University currently has 
70 students on exchange, and 
79 students are here from other 
institutions. About 1,600 are 

participating from other 
schools, including the l Jniversi- 
ty of Delaware, University of 
Puerto Rico and the University 
of Hawaii at Hilo. University of 

Oregon, Oregon State Universi- 
ty. University of Hawaii at 
Manoa and University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst are the 
program's biggest participants, 
according to Joseph Wade, the 
University’s NSEP coordinator. 

Wade said participating in 
the program involves more than 
looking for warm climate. He 
stressed that the majority of 
students select schools with 
some academic interest in 
mind. 

“The primary motivation 
behind the program is to allow 
an institution to expand its 
academic curriculum,” Wade 
said. “You can take an outstan- 

ding program like ours in 
psychology — we don't have 
much in the area of industrial 
psychology — and & student 
could go to a place like (Univer- 
sity of) South Florida, and sup- 
plement our academic cur- 

riculum with something we 
don't emphasize," he said. 

In reverse order, students 
who come to the University 
want the recreational oppor- 
tunities this area has to offer, 
but most are equally concerned 
with academics. Many come 

here to take advantage of the 
University's nationally ac- 

credited schools, such as jour- 
nalism. music and architecture, 
he said. 

Students have been wary of 

the program in the past because 
of concern with the cost, 
grading and transfer credits. 

“The expense part of it is a 

myth l am continually working 
to dispel,” Wade said. Some in- 
stitutions have lower tuition 
rates than the University, so a 

student may spend less. 
Transportation to the school is 
usually the only extra expense, 
he said. Financial aid is also 
available through the program. 

If the school has. a semester 
system, the actual transfer rate 
is one and a half credits per 
every credit hour at the Univer- 
sity, although Wade said it’s 
much easier to compute if the 
student stays the entire year. 

"The student can go fall 
semester at another school, and 
return to the University for 
winter and spring terms and ac- 

tually end up with more 
credits,” Wade said. 

The acceptance rate for the 
program is very high for those 
who meet the requirements, 
although students may not get 
their first choice. “We work 
very hard w-ith the students to 

help them identify institutions 
that we feel comfortable about 
placing them in.” Wade said. 

Rachel Kirby, a senior in fine 
arts and art education, came to 
the University as an exchange 
student from Illinois State 
University in the fall of 1984 
and ended up staying. 

“I first came out here mainly 
for the West ('oast, the ocean 

and outdoor pursuits,” she 
said, but after discovering the 
quality of the University’s art 
education program, she decided 
to stay. 

Christine Rapp, a junior 
rhetoric and communication 
major, returned to the Universi- 
ty after attending West Chester 
State College in West Chester, 
Pa. last year. Rapp said she 
always had wanted to attend 
school on the East Coast, but 
couldn’t afford it. She enrolled 
at the University hoping the op- 
portunity would arise through a 

student exchange. 
The next orientation meeting 

for interested students will be 
Feb. 27 at 4 p.m. in the EMU 
Forum Room. Applications will 
be available Feb. 1 through Feb. 
13 at 164 Oregon Hall. 
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