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without making any hostility
apparent to the chlld,uu Dwan
said. One common pitfall is us-
ing the children as messengers
in disputes between the
iological parents, she said.
While tempting, this is a
method of communication that
must be avoided, she said.

o

get back , Dwan
said. When a parent remarries,
children realize that the
likelihood of that is seriously
diminished, she said.
Because of this, children will

%

their new parent, not only to
vent the anger they feel for the
loss of the original family unit,
but also to try to create a divi-
sion within their household,
Dwan ;

“The c¢hild will often try to
create a’wedge between their
parent E new stepparent,

Dwan. ‘‘These feelings go away
in time. The hostility is usually
gone by the time the children
are about 16 or 17."

Of course, hostility is not
always present in a stepfamily,
as University sophomore Chris
Nolan points out. Nolan has
been a member of two step-
families for eight years.

“I've gotten along really well
with my stepparents,’’ said
Nolan. My attitude from the

start has been, ‘Well, my
parents are married to them, I'm
Oregon Daily Emerald

Because of the ‘‘absence of
the incest taboo in step-
families,’”” this pressure for
closeness may lead to sexual in-
volvement, he wrote.

Stepparents can take
measures to avoid this, accor-
ding to Baptiste. They have to
realize that it is possible for sex-
ual involvement to develop in a
stepfamily and be careful not to
allow opportunities under
which a sexual relationship
may develop and be inadver-
tently encouraged.

Stepparents must also avoid
pushing stepsiblings closer
“than they want or can tolerate
at the time,"" he added.

In some instances, there are
more problems between same-
sex stepsiblings than opposite-
sex stepsiblings, Nolan said. He
has one biological sister,
Stephanie, and a stepsister,
Nicole.

“My stepsister and | have
always had a pretty good rela-
tionship,”* Nolan said, ‘'but she
can drive my sister up the wall.

“Nicole has always used my

To combat this, she suggested
creating new traditions. Step-
families can brighten their
holidays by starting their own
yearly rituals, she said.

The holidays can be much
easier on the children of step-
families if the biological parents
still live near each other, Dwan
said.
“I'm lucky — my parents on-
ly live two blocks away from
each other,” Nolan said. "'l can
celebraie Christmas at one
house, then walk over and
celebrate it at the other house."’

All in all, many people find
that being in a stepfamily is a
joyful, enriching experience.

1 think I'm a lot happier now
than | would have been without
the stepfamilies,”” Nolan said.
“I've always had two super peo-
Fle for parents. Now | have
our."

People interested in learning
more about the SAA can find
out about the group and their
activities in a variety of ways
such as public service an-
nouncements and school
newsletters. They also are refer-
red to the SAA by groups like
the Sacred Heart Women's Aux-
iliary and by lawyers familiar
with the group.

The SAA is active on a na-
tional scale and is head-
quartered in Baltimore, Md.
Members receive the ‘'Step-
family Bulletin,"" a quarterly
magazine containing articles,
news briefs, book reviews and
other things pertaining to step-
families.
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I BREAKFAST SPECIAL

Two for the Price of One

(2 eggs, any style, home fries,
toast or muffin, $2.50)
thru January with coupon

Hours
Mon -Fri. 7-8

HIGH STREET CAFE
1243 High Strect ® 345-4905

WVOLNVO Owners

Take advantage of our FREE Safety Inspection
and SPECIAL

Call for an appointment or just drop by
Springfield  12th & Main ¢ 726-1808

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

——WIN a NEW

Enter a new
PEPSI CHALLENGE

Come to the U of O Bookstore and
guess how many bottle caps are in
our cooler. Closest guess wins a

FREE HONDA Spree.

Winner will be determined
Friday, January 23rd at 3:00 pm

.
Your store since 1920. w
KSTORE

13th & Kincaid
M-F 7:30-5:30
SAT 10:00-4:.00
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