
Sports 
Defunct Oregon swim team 
keeps its head above water 

By Dennis Fernandes 
CM the hmerald 

The University of Oregon 
men’s and women's inter- 

collegiate swim team was sunk 
last spring due to Athletic 
Department budget cuts, but a 

team representing the Ducks is 
still swimming. 

Most of the faces from 
Oregon's intercollegiate team 
have packed their goggles and 
gone elsewhere. What is left 
here are a lot of students who 
want to take up swimming with 
an added competitive flavor. 

It is somewhat similar to a 

club sport in that it's not sanc- 

tioned by the National (Col- 
legiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA), nor does it receive any 
monies from the school. What is 

unique about the program is its 
new governor, the Physical 
Education Department, which 
decided to take the program 
under its wing and offer it as a 

one-credit class entitled "Swim 
Performance." 

The team is taught and coach- 
ed by Dr. Don Van Kossen, a 

faculty member who was the 
Oregon men’s swim coach from 
1959-78. He stresses that his 
coaching duties are volunteer 
and only entails the time he 

spends traveling with squad. In- 
side the confines of the Univer- 

sity's Leighton Pool, Van 
Rossen stresses he is just 
"teaching strokes.” 

The only tryouts for this team 
are the registration lines at 

McArthur Court. Van Rossen. 
dubbed "Vanner" by his stu- 
dent swimmers, reported that 
enrollment has increased to 78 

from fall term’s number of 48. 

And, just like the classroom, 
attendance becomes the deter- 
minant factor— not talent or 

athletic ability—when it comes 

to actually designating roster 

spots. In order to swim in a 

meet, a student must attend at 

least six training sessions per 
week. 

"We've done everything on 

training, not how fast you are. 

We know if the person is going 
to be regular in attendance, 
they’re gonna be in better shape 
than everyone else and perform 
better,” Van Rossen said. 

The idea for this format came 

from interested members of the 
swimming community within 
the University. Van Rossen 
volunteered his services as a 

coach and the Physical Educa- 
tion Department incorporated 
"Swim Performance” into its 
curriculum. 

"We were concerned about 
how we could find something to 
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Mike Miksis trains for the new Oregon swim team, whit: 
will host Oregon State University at Leighton Pool /an. 16 
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continue the program My am- 

bition is. before I retire, to nail 
this thing down as a student 
m ode I, come up wit h 
something that savs look 
here’s a new model that work- 
ed."' Van Rossen said. 

And the new Oregon swim 
team appears to be working. 
They have competed at meets in 
the Portland area and will host 
the Oregon State University 
squad on |an. Mi. Among other 
important meets on tap include 
the traditional Dolphin Cham- 
pionships at Leightim Pool fan. 
,10-Feb. l and the Pai -West 
Championships in Seattle Feb. 
20-22. 
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Willamette Center 
For 

Sex Education 
is offering classes on per- 
sonal sexual enhance- 
ment/education beginning 
January 23rd, for in- 
dividuals or couples. 

Formal includes: 
‘Use of a workbook with at 

home exercises 

‘Film 

‘Discussion 

cau 741-4581 
or 

343*1739 FOR DETAILS 

Repairs • Buy and Sell 

STEREO WORKSHOP 
1409 Mum >p'ingli«ld 741-1597 

* COPIES* 
Krazy Kata 

Try Us! 
884 East Uth at 

Diabetes Support Group 
Students with Diabetes Mellitus are invited to a 

meeting of a support group on Friday, January 
9, 1987, from 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm in the library 
of the Student Health Center 

There will be lots of time for questions and to 

share concerns. 

PUT YOUR CHRISTMAS CASH 
TO GOOD USE 

Save 30% 
on selected warm ups, tights, sports Jackets and more. 

AIR JORDAN 
HIGH TOPS 0 

BUrMtovJt BUCM'.r JV 

SPECIAL 

39.95 
(Regul* 564 96t 

Check out our hug* selection of Nik* Basketball shoes. 

10th & Olive 
In the Atrium 

345-5155 

(Oregon UUnjort $lagers 

CAMPUS CONCERT 
RitK'ft Hum it:, Mipk Hirviutf 

Sunday, January 11, 1987 

Vivaldi: 

Stravinski: 

The Four Seasons (l.c i/iuitti<> Wiijy;i<mi) 
(U' llluffii Hunt anJ Sharon Smith, soloist 
Dunscs Cimccrtanh* 
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UNIX liKSrT Y OF ORIliON 
Tukit Information. 
(vSfv-UM, or 687 X000 

I u t. «> * TOO (STl HUNTS) 
^.00 (ADULTS) 
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OUR ENTIRE STOCK 
OF FALL & WINTER 
FASHIONS IS SALE 

PRICED! 
EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS 
IN EVERY DEPARTMENT, 

INCLUDING: SPORTSWEAR 
DRESSES • COATS 

LINGERIE • ACCESSORIES 


