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Take advantage of our FREE Safety Inspection
and SPECIAL

Call for an appointment or just drop by
Springfield * 12th & Main e 726-1808

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Every 1,000 years or so a perfect child is
born—a golden child with the power to
preserve peace, prosperily, and the spiritual
way. Such a child exists today in Tibet. But
beware, the forces of darkness have conspired
to kidnap our latest savior, and only one man
can rescue him. He is the chosen one: he
is—Eddie Murphy?

Improbable as this premise may be, that is
what director Michael Ritchie works very hard

to make us believe. And for the first 15
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minutes it looks as if he might succeed. Butter
lamps, karmic tests, and red-and-yellow-robed
monks abound in the opening sequence, len-
ding atmosphere and hinting at intriguing
mysteries and marvels, yet to be revealed.

At this point our appetite is whetted. Will
evil triumph? Why does the golden child re-
main calm and passive in the face of his
caretakers’ death and his own imprisonment?
Is it shock, helplessness, karma? We tingle to
know.

But we are never told.

Unfortunately, the film falls flat once it
leaves Tibet. Sunny California cannot provoke
as many shivers as dank, dark lamaseries. And
while Murphy may be funny, he is not

“Golden Child’ doesn’t enlightenﬂ

enigmatic. His manic craziness and casual pro-
fanity seem stilted and out of place in what is
essentially a supernatural adventure story.
Ultimately, the strain shows.

Murphy rattles off his lines instead of snapp-
ing them out as he did in ‘‘Beverly Hills Cop"'
and seems uncomfortable playing the haloed
hero. Harrison Ford might pull it off, but Mur-
phy lacks the gritty absurdity essential to a
comic book character—or a guardian angel.

The other actors never seem to hit their
stride either, and some shoddy special ef-
fects—especially in the latter part of the
film—only serve to deepen this
disenchantment.

Too bad, because '*The Golden Child"’ could
have been more than a gaudy excuse for Mur-
phy to strut his stuff. When the golden child
sits in his tiny cage, surrounded by various in-
carnations of evil, the impression is both vivid
and chilling. Demons do exist. If not in hell,
then certainly in human minds. It is a sad com-
mentary on the state of our society when a
16-year-old girl named Sherril can be sold by a
biker gang to Tommy Tong for a quart of pork-
fried rice, even in a movie.

If *“The Golden Child’* had further dwelt on
the complexities of these issues, it might have
been a bold light instead of a brief glimmer in
the sea of cultural darkness.

‘The Golden Child"* shows nightly at 7 and
9 o'clock at Valley River Twin.

* GOURMET BURGER BAR

Help yourself to Bubba's condiment bar with
our giant 1/3 or 1/2 Ib burger

* BUBBA’S STEAK

8oz Charbroiled New York
strip steak served with our own fries $595

* SATISFYING SOUPS

Tasty and comforting homemade soups

* BEER & WINE

BUBBA'S » 1249 Alder » Mon-Fri 7am-12am. Sat 8am-12am

[F YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW
HAS BEEN SEXUALLY ASSAULTED —

— WE CAN HELP —

caLL 485-6700 AnvyrivEe

DAY OR NIGHT

emotional support and understanding
medical and legal information

referrals to needed community resources
self defense classes and education programs

DON'T KEEP IT TO YOURSELF

CALL NOW!

(Funds available for collect calls,
transportation, and/or medical exams)
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Kulongoski accepts appointment
as insurance commission leader

By Shawn Wirtz
Of the Emerald

A former Democratic can-
didate for governor and Lane
County legislator was ap-
pointed as state insurance com-
missioner Wednesday by newly
inaugurated Gov. Neil
Goldschmidt.

Ted Kulongoski will take over
from Josephine Driscoll, whom
Goldschmidt publicly accused
of exacerbating the insurance
liability crisis, Driscoll resigned
after the election and will go to
work for Standard Insurance, a
company she formerly
regulated.,

Kulongoski served in the
House from 1975 to 1977 and in
the Senate from 1977 to 1982,
‘‘He’s got a great background in

MOTOR
SCOOTERS!!

Fowands

20th S A" & Main
Springlield 747 9354
4 miles from campus

the House and Senate working
on insurance and business
issues,”” said Gregg Kantor,
Goldschmidt's spokesman.

Kulongoski also served as the
chairman of the Senate Banking
and Insurance Committee dur-
ing the 1981 session.

“As a lawyer he knows about
a lot of problems concerning
tort reform,”” Kantor said.
Kulongoski will be taking a
leave of absence from his posi-
tion with the law firm of
Kulongoskik Heid, Durham and
Drummond.

“The governor’s charge to me
is that he wants the insurance
commissioner to be an advocate
for the consumer." Kulongoski
said.

Without affordable insurance,
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FREE Half & Half
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= Film & Photo Processing
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e local photo coupon.
| 35> = One Day Service
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- R & Enlargements, Reprints
and Slides
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full service Photo Dept.

Your full service Photo Dept.

Coupons_i-r:1 the Emerald s.;::e you money.
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We carry KODAK, OLYMPUS, and
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“there can be no business
growth,"" he said. Additionally,
through taxes paid on
premiums, the insurance in-
dustry is the third largest con-
tributor to the state's general
fund, he said.

**Those two features indicate,
obviously, the insurance in-
dustry is a vital component of
the economy," Kulongoski
said. However, ‘“‘there should
be greater disclosure by the car-
riers on how they determine
rates,” he said,

Kulongoski will be critical of
tort reform, he said. “*A lot of
the proposals they're talking
about now, about limiting the
rights of the individual, may be
short term political solutions
but they're not long term struc-
tural solutions,”” he said.

Kulongoski said his appoint-
ment will mark a change in the
role of the commissioner's of-
fice. "We will be providing the
governor's office with the infor-
mation he needs to develop
policy,"" he said.

Kulongoski and his staff
“will be speaking not only to
the governor but also in the
legislative process,”” he said.
“No longer will you have to
drag the insurance commis-
sioner's office into the
Legislature."
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