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ures for Oregon also indicated a
positive economic trend.

“‘Since 1982, the economy has been improving,"
said Ed Whitelaw, president of ECO Northwest and a
professor of economics at the University. ‘‘An employ-
ment growth rate of 3.7 percent is predicted for Oregon
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*“The overall trend in business failures in Oregon is
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Business failures had also decreased 10.6 percent

New business starts in Oregon showed a gain of 5.5 quite positive,” Duncan said. *'Five of the nine major
pmnt in 1986, especially in retails and services.

““The increases in business startups in the services
and retailing sectors are key indicators of the growing
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