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By Stan Nelson
Of the Emerald
President Reagan's proposed

1988 budget would be a disaster
for Oregon’s students, accor-
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R —— ding to William Davis, Oregon
Y 4 State System of Higher Educa-

I tion chancellor.
W—Eﬁllﬂ SALON Davis voiced his concerns to

Oregon's congressional
delegates by letter on Friday,
urging them to keep Oregon's

higher education system in
mind when debating the new
budget.

Cuts of nearly 50 percent in
student financial aid programs,
as proposed by Reagan, would
have an immediate effect on the
ability of students to attend
public colleges and univer-
sities, Davis wrote.

“Reduction in enrollments at
our various colleges and univer-

William Davis

quality and quantity of pro-
grams provided for our citizens
at a time when a strong higher
education program is vital to

sities will directly affect the

economic development in the
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state,"” according to the letter.

The curtailment in federal
student aid will mean students
will leave college to look for
work that does not exist in
Oregon, Davis wrote. Upper-
middle-class families might be
willing to acquire commercial
loans for their children's educa-
tion costs, but lower-income
groups might not meet credit
ratings required by lenders, the
letter said.

Financial assistance is a pro-
ven necessity for many students
attending Oregon's State
System schools, Davis wrote. In
the 1985-86 school year, 32,214
State System students — 76 per-
cent of the total full-time enroll-
ment — received nearly $96
million in aid from all sources,
mostly from federal sources, he
wrote.

Of that total, 63 percent was
self-heip related funding such
as loans and work study, the let-
ter said.

5 3¢
e 3

8:30-8:00pm

s Sal. 10-6pm

Print America
519 E. 13th
485-1940

Davis: Budget would be disaster for students

Based on 1985-86 aid award-
ed to the state's eight four-year
colleges and universities, Davis
wrote that:

s Abolishing college work study
would prevent more than 5,000
students from earning more
than $4.2 million to help pay
college costs,

*Abolishing Supplemental
Educational Opportunity Grants
would deny about 4,500 needy
students more than $3 million.

eAbolishing the State Student
Incentive Grants would reduce
by $500,000 money that more
than 8,000 State System
students receive in state need
grants.

*Providing no additional
capital contributions for Na-
tional Direct Student Loans
would deny about 500 low-
income students the opportuni-
ty to borrow more than
$590,000.

sReplacing Guaranteed Student
Loans with loans at market in-
terest rates would deny affor-
dable student loans to more
than 21,000 students who cur-
rently have borrowed more than
$48 million.

*Cuts in Pell Grants would
reduce by $6.8 million the
amount of aid for the State
System’s mosl needy students;
5,000 or 32 percent fewer
students would receive grant
aid.

Oregon does not have the
resources to either reduce the
cost of tuition and fees to
students or fund student
assistance programs to replace
those provided by the federal
government, Davis wrote,
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